THREATENED CRISIS!

How a Nezm Jastice hurly Brought on
International Trooble,

During the reign of the carpetbag-
gers in Georgia a vegy black but brainy
old negro named Tunis G. Campbell
came down from the north and became
one of the leaders of his race.

In the course of time Campbell was
made & justice of the pencs at the port
of Darien. Then the troulle hegan in
sarnest,

Justice Campbell had no use for the
whitez because he knew that they cor-
dielly bated him.

But he did not confine his animosity
to Georgians or to Democrats. He em-
ployed a number of megro oomstables,
authorized them to carry weapons, and
in a short time made his court a terror
to the community.

Somuch by way of introduction. One
#Fummer a British sailing vessel came to
Darien and took on a cargo of naval
stores. Before getting ready to-sail the
euma!n settled everything duefrom him
and his crew—that is, everything in the

'way of a just acconnt. He secured his
Ppapers, when reveral negro traders of
the lowest class umespectedly put in
claims for goods that had never been
purchased.

These cormarants slleged that the
captain sud bis sailors were indebted to
them for meals, merchandise, lodging
and other thin;

It was evident that these claims were
fraudulent, and the captain coatinned
hier ]'Jrepfmtiuns for his departure.

. e was to weigh anch
Justice Campbell held a consultation
with a shyster lawyer.

I want to hold that foreigner
here,”” gaid Campbell, **until he scttles
theso bills!”*

“In Epgland,” replied the lawyer,
*“when you want to prevent people from
leaving the conntry, you issns awrit of
ne exeat regnum.”’

Justice Campbell came near falling to
the floor.

“Just say that again,’ ho said ex-

y.

A writ of no exeat regnum.”

““Isee—Isee,” said Campbell. “Well,
Iwant you to draw up one and keep
that fellow here.’*

‘Tho shyster’s resources wers limited,
and he explained to his friend that reg-
nam meant kingdom, and as this coun-
try was a republic there would have to
be a change in the verbiage.

*‘Change it,’’ commarded the black
Justice.

The lawyer then admitted that he
kmew very little Latin, and for that rea-
&on was somewhat embarrassed.

*“This 18 & republic,’” he saxd.

*All right,*’ was the prompt reply of
Campbell. **Draw up awnt of no exeat
republicum.”

“I am afraid it is hmilmtm,"ob;ect‘
ed the lawyer.

“I'll make it stick,’ answered the
Jjustice. ““I'll sign the paper and swear
in s1x special constables to enforce it.*”

This was enough, and the lawser pro- |
ceededl to draw up the most remarkable
document ever seen in America. -

The wrt covered 20 pages of foolscap '
and ordered the Englichman, under the
severest pains and penlties, to remain
with his ship at Darien until he settled
all claims.

Téwas a sultry August afternoon, and
thg vessel was about ready to depart,
when it was boarded by Justice Camp-
bell and sixnegroconstables armed with

guns.

The justico read the writ to the cap-
tain, and after informing him that the
constables would remain until the mat-
ter was udjusted the judicial tyrant
went ashore again.

The captain retired to the cabin with
the mate and talked it aver.

Finally a plan of action was agreed
upon, and when the ship’s officers reap-
peared they were apparently in a good
bumor. They told the constables that
they were welcome as* the representa-
tives of the law and requested them to
enjoy the freedom of the vessel.

The constables were overwhelmed
with tobacco and cigars and an occa-
siopal dram wontil their suspicions van-

‘Then the captain and his crew dis-
played still more hospitality, and the
bottle was }reely ‘passed aroand.

8 were
in a dranken slember, theeffect of their
drugged liquor, and the captain and his
men were wide awake and perfectly
eober,

The blacks were carefally deposited in
a boat and set adrift in the harbor, and
then the British sloop quietly weighed
anchor and left the port at an hour
when Justice Campbell was dreaming of
his new and worderful writ of ne exeat
sepublicam.

The constables were picked up next
day and sent to jail for neglect of duty,
but tho vessel was then beyond reach.

The British captain went straight to
Savannah, where he laid his case before
hisconsal and demanded an apology znd
an mdemnity from the United States
government

The cons-nl foond it difficnlt to keep
his face straight when he heard the

stary. R
*‘Itison ontrage,” he said tothe cap-
tain, *but it is a pecnliar one and of a
Judicronsnatare, If I'were you, I would
oot hold a friendly government respan-
sible for the conduct of a few ignerant
persons, who bave not been fres loag
encugh to kncw their own rights and
respect the rights of others.
xs required a good deal of talk to ap-
pease the Epglishman, but after he had
been wined r1d dined by the merchants
and had told his story a score of times,
. amid roars cf langhter, he began to re-
gard the affairasagood joke and agreed
l to let it drop.
And thus ended what threatened to
be o serions international complication.
~~Chiesgo Times-Herald




