JOHN M. LANGSTON DEAD.

Was First Negro Ever Elected to
Office by Popular Vote.
Washington, Nov. 1)—bx-l,ungres<m\n
John M. Langston of Virg
the prominent colored men of ® the
country, died here at 2:30 this evenling.
He was 63 years of age, having been born
A slave in 1820, He was emancipated at
the age of G years and wis educated al
Oberlin, where he graduated from the
theologieal department in I35 e after-
wards studied law and practical his pro-
fession until 1869, during which time he
held several township othces in Ohio,
being the first colored man _elected 10
office in the United States by populir
voie. In 1869 he was given the protessor-
ship of law at Howard university, re-
maining with that institution for seven
years. From 187 to 1885 he was United
States minister and consul general to
Hayti. Upon his return to_this country
he became president of the Virfima Nor-
mal and Collegiate institute at Veters-
burg, Va., where he remained for tnree
years, when he was elected to the Fulty-
first congress and was given his seat on
a contest. Since 1891 Mr. Langston has
been prominent in polities, but did not

hold office.




