| “Nearo Crrzensmip—In the Constitution of
Penmylvnum, in “force in - 183u, 1(. was prondcdf
that. :

““In elections by tho cltlzens, ov ery free man of
thie ‘age of tyenty-ona years, Naving rosided in the
| State fwo yenrs before the election, and having
| that time paid-a State or county tax, shall en‘;oy
the right of an elector” |
.In the yenr, 1835, a'negro who was o free man,
~ oﬂ'cred his voto at un clection, and- it 'was refused
’ the irspectors, ~ e brought ‘suit n[,mnsr. them,
| p{wmg hig right to vote upon the above constitu-
| tional provision, The case was elaborately argued,
and Chief ‘Justice Gibson delivered tho opinion of
| the Court, and, decided- that even under the: pro~
| vision giving to every fred man” o right'to vote,
| & nogro, though not & slnve, wag'not & free man'in
| the. logal menning of ‘those. words,' The conven-
| tion which:formed the,now Constitutioi of Penn-’
| sylvania _had nlso, whllo this 'snit -wag~pending,
| decided by ' very lafge majarity, that negroes:
were not entltied to vote, but to make the matter
| doubly sure, they, insertod in the new. Constitu..
| tion & proyision couﬁning the rlght of suﬁ‘mgo to
: “whne i ‘persons. SO




