£ \Mr. Freer, Angdft 24, 1y44.

Yiur piblifhing the follwing Lines in your next Pap;t: wvill, I'm pers

*fuaded, be wery acceptablé to many of your Readsrs, as wisll as

oo ~  Your bumble Servan, A. W,

7 8 HE Confeffion"and Retra@ation of Mr. Davengors bee

X ;\é(' el ing fomewhat extraordinary, as well as unexpeéled,
.ﬂ?ﬁ‘r’“,r?g ' has occafioned many and various Speculations.
-

¥ I believe all fober Men will agree, that it is much

4

(2 oy } to his Hendur that he has gohe fo far as he lins done,
OGS, ond ‘declar’d his Himiliation Snd Repentance in fo
= = 'full and publick 2 Manner. “And indecd that Sorrony
and: afiment mulk be great and deep, which will bear any Proportion®
«3.0 thole Dithonours he has doxe to the Name of Gop, and that vaft and
extenfive Milchief to the Interett of trm’:‘.R'ngion I hope his,Repene
idtance is fincere and Bearty, dnd that hi§ fotuse Conduét ind Behaviour
o will Fully evidence the fime.
14And as for thole other Miniflers'among us, who have been led Away
with the fime falfe Spirit of Errer, Diferder and Delifizn, and have
shhappily occafion'd Divifions and Stparatipns' in many of odt Chur,
ches, it would be much for their Horgur and Reputation, if they woild
make a3 free and open an Acknowledgment of their Miftondufl as My
Davwingort has dosie.  The , Réveread and Venerable Dr. Covvay,
in his excellent Letter to the Rev, Mr, #ilflums, I think has fet.them
awosthy and laudable Example, whole truly Chriflian Spirit, and
Bearty lvve of Peace and Trath, awith Holinefi, are highly worthy their
Imitation. .

Mi. Davenpors’s DiltinQion of the IVark, and the dppendages of it,
may not perhaps be'fo"clearly undetitood by fome:; His Meaning, I
think, may be gather'd from his Enumeration of thafe Things which
he muft be (uppos’d to intend by the Appendages of ¢ Work ; and they
dre thefe, wiz, rafb fudging and cenfuring Minifiers, advifing and urg-
ing Stparations, frim them, fo\lowing Impulfes and Impreffions, private
Pesfons preaching and exborting, in an autborifative Manner,  Now,
that thefe, and feveral otlier Diforders are not dppendages, but efential
Parts of whit hat been actounted 744 gaod Work, is certiin, and have
bzen fully prov'd to be fo, in your Papet, Mumb, 443. to which the
Reader is referred.
*Thefe Refletions, I think, will natbrally lead uh dur Thoughts to
the firff Itinerant, the grand’ Infirament of thefe Diforders, the great
Mafler-Builder in the Babel of Confufion which has been ‘erecling in
the four preceding Years: For certainly He it wwas who laid the Foun.
dation, on which many othets have been:building #0d, and Hay, and
Stubble. - And the fad Effeéls of hls Minifirations are {een and felt a-
smong us to this very Day.  Ac the fame Time, our Thoughts muft be
diredted to the great Infttumeits which af pre/ent are employ*d to pro-
pogate and perpetuate the fame Delufions, The €« e, Hiflory,
x Paper the profefs'd Defign of which i3, to ferve @ Party, add keep up
a religious Fastion, 1 Took dpon to be the grand Engine of fomeriting
Diwifions, and tmaking Separations in our Churches, and of conginuing
the falfe Spirit of Error and Defufion in the Land, It was thdught
by many, that the real duthor would have been fo fuff and ipfartial,
dg to have publiied Mr. Davenpors's Confeflion and Re'lr:xé{altion in
| the C--.fn Hiflory, and I have heird he was follicited by fome
 Friends to do it and no doubt the Rev., Mr. Hilhams defign’d it
- fhould be fos Butcould there be any Rational Expeflation of thir, when

thofe Errors and Delufions which Mr. Dawenpor ¢ confefles and retralls,

sls';cﬂ THE VERY THINGS promoted atid recommended by that

iflory ?

Iggthcrefme unqueftionably the Duty of all, both Miniflers md
Praple, who have a Regard to the Interelt of true Religion, the Unity,
Peace and Profperity of our Churches, to endeavour by all poffible
Mezns to difcourage and difcountenancd a Paper of fuch'a pernicious
Tendency.

But [ think I cannot conclude this Letter, without obferving, that
thofe Miniliers among us, who hdve fleadily oppofed thefe Errors and
Delufians, and every Thing tending to them, fromthe\Beginning o{
the Jate Times, 2re to be accdunted worthy of duud]: Honour 3 and
doubt'not, but on this decount, they will be efteem’d and reverenc'd
by their People.

Pc ATy -




