Bishop Turner’s
Funeral Impressive

\IANY DIG\T’I‘ABIFS IN A. M. E.
CHURCH PRESENT

Tt ds Pay Last R ts to the
Great Divine

Atlanta, Ga.—The funeral of Bishop,
Henry McNeil Turner, senior bishop ot‘
the A. ML E. Church, was held at Blg
Bethel A. M. E. Church, this city, on
last Wednesday.

The attendance and procession \v:ere
among the largest ever seen in At-
lanta. The spacious auditorium of Big
Bethel Church could hold only a small
part of the immense throng present
i which completely filled Auburn avenue,
:Butler street and all of the adjofning
spaces. The erowd outside was order-
Iy, however, and traffic was not seri-
ously interfered wlith at the corger.

The following program was conduct-
ed by Bishop J. 8. Flipper who acted as
master of ceremonies:

‘The processional was softly played
during which Bishop B. F. Lee, now
the senlor bisxhop, led the procession
of Bishops and General Officers while
reciting the burial ceremonies for the
church services.

First hymn......Bishop C. T. Shaffer
Prayer............Blshop L. J. Coppin
Song, “He knows”,...Dr. B. F. Watson
Scripture reading........Bishop John
Harst.
“Lead kindly light”’...... Bethel cholir
Reading obituary..Bishop H. B, Parks
Sermon..........Bishop J. S. Flipper
#Jesus recelves his own”....Dr. B. F.

Watson.

Five minutes remarks....Bicbhops B.
¥F. Tee and W. D. Chapelle.

“Holy spirit”......Morris Brown Uni-
versity Quartette.

Five minutes remarks....Bishop J. H.

Jones and J. M. Connor.

“Home at last”...... Dr. B. F. Watson

162 telegrams, letters and resolu-
tions were announced by Prof J. R.
Hawkins, financial secretary and a few
were read by him. Drxs J. G. Robin-
son, L. A. Townsley, J. F. Porter and
sevéeral others read resolutions.

The following were the active pall-
bearers: Drs. J. A. Hadley, C. M. Tan-
ner, J. L. Flemming, J. R. Flemmliiz
R. V. Branch, W. C. Shelton, H. D.
Canady, I W. Jarvis. Among the 56
honorary pall-bearers were Revs. R.
H. Singleton and P. F. Curry of Sa-
vannah.

Almost every episcopal district con-
nected had one or more representatives.
The representatives from the Gorgla
conference were Revs. R. H. Singleton,
and J. T. Thomas, ministers. and
Meswrrs E. Seabrook and A} G. Hol-
brook, of Savannah, laymen.

Four bishops were absent: Bishop
J. A. Johnson and W. H. Heard, of
Atrlcs. Bh-hbp Evans Tyer of New
York and Bishop C. S. Smith of Texas.

The, floral offering was most elab-
orate:. The sermon by Bishop Flip-
per was a great effort. ‘The inter—\
ment {n South View cemetery.

lehop Turner was born in Abbeville,

. C.. February 1, 1831, and died at
“'1m].~tor, Ont.. Can. at 12:45 Satur-|
day May 8, 1915, In the Sith year of
his age. .

He was found unconscious in the
streets of Windsor at an early hour
on Saturday morning: by & policeman
and taken to thecA. M. E. Church par-
sonage. All that medical skill could
do was done, but he never regained con-
sclousness and passed away at the
hour named, thus obtaininz his oft-
expressed desire not to die on the
soil of the United States.

His body lay instate “from May
11 to 1S8th at the Episcopai residence
on Young street arnd for 24 hours,
May 18th and 19th at Blg Bethel
Church, during which time 22,600 per-
sons white and colored took the last
Jook at the face of the fallen divine.

He is survived by his wife, Mrs. L.
L. Turner; two sons, DavidP. and
John M. Turner; a8 number of grand
and great grand children and a sorrow-
ing church and race to mourn his losss
but he fell as he lived. He died at
his post.

Bishop Turner recelved 160000 mem-
bers In the\church and was known as
the Mlsslonary Bishop. 'He was 35
yearg a bishop and 30 years the sen-
for. He d in the
of the church in Georgia and, organized
the church In West.,and South Africa.

Resslution én the Desth ‘of Blshep

., M. Turner

‘Whereas, 1t had pieaséd our Heaven-
Iy Father,,in His vylsdom, to remove
from the spbere of His earth!y ac-
tivities, Rt. Rev. Henry lcheIl Tuiner,
D. D, L L D, D.C. L, senlorpxsnop
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(Continued from page one)

‘of the A. M. E. Church at the ripe age
of 8% years, and

Whereas, Bishop Turner was one of
the foremost men of the-race in this
ountry and one of<the greatest men
of the age, and
 Whereas, his love and learning, his
originality and scholarship, obtained
‘thru continuous application to study
in the yaried fields of human know-
ledge, have made his life an example
for the young. and
‘ Whereas, his great love for Ms race
and his keen and propletic vision as
to its futufe welfare and growth have
endeared him to the present generation
wherever the’'Negro is dispersed thru-
out the world, and

‘Whereas, his work and sacrifices as
chaplain in the U. S. Army (lung the
Civil war; as member of the consti-
tutional -Convention ,and both Lranches
of the state le"hlature during  the
period of reconstruction; as post-
master at Macon, Ga., and Govern-
ment Inspector at Savannah, Ga; a
organizer, pas?or, presiding elder gen-
eral officer, for 35 years bishop and 23
years senior bishop of the A. M. E.
Church and the founder of the mission-
ary work of the A M. E Church in
Africa, crossing the ocean not less than
six, times to visit these far off fields
of missionary endeavor, have left to
the race and church a rich legacy that
shall serve as an inspiration to the
generations that are yet to come,
Therefore be it

Rerolved, that we the members of
the Evangelical Ministers” Unlon, bow
in bumble submission to the will of
Him who doeth all things well.

Second, that in the death of Bishop
Turner, the country has lost an hon-




ored citizen; the, race = ’.vrave and
faithful chgmpion and leader, the
church a smrifbal father, the family
a fond husband ﬂﬂ(l Iather and « kind
protector, the cause of chiistian en-
deavor & noble example and the young
a worthy soum ot inspliration. [
Third, that we'cherish his memory
and transmit to.our children in tra-
dition, hfgfory.and song the glorious

deeds of our \'euerable sire.
Fourth, that[‘!hese resolutions be
reqd at the funeral services of the de-
ceased at Big Bethel A. M. E. Charch,
Atlanta, Ga., Wednesday May 19 1915,
2 eopy to-be sent’to the press, a copv'
1

to the bereaved famlily and that these
resolutions be a part of the record of
the Ministers’ .Union.

Fifth, that we commend the tnmﬂ_\'
to the tender cdre of {Him who hath
promised to be a husband to the widow
and a ‘father to the fatherless.

Sixth, that the Unlon now adjourn
as a mark of respect to the distin-
guisned divine.

Respectfully,
R. H. SINGLETON  J. A, MARTIN
A. L. SAMPSON J. 8. STRIPLINA

G. P. PRESCOTT A. P. ATKINS
P. F. CURRY.  ° J. S. JENEINS
C. C. CARGILE B. S. HANNAH

Wm. DANIELS B J ROSS




