' The Late Slave Murder Cage in Mecklenie-

berg’ County—Conviction of the Mur-
tierer, - :

L7rom the Petersburg (Va.) Express, Sept. 20.3
It was unnounced in yesierday’s Express, by our Olarks.

| ville correspondent, that at the Jate term of the Circult:

Coarl of Mecklenberg county Charles Hudson wag tried:
for the murder of his slave woman Jaoe, coavicted of
murder iz the eecond degree, and gentenced to the peni.
tentiary Sor elghteen years. Wood Bouldin, Wood Boul--
din, Jr., 60d Edward R. Chambers, Esqs.,appeared for:
the pll'lisoner, and -Col. Thomes P, Goode for the Cormmon-.
weait

The Tvbacco Plant eays, very truly, that it is-cme of"
those cages which thoroughly vindicate Southern charso-
ter against the agperaions cast upon ug by cur enemies at.
the North. It developes what I8 ag true of ug ag of any-
other people on the civilized globe, that we utterly: detesi:
and abhor cruelty and barbarity, whether to whites op
blacks.

The evidence in the case was that on the moraing of the.
4th of July last, at eight o’clogk, one of the hotuest days-
of the prst summer, Hudson stripped the woman naked:
A8 when she came into the world, tied her to a persimmon.
tree, and wipped her for three cousecative hours: whiz
occhslonal intermissions of & few minutes, until he hac:
worn ovt te sturaps filty-two switches, aud until the bark.
on $he body of the tree was ruhbed smoosh and greasy by
the attriticn of the boay of the victim. The: ground:
tround the tiee for seven or olght feet, though 14 had:
been freshly ploughed, wes trodden bard. One witaess.
testified that ho heard distinatly, at the distance of six
hundred yarde, both the uoisa of \he switches and the-
Boreams and cutrealies of the woman, The poor oreature-
was buried the same afternoon, only some ten jnches be--

neath the grouad, in & rougn vox, withous any pheoud.

- The overseer suggeated that the peighbors bad hetter ba:

-enl for 10 see the Body before burial, but Hudson die-
ented ‘The body was exhumed on Feiday, two daye:
afterwards, but wag in such & state of decompesitien that
the external marks of violence were well nigh-obliteratod.
But{ the testimony of the physician who digsected the-
poay, abd of several other physicianz who were ox-
amined as experts, was cistingt and positive thas the
violence used wag sufficient to produce depth: It wass
8l50 in evidence that after the protracted punishment:
Hudson untled the woman nnd sent her tothe croek,,
gome one bundred and ffty yarde distant, to wash.
hereelf, accompanied by & negro boy, with insiractions 4o
bring her back to him; that she complained of greas
thirst, and wag geen 10 go down to the water’s edge: that:
she remained there about fifteen minutes: that on hep re-
turn she slopped two or three times, and complalned of-
baving & gevere colic; that finally she stopped and could
proceed no farther, when the negro boy, at the commang
of his master, took heid of one haud and Hudson of the.

- other, and dragged her towards the tree. The main ar:

gument of the defenco was baged upan the idea that the.
woman went into the creek, remained there fifteen rpj«
nutes, and drank to great excess, and- that this in al}:
probability brought on & congestion of the vitals, and-
produced death, Such i8 uu imperfact account of this:
porribie traneaction, The jury hesitated much between:
& conviction for murder in the first sud murder in the gg-
cond degrees. But flally they epreed wnd ascertainec:
the term of imprisonment in the penitentinry at eighteen:
years, the loogest term known tothe law. Hudgon ig-
now 8ixty-eight geara 0ld, ang thers is scarcely & proba.
bility that ne can survive his confinement. Indeed bo ig
already exceedingly prostrated. |
On Monday morning, the lsst dey of the courd, Judge-
(iholgon prononnced sentenco upon him. At the requesi
of the members of the bar he permits us to- append hip.

“charge to this account. It canpot fzil to interest the Dube

lic at large, und especially our own immediate communi-
1y, It struck usat the time of its delivery a8 being mogt:
appropriate and striking.

Charles Hudson, you have been regularly trled for tho-

| murder of your own glave, You have been deferded witt.

great ability, and a jury of your own country have found:
you guiity ol murder in the second degrea, and fixed thes
term of your corfinement in the penitentiary at eighteon-
yeara, In this verdict this Court entirely concurs. If
will not go into the details of the shocking deed, You
tied and stripped a female, who dared not raize her hanc:
agalust you—whose ooly protector in this world you
Bhould have been.  For three houre did you, in one ¢f the-
hottest days of the summer, croclly whip and torture-
this belplees woman, uotil, In the languege of covosel,,
‘‘the angel of death delivered her from the hacds of hes
tormenter,”” You have thus committed & crime against:

- both human auvd divine law. Yon have outraged the-
 feelings of the community among whom you lived. Yog.

have enabled their enemies to fan the flame of {anaticism.

| by chargicg agaiust them the exormity and cruelly ol
. your hard and unfeeling hwart, aithough that communi.

ty cordially loathe and condomn cruelly towards
black or white. Buat If your crime ha8 been.

greal, your punshment will be heavy, You are

a0 old man in all human  probability. before-
- elghteen years have expired you will bv desd. Tag

rempant of your daveare to be spent withic prison walls,
The Jabors of the day will never be followed by the plea-

~BureB of home and friends—but night after night, untid.
~ the lart day of your earthly existence, wilt you be carrled:

to your narrow cell, and hear, as the prison housge keeper
departs, tho barsh grating of the heary key that keepe:
2ate the deor of your dungeon. From man you have no-
thing to expect, Your doom 8 fixed. A murderer—yos-
are now & convict and prigoner for life. And your sen-
tence 8 just—xney, merciful, Nor {8 there hope for you.
beyond tho grave, uuless you iruly uad deeply reponk 1Y
you will sincerely repent youreelf of tnis horrible deod
and your other sins—if you will bow your head 1o the de-
Berved punishment, and pray Almighty God to pardon
your ins and goften and regenerate yo.r aeart, there ig
hope., Yes: if your repentance is siucere, it s cortain
that God will pardon you; for rest nssured thab the pames
power which trauslated the crimival from the eross o
Heaven can ana will save glike the penitent convict.
Desolate and dreary beyond deseription i8 your present
cordition. With a hard and unfeeting heart, huomap bhlood
restivg upon your head, and sour limbs foltered wish o
felon’s chaing, whenever weary and tirsd yna may ask,
“When shall I be free? thig verdics of oighteon yearn:
Wil avswer, ‘“Never, never’! Then I trost you will,.
with deep humility and sincere repentance, feel and gon-

Jess your criie and rlvg, und that this sentones may be
the means of saving your soul.

B



