The Execution of Wirz,

His Lust Moments—~Ho Doclareas hus Ine
moconcs—Tho Ncome nt the Gallo!

WasHINGTON, Nov.10.~Capt. Wirz was hung
between 10 and 11 0’clock this morning. On tha
galiows he declared hisinnocence. He died with-
out exbiiting any sigus of fear. Kather Boyle

. this moruing administered the sacrament, and
Fatber Wigget, also of the Roman Catholic
church, then placod upon the prisoner the black
cambric robe. He remarked as he did so, “I
hope this will bo turned into a whits one in the
otheér world.” ~ Thero wero several hundred
spectators besides tho military, Amid profound

» ailence Proyost Marshal Russell proceeded to
read the order of the war department, fonnded
on the verdict of the court martial which. tried
zllx\cl prisoner. The following is the President’s
oner: c .

ExrcrTive Mansiox, Nov. 3, 1655,

The proceedings, tindings aud sentenco of the courd
manhal fu the Wiz cascare approved, and it b or
dered the sentenco be carried {m cexecution, by the
officer commlndlne the department of Washington,
on Friday, the Wik of November, 1355, between the
Tiowrs of 6 1t tao morning and I2 noon, L.

(signed) ANDREW JOItX0,
Dresident of tho United States,

When ihe readingof the onder was completed,
Wirz conversed with'those on the platform with
seeming calmness and self=possession, and it was
remarked that ho bad a smiling countenance.
"To.his spiritual advisers ho-said: -“I am-inuo-
ceut. [ have to die, but I can dic like a man,
LlLave hope in the futare. . I have nothing more
tosay.” Mis legs and handswere tied, thc nose
passed aroand the neck and the blackcap placed
over his fnee, He stood erect, withont faltering,
evidently having nerved “hiimself for the solem
cvent.  Those on thio plasforin retired-to the rail
ing, leaviug the doomod man in tho centro of
the After a fow [ profi
quiet thedrop at a preconcerted signal fell,  The
sound thus occasioned havinr reached the ears off
a promlscnouns crowd' outside the Old. Capitol
gronnds was responded to by repeated shouts'
.of approbution. The convict directly aftor tall-
ing was considcrably convalsod in his legs, but
the agony was soon over. He hungabout Gittcen
minutes and.was then cut down, the body Jaid
“}I\on a streteher uud conveyed to the prison,.
where itwas placed in acofn and transferred to'
Father Boyle forinterment. His neck was bro-
ken by shofall. Tho proccodingy occupied about
-} threequarters of an hoar,

Witz was in Lis cell attended by Fathers Boyle
and wf;:'c'(‘:lt.ml;ﬂ.ﬂ night hf.‘nw a hearty oys:'l:r
supper, and then went to sleep, reposing quic!
unI;:Pleh:: awoke about three o'c ockptgis x:oqmi y
He then xwrote his farcwell to his wife, and made
sorac about his lection- Willr the
rebellion, avowing that ke had maltreated pris- |
oners in accordaucs with orders (Yo superior,
ofllcers, but solenunly asserting thathe had never
killed any one or ctrated the cruel acts as-
cribed tohim. _After the sentence was read to
him in prison Wirzsaid, “I'm d——d if the Yan-
kee eagle hasn’t turned out to e what Y expected,
n d—d tarkey buzzard.” * Ha thon asked that
Rev. Fatber Boyle be sent for, and also Mr.
Schade, his counsd], and since -that time these
renilemen have been almosg constant in atten-

auce upon him. Besides these some Indies have
called—ong of them paying her last visit
to him yesterday, when she brought him
some  délicacies, As shc was leaving, he
manifested emotion as  he expressed  his
gratitude t> herand remorked to Mr. Schade, who
was present,’that that was the last tear ho would
shediin this life. A coupleof ladies, said to beof

the-tamily of a promivent officer, visited b 0

yesterday, and in reply to tho question of oue,
said: “Certainly, Madam, the greatest sinner
bas hope, and I, being iunocent, must surely
liave hope.”” Yesterday he received aletter from
his wife, dated Cadiz,’Ky., in which she used
the most affectionate langnaze, and expresses
the hope that they then were seeing thelr dark-
cst hour. Sho-urged him to checrup and pre-
pare for the worst, bat is satisfied” that it the
governinent knew how much anguish they had
suffered he would -n0t. ba condemued to death,

She alsos _that she intends with hee children
to 1o to his peoplein Edfope.  Wirz L8 béchan
infide], but of late ho 'has professed yepentance,
andone of his relizions advisers assurces me that
he truly repented just before the hour appointed
for execution, ., :

Major Russcl! came from the prison at quarter
past ten, followed by the criminal, who ‘was es-
corted by his spititnal advisers,  Ho wasa much
talier man than I had expected to sec, and he
walked with a firm step, glancing up-at tho clear
sky as if refreshod Uy, the sunlightand air. His
long, black hair was brushed smoothly-down his |-
head, showing a high forchead. His beard and
mounstatbe were full, almost concealing the ex-
pression of hisface, and his cunn‘ngcyu.twinklcd
with ad Hon of
On reaching the galtows he ascended the steps
with alacrity and seated himself in a chair placed
upon thedrop. Father Boyle, from whém he had
received the saerament, stood at his right hand,
holding a smali erucifix, and at bis lefthand si00d
Father Wigget.  Major Russell then read.inn
clear voice, the long ché\&,n:s and specifications,
in which the rame of Jeff. Davis was included.
Witz listened 10 the todions document iwith atten-
tion, nodding assent to some portions and shak-
ing his head negatively when other sections were*
being read, Father Boyle would occasionally
present tho crucifix to bim as if to strenthen him
tor the coming strugglo by hopes of divine tor-
giveness.  Occasionally the impaticnt crowd
without would give hideous yells, at which
the criminal wonld  be 50IE  UNCAS-
ness, Then Father' Borle would  dispiay
the symbol of redemption, saying, “Faith,
hope, charity, repentance will save you.” At last
the reading of tho charges, the specificatious, the .
finding.of the cburt and the President’s anproval
of'the sentence had been completed, ane T
Russcll turning toward the prisoner asked himif
he kad any remarks to moke. He replied in an
unconcerued tone that he had no wish to say
anything to the pubdlic. To the major he would
say that he:died innoceirty - He had-bit-once 4o+
die; his hope was in the future.  Major Russcll
then shook hands with him, reeeiving bis thauks
for courteous treatmeat, The priests bade him
farewell, with wonds of consolation, and retired,
He stood crect upon the drop. The hangiman
pinioned Lis arms and feet, adjusted the fatal
ngose and put on the black cap. Then 'cum-
menced unenrthly yelts from those outside of
the prison yard, as il excernting the perpetrator
of atroclous crueltics,  Munjor Kusselt rised bis
cap—the drop ell—Henry Wirz, with a sudden
plunge, was _‘l’mn',:cd by the ncck until he wia
dead,” it wad seven minutes afler the dmmll

¥

hefore the convulsive movements of the
ceaseed, aned the subrequent surgical vxamination
showed that hig neck was not hroken.
hanging fiteen minutes the hody was takcl
carried into the dead room, where it was placed
in a coftin and entrusted 10 Father Boyle. The
hody s to be drpo. i it ol the Catho- |
lie cemetery nntil the wi of Mrs, Wirz con- !
cerning it cnn be mwvde know: .
| Mis Attempt at Xuicide.
WAsHINGTOX, Nov. 12.—Capt. Wirz,
incomplete diaiy, under date of Oct. 1st, say
man way atthat time placed in hiscell 1o prevent
any attempt ho roight make to take his own life,
but theman fell asleep,  He writes that the ceass
on why he did not put an end to his existeuse
was, becauge what he sufTered was by the will of
God, and in the scconyl place, he owed it to bim-
solf, his family, relatives, and to the worl at
lur;e, to prove his iunocence.  But the fatt has
Just been made public at some weeks ago, dar
ing the visitof Wirz's wirg to Washington, an at-
tempt war tiado by her to foreatall the seatence.of
thecourt in her husband’s cass by poisouing him.
When kissing him at porting in tho cell, after
one of their interviswve, she managed to convey
trom her own mouth into his a litde ball'of
stryehnine coverod with contings of oiled silk
and teorice,  Col. Baker, who was present and
nuticed tho suspiciods proccoding, sprang.- (ot
wanl, and, by reizing Wirz by tho throat, com-
prlh-«\ him to spit out tho article. An examina-
tion showed ity poisonous character and the ob-
Jectit was desigmed to nocomplish, M, Wire
waa not agaln allowsd to” visit her fusbaad in
hiseell. -
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