THE TEMPERANCE, SOCIETY.

The General Society for the U. States, has assem-
bled in Philadelphia, and adjourned on Tuesday
!l'nsl. Thae Convention was organized in the Hall of
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address anlmatingly enforced, conteaded that the phrases-
logy of the was i K P 5 20

that jt did not meet the exigencies of the case, or the cla-
mors raised sgainst the cause. He considered it of vital
importance to deny unhesitatingly ant ivocally the
charges alleged against the societies of attempling 1o in-
terfere in the political relations of any class; and particu-
larly that there should-be a specifie denlal of the tharge
of proclaiming abolition, or essaying emancipation. They
should fearledsly pronounce on these charges, and at once
nail the falsehood to the counter. They have been per-
mitted to agitate the South, and have afiaken the stabiiity
of the Usion to its centie, The banner of temperance

emanclpatlon, at the same time that they advocale the
oause of temperancé, our brethren of the South are not
therefore to suppdse, that the questions are !

peased by repaated denlals. Now the resofutlon ehows
what cbjects are to be pursued, and what to promoted.
Let then singly and separafel

or, that being desirous of prowoting the cause of tempe-
rance, ﬂney‘must therefore necessanly interfere with the
practice of $lavery. Their resource is to discontinue sub-
scn{ung_ for such periodicals; they can preyent the dis-
semination in their districts of such works as a i

P ¥s bo
on their bavner Gnfusled over the world, snd then the ge-
niusof the cause may adopt the motto of old, in hee signo
vinces.

Afr. Brace, with the consent of the Cun:remion, with

and forward those which are temperate in their advocacy,
and devoted solely to the cause of temperance. The
School Secieties in the Scuth are various and of a complex
nalure; yet do they" merge all differences, and unite in
one grand object, each pursuing it according to its own pe-

should be unfurled, and potless from the alleg:

The cause is one and singlesthe truth should prevail over
all. It hasbeensaid thaf money is power, that knowlege
is power, but he aflirmed that truth is power; and the
truth should be emblazoned on the door, that he who en-
ters the threshold may instantly perceive the nature of the

p ion sought. -\ deternii on the sub-
Jeets should be inade (it intended to have effect) et this
stage of the i e itted 3 pre-

amble with accompanying resolutions, as additions fo_the
lution of the il d the
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mentioned. )

Dr. Brantley of Philadelphia, a delegate from a Georgia
Temperance Saciety, strenuously opposed such an amend-
ment.  He did not consider it necessary to enter a_pro-
test, or make a disclaimer against any sinister insinuation=.
The consciousness of recttude ean slways support itsell
in It3 own dignity and purity, and should never descend to
a practical or paltry explanation. That private julou=ic3

ezl and d inat

culiar per So ean it be with the temperance so-
cieties. The members may differin political asd religious
opinions; but il i the object of the reformation of the in-
temperate habits'of the community, all are unanimous,
then should they as bedies or individuals agree to dis-
agree on other topics. The propercourss of the Conven-
tion is to preserve a dignified silence.

Mr. Talmadge of Georgia, is also against any dischimer
on auy subject. True, he had been persuaded before he
came to this Cx ion, and heard this d ion, that a
denial of some kind would be useful, even if it were not
essential. In his route hero, he had passed through the
Carolinas, and had been spoken to on the subject by some
of hi i th d they bad !
pressed their opinions also that some denial would be zc-
ceptable, Yet when these learn what aepéct the Jiscus-
sion has wworn; when they see ihat there hasbeen nv real,
or contemplated inferfercnice, they will not demond an
unnecessary, and therefore a ridiculous pledge. I one
Jisclai on thetopic of slavery be given, hundreds on

or pelty piques should have 1
such animadversions and base falseb was 10 be ex-
pecied; but that any person or society exulting and proud
in the consciousness of its own integrity, should conde-
seend to explanations, endeavoring to obsiate the s=per-
sions of malignancy or_error, was ot 1o be expected of
dignity or propriety. The convention, like the societies,
should preserve a stagle, and simple, aud digniticd course,
and treat the charges as subjects of riticule or contempt.
Like the Bible Socicties, sending the book iute the
world without note or comment, so should be the con-
vention. If an explanation were naw given, commen-
taries would abuund, and embarrass or obacure ; and
all the snapping auil snarllngs of inferior minds should be
made the obj £ soli planati noyance
They must then take cognizance of all that morbid =ensi-
bility may suggest orsurmise, of every speciesof mischief,
tatent or ifest. The resolu ! e
amply comprehensive to satisly imparlial and disinterested
judgments. DBlore than this need not require to be grati-
"fied. The removal of obloguy is mot so essential as an
bl ined ghiforward course; apd the
objectsof the Convention should not evaporata in idls

@'

other subjects will be required; and ifthey are unanswer-
ed, they trill be supposed trne.  But he thinksthat noex-
traneous tapic shouid entwive round the grand subject;
and that the object of temperance should be held out in
bold relief and prominent. The sole object being stated
as in the resolution of_ tha committee of which he had the
honor to be a member, and of which he sincesely approv-
ed, would he enoughip satisfy any calmpand dispassionate,
any impartial or intelligent mind: and it certainly would
satisfy the people in the Carolinas, who are men of rea-
son. ~ No other disclaimer should be given by or required
from this venerable body.

Mr. Brace again advocated hisamendment. The argu-
ments he had heard were in<utficient to convince hitw of
their vafidity. He had brought forwand the subjeet from
the purest and best motives, yiclding to none in anxiety
for tbe cause of temperance; but sull solicitous that the
good of the societies should not be evil spoken of; and
ausious that when a charge is thus publicly made, it
should be as publicly refeted. The Lord Jeeus Chaist did
not refuse to answer by a denial, charges that hed been
de against bim-—and shatl the judgment of the child of
1 hea be putin ition to that of the son of God 7

the Tem-
werds or g 1

perance Socie?iea are determined to ke.ep (hem«elgu -
cure in their own native diguity, trusting that their con-
duct would afford the best answer to all aspersions oridie

He does not cousider it to be Jerogatory to any persons or
party openly tadisavow any unjust accusation'that may be
made; and he considers ihat'the cause of temperance
should bo as Csar evpres<ed of his wife—not only pure,

mors..
mMr. Graham of New York, supported tho
of the gentlewan from Washington. He was aware that
it is not udispengable for lhecauventwg 'a‘: enter a'dmx::i:’}:;

gainst all ions or allegations that prej

;:onp"a;;atez Hae i satisfied that it is Dot necessary thata
apecific answer should be given that the Temperance go-
cielies are vehicles of masonry or of Infidelity.  But the
chargo of interlering in the question of shyery, and of
seehtng to produce n dissension in this respect by the
aorthern states against the south, is of manifest and para-
mount importance from the positions or consequences in-
volved in its consideration. In the charges of masonry or
infidelity, no demarcation of localtties can be drawn: but
in the question of slavery sectional jealausies can operate
manifestly to the detriment or destruction of the best in-
terests of this country. The cause of temperance will be
impeded or annibilated, unless a specific denial in this re.
spect is enforced by the National Couvention..

Dr. Brantley briefly Ked that & diselai

but above suspi Considesing that the rumors are pre-
valent, and that they have produced sectional Jjealousies
that may distract the interests or dissever the bonds of
union between the States, he considers it would be a gra-:
tification a3 well #3 an indispenable requisite to mahe a
disclaimer as a salve to sppease the agitation. It can do
uo harmi 5 and it may produce mnch good. The greatness
of the lie —as urged by one speaker—iras no reason why
it should not be denied ; for the greater the lie, the great-
er (tn his opinion) is the necessity for denial.

Mr. Gray, of Virginia, is satisficd with the original re-
solution.

Mr. Breckenridye, of Balthmore, affirins thero has been
00 just cause for the suspicion, and that therefore there is
no necessity for a disclaimer. The trus state of the ob.
jection and'of the charges is, not that they ore strietly ap-
plicable to the Temperance Societies as such, bul that
the same men who are connected with thesa societles aro

1so d with some other societies, whose real and

would
be an iinplication of guilt.

Mr. Graham resumed, and said that not to denounce or
deprecate the charges made, would be a sileot sanction of
their accuracy; and willmilitate against. the interests of
the Union, and the objects of the temperance socicties.

Mr. Pitkia of Coou., V. P., expre.ssexl a desire that all

\ding Si b

al
professed object is or may be the question of aboliticn or
ewancipation, or any other topic, whether missionary or
masooic, religious or political :—but if such a connexion
exists, ia il reasonablc to demand of such persons a dis-
claimer on this or that subject, when a disclaimer would
be a sort gf advacacy or a silent sanction of the subject so

the gentlemen present from the s|. g
express their sentiments and leelings on the subject.
Mr. Adams of Virgicia i d that the ailegatl

It would be an injustice and an insult—and
a pledge would eodanger the causc in the eyes of God and
inan. ~A-disclaimer ou slavery would be a prop (o slavery.

had beeninjurious to the temperance cause; and had y}e-
vented many conscieutiously devoted or attached to the
object, from co-operaling in the reformation openly and de-
termiuedly as they otherwise might have done, Thst
the charges were made, he regretied ; but that, havin,

beeninade, been propagated extensively, and having been

‘The resolution is all that any have a right to seek or de-
mand; the resolution is all that the prudence of the Con-
vention should permit it to grant. Batter not touch the
question of slavery.

ev. Dr. Hewitt made 2 cireyymstantial statemant of
what he supposed originated the charges. In the *Journal
of Hi i i

the gource of anxiety and d he

would be advisable (o meetthen with a_distinct.denfal.

‘They appeared &he s2id) in their present form—as alluded

ta by adelegate in the early partof the day’s procecdings

—iathe Richmond Whig.
Mr, Keenan of Maryland Is determlned' apainst the

y, belicved to bei ly and entirely the
organ of the Awerican Teinperance Society, had been re-
published eome letters of Penn concerning the [ndisn
question, and also satue arliclos on slavery: and these belng
in the publicalion of that Society, were supposed to have
had lhAe‘ir sanction. It was very easy to connect—indecd,

amendment, and thinks that the criginal is suf-
ficiently p and factory. of
deny any charges would establish a very bad precedent,
that might invoke a thousand evils in ita train.' Al dif-
ferences would require to be thus. compromiseds.and the
Couvention would have to stop ta squabble with all, with
masons and anti-masons, Jackson-men and Anti Jackson-
men—with all parties, political, religious or social. But
the motto of the convention and of the temperance socie-
ties should bo that of the philasophier of oldwho on beiug
told that some petsons had calumniated himg—=4Give your-
selves no trouble aboutit: for I will live &0 that nobody
shall believe thewn.” So should it be with the convention.
—Their acts, not their words, should demoustrate their ob-
jects. They have not interfercd with slavery; they have
not d ined to i but itis not indisp fe nor
would it be useful to affiun that they are not determined
tointeriere. The quietus is best given in their conduct.
He hoped that opintons of any kind will not diisolve the
harmony of the ion, nor of the temp sacie-
ties, or their objects.—They should not be as the Israelites,
not proceed while under the cloud; but as fhey are now
emerging from the clouds afiszunr‘m-o and prejudice and
dissipation which have beendispelled hy the sun of teq-
perance, let us proceed onward steadily in our grarch, till
we arrive at the land of pronuse, the Canaan of reformation.
—Obloquies ¢hould be considered noobstacles; and where
charges are base and unfounded, they will soon be de-
tected, and will rather aid the cause they had been in-
tended to disparage or impede.

Br. Wood conndered that the temperance societics lnd
no sinister objects in view, and thatit is ae ridiculous to
impute a desire of convection between church and s ate,
23 between these societies and questions of politics or of
elavery. -

Mr. Kennedy of Virginia is pleased with tho smend-
ment; and cousiders it highly essential that an opinion
dep ive should be exp d by the C: ion ot the
eharges and idered that such an | wonld
have a salutary effect. Even if a disclaimer was naile
not in the minate mauner of the preamble and resolutions
of the g trom Washis , but on the slave
tion alone, it might prove sufficient or salistactory.

Bir. Bayler ot N. York did not think it possible to have
aresclution more comprehensive in its terms than that pro-
posed by the comuittre; sud that a general assertion of
that kind implied all pacticular dicclaimers. To State in
general terms what our objects are, is to state indirectly
whatour objects are not. e does not therefure percaive
the necessity for any particular disclaimersand cousiders
it would be humiliating to submit to oue.

Mr. Hunt of North Carolina has been an 2ctive agent
in the causs of temperance societies in the sauth, where
he has found that charges of the kind adverted to, have
notimpeded the reformation which has mat with its prin-
cipal embarrassments from the love ol money and the love
of rum. No one believes the chirges referred 10 in the
paper; but those who wish to believe them. They are
notorious falsehoads; and the greater the lie, the more
€asy is it to perceire whaose ehildren they are who tell f1.
—Noane behieves that the tetnperance socicties hate ulle-
rior ohjects in view, but those who wish it were so.or
arednven to frenzied desperation, by seeing at the hot-
tom of the glass, total abstinence. The he in this case

not t the causes of and
of slavery and the Indian question together in men’s opi-
nions, when they had thus been éonnecicd together in the
same publication. The auxillary quesyons were there-
{ore supposed to have liad the avowed countenance©f the
American Temperance Society; aud therefore caused the
suspicion furolved in the eharges, But if the American
Temperasce Society would distinctly disavow that they
had not countenauced the publication of them, he sup.
posed the diferences might at onee be compromiscds
and this he thinks essily eflected. For, secording to
the former statement of Dr. Edwards, the official oran
of that Society, nothiug is imediately sanctioned by Tat
Society which does not bear the signature of their agent.
Such a disclaimer is all that is necessary. Ho referred
3150 to the course pursucd by the *Genius of Temperinee
in a eimilar nanner combining several topics: so that
these publications had fo be bavished from the houses of
the planters in the South,

Mr, Watkins of Maryland, considered that disclaimers
would multiply sccusations,’ end beget remewed deninfs.
With many there willalways be a hon Inthe way. The
cause of témperance has pothing whateser todo with the
negro question: but there are many who will not be
cenvinced though an angel from heaven appeared to dispe}
theirdoubts: for, ilthey licar not Moses nuik the prophicte,
neither will they be persuaded, though one rose [roim the
dead. The time of the Convention will be spent in idie
talk, if they are to debate every idle rumor that may tie
broached. " They will rave to answer objections seriatim;
and attention will therefore bo diverted from the main
point.  This is what is desired by the enemies of the

P jon: but the C ion shiould in
its majesty dare ta be singly good. Thoso who will not
be satisficd with the original resolution, will be satisfied
with nothing; and none believe the charges but those
whoare predispoced to believe them; but fo gratify these
should be beneath the dignity of any august assembly or
judicious body. The lives of the fiiends of temperance
will atford the best commcntary on their opinions. Those
who do notcloosa to subscribe for publications in_which
are blended a Uiversity of subjects, can very easily pro-
cure one solely devoted to the cause of temperance; and
thus may the evil be eradicated or obviated.

M. Kennedy explained.

Mr. Gooilel rose tu make rome observations, concern-
ing the remarks that been made on his (verimlicnl, the
Genius of T ; but this was i
sary, and the hour of adjournment had arsived.

AFTERNUON SESSION.

The business was resumed this alternoon by some ob-
servations fram Dr. Atlee; and a propased amenidinent from
Mr. Collier of Washington, altering the amendinentof Mr.
Brace; but, on the suggastion of Mr. Linnard, of Philadel-
phia, it was declared not to be in onlter to reccive an
amendment essentially different in its principles from the
original proposition.

Mr. Stockton of Maryland is decidedly in favor

of the
test—

original re<oluti Tt 3{fonls th
teniperance and temperance alone. It contains the truth,
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, It is not ne-
cessary to mix up with it other questions of slavery or
politics; temperance is prominent and alone.

Mr. Randall of Maryland confessed himself fa favor ot
the The charges have been made not only

will help the cause: for the reaction by the

)} —Near 100 11
from Virginia—132 from Penpsylvanid, S&e. &e.
Chancelior Walworth of N. York, was chosen Pre-
sident, and the following as Vice Presidents, viz:
Roberts Vaux, Penn. ;John Tappan, Mass. ; I{on. Ti-
+ mothy Pitkin, Conn. ; Hon. P. D. Vroom, New Jer-
|sey s Judge 1Iull, Del.; John C. Herbert, Md. ; Col.

Lumpkin, Geo.; Dr. Wm. McDowell, S. C.

arp of the he, when cventually de-
tected and exposed, will more than counterbalauce the
prejudices that might be excited by its dissemination. It
does not become the dignity or simplicity of a christianto
deny in words what s conduct will best refute.

Dr. Brantley again opposed the amendment disclaiming
any interference with thisor that.—Those who are at pre-
sentdisposed to believe or make such unfounded charges,
will not believe a denial from those of whom they are

made, T euch a ion may be d

or,

e shall present hereafter a Summary of their
| Procecdings—but for the present, we must content
 ourselves, with laying before our readers the follow-
iing sketch of the” Debate which took place on a

subject, touching which, a strong effort has been
!umde to agitale the Southern” States.—It will be
seen, that the Convention absolutely refused to dis-
j claim all connection with the icipation of our

those whom they consider base enough to ect so, they will
iimagine base enough toconceal their faultsby a falseliood;
tand those who are base enongh to make the charges with-
1out adequate reasons, swill fancy that similar motives ope-
rale on others; and they ecannot be convinced against their
{own will. But he isnot satisfied that any such appre-
hension of interference is prevatent in the South, among

by enesmies to the Temperanuce Societies; but actually by
the friends, and it had been avowed even in this convention
that such suspicions are afloat among the very members
o P Societi "he p ion of the cause of
temperance therefore requires a distinct denial. The
amendment can do no barm, its omission may Jead to evil.

M. Farley of Providence sees no necessily for any dis-
claiwers. It would be improper to ester into details even
were it Dot impossible.

Mr. Skilman of Kentucky, affirmed that an amendment
of the kind proposed, so far from having any beneficial ef-
Tect in the state whence he came, would be attended with
real and incal injury. The dehberations should be
confined toone object. ~ He gave an interesting account of
the progress of teinperance in his neighborhooed, where the
societies had increased of late*from 10 members to 3000

Mr. Hubbard of Maryland, Vice President, spoke at

isl:\\‘cS, ou account of the very :lbsuraily of sucha
supposttion—and that the rumor of such a design
was pronounced by several of the members as an
egregious falsehood, unworthy of the slightest con-
tradiction. ©

Dr. Edwards submitted two other resolutions 2s prepar-
ed and sanctioned by the comimitiee, based on somne reso-
lutions offered by some of the delegates.

The first wwas the propriety of all young men of every
rank, formmg themselves into lemperance societies, and
exerting their utmost endeasors to promote the paramount
objects of the temwperance reformation. This was unani-
monsly adopted.

The second resolution was simply stating that the sole
objectof the American Tempcrance Society, and the nu-
merous societies which have been formed in accordance
with its principles, ever has beeu, is, and oughtto be the
7 lion of the P 2t ion througk
world, and to this alone should their efforts
and persereringly directed.

] the
be invariably

aoy p ing to or imp : for,

has rep y and regularly ponded twith those
in, and personal communication with those from the_south,
and has unceasingly read all the periodicals published
there, and yet he has not seen that any such agitaticn ex-
ists, except among a few malcontents who have no char-
acter or influence.  If then the charges are not prevalent
or revelant, is it consistent with the dignity of the conven-
tion to meet hali-way every idlc rumor, when contemptu-
ous silence should afford the best answer? Reformation
of every kind has been invariably impugned oa its intro-
duction; and its ads ocates maligned ; and the temperance
i reformation cannot expect {0 be exempted from a similar
obloquy. He remembered having read of the slanders
cast on Melancthon; and when that geod man was askéd
what he would reply to them, he said he would reply in the
words of his own child, who on being asked what he
would say when his mother would chide him for some late
fault, simply angwered nothing., Such should be the an-
swer of all to ited obloguies, however hed:
and such should be the determination of the convention
with regard to the irritating question of slavery. 1f there

M. Brave (or Breece) of Washiogton, in an eloguent

are some northern papers which advocate the cause of

ble length, and with evident ability, against the
amendment. He considers it irrelevant and imprudent
to introduce a digelaimer of any kind not comprehended
in the original resolunon. He is aware that the feeling
of suspicion exists; but it is circumscribed, and not likely
to prove injurious to the objects of the cause or the inte-
rests of the Uoion. Itis impostible that a body fo large
and so eapable of influencing public opinion #hould not
give oflznce; and thowe who are incapable of wielding its
mighty influence, will desire to bave it placed in an odious
hght, and thereforein an antagonist position. The mode of
doing this was found to be, by imputing to it that it had
ulienor views in prospect, not thought proper to be avow-
ed. But will therefore the convention whet the edge ot
slander, snd give a tongue to scandal and sus;icion, by
meeting such siister accusations halfwaye, when they
should be treated with the contempt of silence which
they 50 justly merit? He is a slaveholder by inheritance
and marriage, yet he does neot demnand or think necessary
any pledge. He sees their objects are pure,and he thinks
their conduct should be dignitied. It localities 2nd sec-
tional differences or jealnusies be pacified in one iostance,

turmoils will perpetually rise, that must be sim:larly ap-

drew Mis : several other baviag
spoken in decided oppositivn ‘o it, and wilh an earnesticss
that evinced they meant what they said.



