Freedom’s Shore: Tunis Campbell and the Georgia Freedmen. By Russell
Duncan. (Athens and London: University of Georgia Press, c. 1986.
Pp. xvi, 175. $20.00.)

Tunis Campbell was a black northerner who moved to St. Catherines
Island during the Civil War and attempted to establish a self-supporting and
apparently democratic community of free blacks under the aegis of the
Freedmen’s Bureau. He was something of an idealist and a visionary, for
after being fired from the bureau in 1866 he used his own money in an
attempt to build a similar community of black freeholders on the former
BelleVille Plantation in McIntosh County. A charismatic leader, he built
and led a political machine during radical Reconstruction and served in the
state constitutional convention, in the state senate, and as a justice of the
peace in McIntosh County. In the legislative positions he was a predictably
vigorous proponent of equality; in the judgeship, a vigorous—perhaps
unusually vigorous —defender of black workers from abuse at the hands of
employers. His machine survived Redemption in 1870. Indeed, it survived
his imprisonment in 1875 on charges that were the result of a Redeemer
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conspiracy. Clearly, Campbell was an extraordinary person, well worth the
attention of historians for what he wrought and for what he believed.

In writing a book about Tunis Campbell, Russell Duncan faced a serious
challenge. Manuscript sources are thin or nonexistent on virtually every
part of this man’s life and thought except for his contested elections to the
Georgia state legislature and his trials, convictions, appeals, and imprison-
ment at the hands of Redeemer authorities. Nevertheless, from the very
little that is known or can be discovered about Campbell, Duncan extrapo-
lates his actions and his beliefs and places those suppositions or conclusions
within a broadly drawn portrait of political developments in McIntosh
County and in the state of Georgia. The result is a sympathetic work that, of
necessity, hovers on the edge between fiction and history.

Many who read this book may therefore resist Duncan’s unsubstantiated
attribution of motivation and ideology to Campbell. There is not much evi-
dence about what Campbell did, let alone what he thought. For example, the
enterprise at BelleVille may well have been rooted in black separatism, and
Campbell may have favored “Separatism for Strength,” as the title of the
first chapter of the book suggests, but there is not much evidence about
BelleVille, and there is no evidence in any known source that would estab-
lish whether Campbell understood or described his actions in that or in
some other way.

Some historians might suggest that this book should not have been writ-
ten. They would be mistaken. Freedom's Shore makes an interesting charac-
ter as accessible as he is likely ever to be. It should be appreciated as a
speculative portrait. It should also, however, be used as a source by others
paying close attention to endnotes to distinguish between what can be estab-
lished and what is supposed about Tunis Campbell.

Washington and Jefferson College CHARLES L. FLYNN, JR.



	Article Contents
	p. 127
	p. 128

	Issue Table of Contents
	The Journal of Southern History, Vol. 54, No. 1 (Feb., 1988), pp. 1-169
	Front Matter [pp. ]
	Aristocrats of Color: South and North The Black Elite, 1880-1920 [pp. 3-20]
	Climate and Southern Distinctiveness [pp. 21-44]
	Beyond Planters and Industrialists: A New Perspective on the New South [pp. 45-68]
	"The Last Stand": The Fight for Racial Integrity in Virginia in the 1920s [pp. 69-92]
	Book Reviews
	Review: untitled [pp. 93-95]
	Review: untitled [pp. 95-96]
	Review: untitled [pp. 97-98]
	Review: untitled [pp. 98-99]
	Review: untitled [pp. 100-101]
	Review: untitled [pp. 101-103]
	Review: untitled [pp. 103-104]
	Review: untitled [pp. 104-105]
	Review: untitled [pp. 105-106]
	Review: untitled [pp. 107-108]
	Review: untitled [pp. 108-109]
	Review: untitled [pp. 109-110]
	Review: untitled [pp. 110-112]
	Review: untitled [pp. 112-114]
	Review: untitled [pp. 114-115]
	Review: untitled [pp. 115-116]
	Review: untitled [pp. 116-118]
	Review: untitled [pp. 118-119]
	Review: untitled [pp. 119-120]
	Review: untitled [pp. 120-121]
	Review: untitled [pp. 121-122]
	Review: untitled [pp. 122-123]
	Review: untitled [pp. 123-124]
	Review: untitled [pp. 125-126]
	Review: untitled [pp. 126-127]
	Review: untitled [pp. 127-128]
	Review: untitled [pp. 128-130]
	Review: untitled [pp. 130-132]
	Review: untitled [pp. 132-133]
	Review: untitled [pp. 133-134]
	Review: untitled [pp. 134-135]
	Review: untitled [pp. 135-137]
	Review: untitled [pp. 137-139]
	Review: untitled [pp. 139-141]
	Review: untitled [pp. 141-142]
	Review: untitled [pp. 142-143]
	Review: untitled [pp. 143-145]
	Review: untitled [pp. 145-148]
	Review: untitled [pp. 148-149]
	Review: untitled [pp. 149-150]
	Review: untitled [pp. 150-151]

	Book Notes [pp. 152-158]
	Historical News and Notices [pp. 159-169]
	Back Matter [pp. ]



