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GENERAL: ASSEMBLY OF VIRGINIA
“HOUSE OF DELEQATES, JANUARY |L.

ABOLITION OF SLAVERY,

Mr. Monnig offered a resolution to the follewine of.
fect ; - - ©

Llesoleed, ‘That the select committee on slaves, %o, ho
instructed to enguirginto the expediency uf"a;:pml;ri;i. |
ting the revenne arising from slaves, free negeoes, aad
mulattoes, to the aboltion of slavery, |

My, " FaurrxeEr moved tolay tihe resolation on the ta
ble. . The propriety of th:.:'_cuu_rsc would, he thioupr
strike every gentleman, . !
My, Bronxax suid, he haped the resolution wouly] s
promptly l‘t*jﬂc_tet], e would not deign 1o aryruc i, ..
would not consent that it Shnnl-_l be Lud an tle tabile, -
whence it was liable Lo be called up at any moment, u,:.
called for the ayes and noes, which were ordered,

“Afier a few words from Me. Favixyzn, Mr. M,
withdrew the resolution, |

Mr, Goonw oflired the following ;- -

Llesofved, ‘Thiat the select committae, raised on the
subject of sluves, free negroes, and the me'ancholy .
currences growing out of the tragical massucre in Soy.
ampton, be discharged from the further consideration of

NI

1 all petitions, memuorials, and resolutions, which have fus

their obj=ct the” manumission of persins hell in sepy,
tude under the existing laws of thus commonwealth, und
that it 15 not expedient to legisiate on the subject.

Mi. Raxnoreg moved to amend the resolution of M.
Goude, by striking thercefrom the whole after the waord
Southampton, and insert in-lieg theveot the tollowing—
¢ he 1nstructed to euqguire mito the .expmiiency of sith-
mitting (o the vote of the qualified voters in the severy
towns, ciites, boroughs, and counties of this Conimon.
wealth, the propriety of providing by law, that the ciii.

dren of alt female slaves who may be bomf in this Spuue

on or after the 4th July, 1840, shall become the property
of the Cummonwealth, the males at the age of 21 years,
and females at the age of 18 vears, if detuined by the
owners witinn the funits of Virginia, ustil they shall re-
spectively urrive at the ages aforesaid, to be hired out
until the nett sum acising theréfrom, shall be sutficient
to defray the expense of their removal beyond the linits
of the U. States, and that said Commttce have leave to
report by bill or otherwise.?” | | ,

Mr. Goong addressed the house in a very earnest apd
emphatic style, in support of his resolution. | |

Mr. Bayxcg, of Frederick, bricfly expres-ed his hostili.

;tg,' to both resolutious,and that he was oppused aud toips

structed 10 uppuse, any scheme ol abolitiva desived, that
the Committee might report. | | |
Mr. Moonz fullowed i1n opposition to the resolution,
and m deended support of “the. abolition of slavery, the
curse of which he exhibited by a variety of strong andd.
interesting views; S -
Mr. BoLuine succecded Mr. Moore, in opposition to
the resolution of Mr. Goode, and commianded the atten-
tion of the House in the delivery of a speech replete witl
fine thoughts, wise reflection, and gencrous sentiment,
Mr. Rannorra next took the floor, and cloquently IR
ported his resolution, and depicted the necessity of uct.
ing, but through the mstrumentality of public opinion in
the first place. — -
When he had concluded, | - |
On motion of Mr. Guowusu~, the resolutions were, for
the present, laid on the tuble, and the House then ad.
jouraned. - e

FROM THE RICHXOND WHIG.

The Great Question.—Yesterday Mr. Goode
oftered a resolution to discharge the Select Con-
mittee fromn the turther cousideration of the branch
of mquiry, touching abolition, submitted to them.
Mr. Randolph oftered an amendment, which may
be seen under the proper head; and these propo-
sitions have at once brought on a debate on the

whole question of slavery, and its evils, physical

and moral. ‘That dcbate we shall lay before the
reader as speedily as we may, and seldom have
we heard one more ably conducted, and never one
involving consequences of such deep, vital, and
enduring 1mport. | - .

“When we, who have so long experienced the
restraints imposed by public opinion on this suly-

jeet; who have dared to exercise the freedom of

the press, guarantied to us by the godlike fathers
of the Republic, but did not, could not, dare to
breathe a syllable on a subject ever nearest our
hearts, and of transcendant moment to the coun-
try ; when we, who know so well at how hopeless

and impracticable. distance even the considera-

tion of the subject was deemed six months ago;
when we see the General Assembly of Virgmia
actually engaged, with open doors, 1n the discus-
sion of the evils of slavery, and the propriety and
practicability of abolition—we can hardly believe
the evidence of our own senses. Yet so it is.

an-hour may bring forth.

‘Rerro.spcct al the cause.—It argt'tcs, either a want L‘{
candor, or a deficiency of observation, to ascribe the le-
gislative movement, or ‘the -thoughts which at this mo-
ment absorb public attention, to Nat Turner and his as-
sasiins. ‘That the affair of August is the proximale cuuset
that it was that which took off the injunction of secrecy

Short-sighted are we all, -and noune can tell .“fhat- |

of fifty years—that it was that which threw open the co-

L e |

lunins of the Public Press, and the portals of the Ganeral
Assembly to open discussion, and unrestrained enquiry,
is true, But, as well may it be said. that the battle of

Lexmgton was the first cause of the American Revolu. -

tion, as that the massacre of Southampton was the primae
ry cause of the sentiments of abolition which the longues
of men now freely and unequivocally avow. No! the
primary causes of the present agitation are more remote,
more pervading, more profound, and more honoirable to

1 the Virginia Public. The thoughts now, for the first

time, pul?licly ‘avuwe_d, have long lain dormant in the
Patlic mind, The time had not come for their open
avowal. In the favorite phrase o; Napoleon, ¢ the pear

was not ripe.”?  Mistaken wisdom, and false calculation,

bad invested the subject with a sanctity, which it was
considered treason to public safety to violate. Ina fice
land, witha free Press, one subject was prohibited, aud
guarded from free discussion, -with™ Turkish Jealousy,

{ Nut Turner, and the blood of his hinocent victuns, haye

conquered the silence of fifty years. Expused to the
danger of having the throats ot their wives and children

cut any night.in the year, men have broken the chitins

which a morbid seusibility imposed upon their tongues

and. their hands.  Imprisoned for years by this unrea-
sonable jeulousy, the thoughts of men have burst furth,

with a warmth and vivacity, - proportioned to the long

previous confinement. . ‘Thus tar and po farther, have

Nat Turner and his. bloody -deeds been instrumental in

shaping events.  The imputation of unnianly feur, inspir«
| ed by the horrors of August, was eloquently " repelled in

the debate yesterday on Mr. Goode’s resolution, { by Mr.

Bolling) and is an unjust reflcction upon the friends of
2EUYE neusures. - |

|  PROM THE WOIG.OF JANUARY 13, R
In the House of Delegates yesterday, an effort was

made to preclude further detate on the resolution offercd

by Mr. Goode, to discharge the Cummittee, and declar-
ing it incxpedient to legislate on the suuject of ‘Slavery,
and Mr. Randolph’s substitute thereto. Bothsides of the

| House voted against the attempt to arrest debate, six only

being opposed to taking up the resolutions. When taken
up, Mr. Gholson, who was eatitled to the floor, spoke

} for upwards of two hours n support of the presoldtion to

discharge, and in reply to gentlemen who had precedeid
him. He was followed by Mr. Rives, who sustained Mr.
Randolph’s substitute in a bold, manly, and concise argu.
ment,  The House then adjourned. - R

The termmation  of the "debute, and the result, we
shall not attempt to conjecture. The incaleulable weight - .
of the question, and the deep excitement which i has

occasioned, will multiply disputants and prolong discuss

sion.  Origaily sought by one side, and subsequently
demanded by the other, the debate will not stop probu-
oly, until the mighty question which it involves, is exs
plored 1 all its bearings, - |

- i‘ndnr"frﬁn WHIG OF .u.:v.- 14.
V. .BATE ON GOODE’S RESOLUTION.
The Debate in the House of Delegates, on the engrose

sing and momen‘ous subject, 5o suddenly brought before
ty was yesterdsy coatinucd by Messis. Broduax and



