DAMNING OUTRAGE.

A Youthjul Viettn of aa O1d Jun’s
Tifist—The Fordyce Bradbury
Rape Case—A Little
More Law Du

wmanded. |

| Yesterdsy, at the office of Squife Uald -
well, Thomss Bradbury, charged with
outraging the peron Of Admie Laura
Fordyce, & becoming little miss ot four-
toon ~years, was tried and discharged
from custody, the evidence befora the
Squire not being sufficient, 1n the opin-
isn of the court, to bold the prijoner.
Duning the progress of lhs trial, how-
ever, tacts were developed, if the evi-
dence of witaetses be sccepted as fucts,
that show a crime to have been commit
ted that 15 too hormble for even the
lowest brute who lives and breathes
under the blue camopy of heaven toi
countenanca. The most disgusting, the
most revolting, and we ust say, the
most damping outrage thut has ever
bceurred 10 the annals of the history of
the city—one which would tarnish the
aame of the devil himself, were he to be
guilty of such » crime—has been com-
mitted, and the perpetralor througha
supposed lack of evidence aliowed to
go unpunished. Even 1f the charge of
18pe be not sustained, the crimo  still re-
maios too horrible to contemplate, and
the failura ofthe law to_provide for the
punishmect of & man guilty of enticing &
Iittle girl of the age of fourteen years
10to hia room, as the evidence in  this
case clearly illusirates was dove, and
there having criminal connection with
her, even be 1t with her consent, only adds
tothe greatdanger to which theiittle
daughters of our citizens are subjected,
and a danger from the effects of which
there can ba no redsmption, onco haviag
fallen a victim. Among the witnesses
examined yesterday were, for the de-
fonse Messrs. Wash Pumphrey, Wm.
Phullips, Block, Chas. H. Berry, An-
drew White and B. B Dovener, and for
the presecution, Annie Laura Fordyce,
the youthtul victim of wan’s lust, Mrs.
8. E. Gaylor, the mother, and Dr. Her-
vey. The evidenca adduced is too dis-
guetiog and, revolting for publication.
"The substance, however, was 1o the effect
‘that Bradbury bad confessed to other
parties that he had criminal intercourse
/with his victim at various times, but
with ber consent, and to substaatiate the
theory-that the morals of the girl were
ool such as they should be, G.
W. Pumphrey, a butcher testified
to the effect "that he had credited
her for goods purchased from him for
privilezes which should gondemn and
place bim below the level of the veriest
brate. The ovidence of Mr.Charles H.Ber
3 was 1o the sftoct that he had given the
wother of the girl five dollara (he
thinking that the girl was enciente) and
bad promised to give twenty-five dol-
lars ‘more in order to send her to Al-
legheny,. Pa, and placa her m charge
of & pbysician for the purpose of hav-
10 an aborton produced. This, ho
says, e proposed doing for the bevefit
of Bradbury, and in order to quiet the
mother of the girl. Dr. Hervy, the
physician who was called 1n to attend
on the rirl, testified that he had made
an  examinstion of Anzie For-
dyce, Bt the request of
ber mother, on the 13th of February,
ten days after the outrage wes alleged to
have beon committed, and found every
evidence of virginity up to a recent
date. He said that the hymen wss
badly ruptured, the girl seriously injured
and there was every cvideuca of an out-
raga. Yet m view of this fuct, and lhe
fact that Bradbury’s own witnesses had
testified that he had acknowledged to
them that he had had crimmal inter-
course with the girl, an alhi was proved,
and the man who, according to his own
confession, if ibe evidence of his own
witnesses s 1o be_relied upon, has been
instrumental 10 blighting the_lifs of a
youthful 1nnocent, now stalks the streots
a0 “mnocent * man, according 10 law.
Thia failure of the law o protect the
virgin purity of youthtul daughters and
stskers, cries out aloud for a remedy, and
unless that remedy be found through
legal means, the avenging hand of the
father or brother of injured innocence is
sure to all on the offending head ot him
who i8 not possessed of that common de-
cency shown by brutes o the opposite
sex, .




