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This is 2 work which will be gladiy welcomed |

by the friends of freedom. As a writer, Freder- ‘

ich Donglass has few cquals. Boid, vigorous, ‘
truthful, €loquent, he pietures with startling in-
tensity the curse of slavery. And. if any more
evidecce were needed to show the damning char-
acter of this “institution,” the very fact that 1t has
beld in chains a man of his intellect, is enough.—
The *facts—facts, terrible and almost incredible,
it may be—yet facts, nevertheless™ which 1his
book gives, press home with fearful power, Here
is no fietion. but “nawes and places are hiterally
given,” and “ every transaction deseribed actoally
transpired.” Thes is one great reason why the
book will prove a strong lever against slavery.

Facts are what we waot in batthng against a

giant wrong. They carry a convinciag weight

which cannot be overturned.
The jntroduction is written by James 3{cCune

Smith. We quote [rom that:

* % &“Like the antobiography of IIugh Mil-
Ter, 1t carries us so far back into ealy childhood,
as 10 1hrow lizht upon the question. = when posi.
uive and persistent memory begins in the human
being” And, fike Hugh Miller, he must have
been a shy, old-fushioned child, occasionally op-
pressed by what be could not well accuant for,
peering and pohing about among the layers of
right and wrong. of tyrant aud thrall, and the
wonderfalness of that bopeless tide of thmgs
which brought power to one race, and unrequited
toil to apotber, unul, finally, he stumbled upon
Lis - first-found Awmomte” ludden away down
in the depths of Ius own patare, and wh.ch reveal-
ed to him the fact that liberty and r ght, for all
wmen, were antertur 1o slavery and wrong. ~ Yhen
his knowled-e of the worll was bounded by the
visible horizon on Col. Lioyd’s plantaticn, and
while every thinz around tam bore 3 fixed, won
stamp, a5 if it had always been so, this was, for
one 89 young, a'notable discovery.

“To s uncomtnon memory, then, we must add
a keen and accurate insight into men and things;
an origmal breadth of common sense whrch enz.
bled him to see, and weigh. and compare whatever
passed before hiw, and which hindled a dewire to
search ou: and define their relatiuns to other
things not ve potent, but which never suecomb to
the marvelous nor the supernatural; a sacred
therst for hberty and for learning, first as 3 means.
of attaininz liberty, then as an end 1o stseif most
desirable; a will; an unfaltering enery and de-
termination to obtain what his soul prononnced
desirable ; a majestic self kood ; deterwined cour-
age; adeep and agonizing sympathy with his
imbruted, crushed and bleeding fellow slaves. and
an extraordinary depth of passion, tozether with
that rare alliance between passion and in‘ellcct,
which enables the former, when deeply Toused,
to excite, develop and sustain the Iatter.

P T T N

It is not without a fecting of pride, dear read-
er; that [ present you with this book. The son
of a selfemancipated bond-woman, I feel joym
introducing to yoa my brother, who bas rent his
own bonds, and who 1o his every relation—as a
pablic mav, as a husband, and as a father—is sach
as doeg honor to the land which gave him birth.
1 shall place this book m the hands of the only
child spared me, bidding him strive and emulate
its noble example. You may do hkewise, Itisan
Awmencan book, for-Americans, in the fullest sense
of theidea. Itshows that the worst of institu-
tioas, in its worst aspect, cannot heep down the
energy, trutbfulness, and earnest struggle for the
Tight, It proves the justice and practicability of
immediate emancipation, It shows that any mzn
in our fand, ¥ no matter 1a what battle his hiberty
may have been cloven down, * * * * * po
| matter what complexion an Indian or au African
sun may have burned upon him,” not only may
~staod forth redeemed and disenthralled,” but
may als0, stand up a candidate for the highest suf-
frage of a great people—the tribute of theirhon-
est, hearty admiration. Reader, Vale!




