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INTRODUCTION

——e

L On :;the 21 rolls of-this microfilm publication are reproduced
he 51" volumes and unbound .papers ‘that compose.despatches from
speéiil agents ‘of the Department of State, 1794-1906. _The records
are part! of:: General Records of the. Department of State, Record -
Group (RG) 59. ik SN 4 . s

_' _’1 3
1

. History

Special agents ‘have been employed by Presidents and Secre-
taries of State to.conduct. foreign affairs since the ratification
of the Constitution. Special.agents have negotiated ahd- exchanged
ratifications of treaties, collected information, delivered
ceremonial - letters, - taken testimony.in foreign countries, mediated
wars and international disputes, inspected U.S. consulates, and
observed and reported on politicial conditions in other countries.
During the “18th ‘and 19th. centuries, U.S. Navy officers, acting.
as special ‘agents, were often given special diplomatic missions
besides their regular duties~

. Records Descr1pt10n

2 The corre5pondenee from special- agents and related material
is. arrangedf‘ _;bé“name'of;the .agent and thereunder chronologically.
AThe- .records “include 47 -volumes that are numbered 1-24 and 28-50,
fbur unnumbered _volumes,-and-a small amount of unbound material.
The. unnumbered volumes and unbound records -have been filmed with
the numbered volumes to which they most closely relate.

I.','.".w"

3 For this publication, notes: have been prepared and filmed
at—the*start -0f--each-roll, -The notes_give the-nate of each
-agent;:the~purpose_o£Lthe_missiQn arid the inclusive.dates of
-the -despatches-and.other communications relating to the mission.
.Cities and countries are’ 1dentified by names in-use: ‘when the——
despatches were written, . %

ﬂ; o : Related RecordS"

Records of spec1al missions of the Department of State not
included in this. publication ‘and additional material relating
jto special agents are scattered among numerous series in RG 59.
Letters: from the State Department to special agents appear in
diplomatic instructions, ,1801-1906 (M77)3. instructions.to special
agents— 1823-1906" (rol1ls-152=155 of M77); consula:_instructions,
1801 1906. (£ilded" from 1801~ through 1834 on M78); and domestic
letters, 1784-1906 (M40). Other ‘related records in RG 59 include
notes to. and from'foreign legations in the United States, 1784-
-4906 miscellaneons.letters, 1789- 1506 (MI79); crédences;and————
many small series relating to individual missions that are
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described in Preliminary Inventory of the General Records of the

y t of State, No. 157 (Washington: - 1980). A List of
cuments Relating to Special Agents of the Department of State,
789-1906, Special List No. 7 (Washington: 1951), serves as

guide to State Department correspondence with selected special
agents.

. Records dated after August 1906 relating to special agents
are filed by subject.in the State Department central-numerical
file for the period 1906-10 and in- the decimal file after 1510.

Additional documentation concerning spec1al missions of
U.S. Navy officers through 1886 can be found in-Naval Records
Collection of the Office of Naval Records and " tibrary (RG 45)
and, after 1886 in General Records of the Department of the
'Navy, (RG 80).

Sallj B. Marks wrote this introduction and arranged the
records for filming; Thomas Whitfield edited the introduction.
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Notes: Roll 9

Records relating to the following special agents of the Depart-
ment of State in volumes 18 and 19 have been microfilmed on this
roll.” .

Volume 18
Ralph R. Gurley

Special agent to assess the political, economic, and military
stability of Liberia for the purpose of determining the U.S. position
toward recognition of that country.

Sept. 22, 1849-Feb. 20, 1850

Malcolm W. Mearis
"7 Special égent to investigate, in Baltimore, Philadelphia,
New York, and Boston, the formation of an armed expedition against
Cuba.

Aug.-July 29, 1851
Joseph Balestier

Special agent to deliver to the King of Cochin China a letter
of friendship and conciliation form the President and to negotiate
and conclude a treaty of commerce and friendship, to negotiate with
the Government of Siam for the removal or moderation of tonnage duties
on U.S. ships, to. conclude treaties of friendship and commerce with
the Sultan of Brunei and the Rajah of Sarawack (Island of Borneo),
to convey to the Rajah of Subi the‘gratitude of the President for the
kind treatment shown the survivors of the Mary Ellen, a Boston ship
‘wrecked off the coast of Subi in 1846, to make a show of U.S. naval
strength off the coast of the islands of Bali and Lombok, and to
visit ports on -the west coast of Sumatra.

Dec. 6, 1850-Nov. 25, 1851

Beside € material contained in volume 18, typed copies of
corres ence concerning the Balestier mission dated January-May
;2§l/f%gm Executive letters, Naval Records Collection of the Office

Naval Records and Library (RG 45), are filmed on this toll.
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Notes: Roll 9 (con.)

James E. Harvey

Special agent to inform district attorneys, marshals, and
collectors in certain U.S. east coast and southern port cities
of preparations for an expedition to invade the island of Cuba
and to take measures to halt the expedition as soon as hostile
intent was ascertained.

Aug. 13, 1849

Leonidas McIntosh

Specialfégent to obtain information on the projected expedi-
tion for the invasion of Cuba, alleged to be reconnoitering near
New Orleans.

Aug. 27, 1849

Robert Greenhow

Special agent to collect information concerning the validity
of claims, assumed by the U.S. Government under provisions of the
U.S.-Mexican Treaty of February 2, 1848, of U.S. citizens against
Mexico.

June-Oct. 23, 1850
George G. Goss

Special agent to direct completion of a U.S. cemetery near
Mexico City.

Feb. 7-Sept. 14, 1853
Robert M. Walsh
Special agent to negotiate with British and French representa-
tives for the cessation of hostilities between/the Dominican Republic
and Haiti to make arrangements with the Haiti Government for the

reciprocal recognition of consuls.

Feb. 5-June 10, 1851

NATIONAL ARCHIVES MICROFILM PUBLICATIONS



NATIONAL ARCHI.VES MICROFILM PUBLICATIONS

Notes: Roll 9 (con.)
Matthew Perry

- Speciat agent to negotiate a treaty or convention of cammerce,
navigation, and friendship with the Emperor of Japan to include
the following provisions: protect1on for U.S. seamen shipwrecked -
off{ the coast of Japan, permission for U.S. vessels to buy prov151ons
and refit in. Japanese ports, and permission for U.S. vessels to
sell or barter their cargoes in certain ports of Japan. This
material consists of undated notes submitted to the Secretary of
the Navy, ca. 1853-54. .

Unnumbered Volume

Besides the material concerning Perry in the volume, there is
an unnumbered manuscript volume entitled "Journal of Journey in
Japan' by James Morrow, covering the period February 26, 1853,
to November 10, 1854, filmed on this roll. Morrow was a special
agent detailed by the Department of the Navy to accompany Matthew

-C. Perry's expedition to Japan to observe and collect specimens
of plant life and to introduce vegetables not indigenous to the
countries visited by the Perry squadron.

William J. McCluney
Special agent to exchange ratifications of a convention of
friendship and.commerce, concluded by the United States and Borneo
on June 23, 1850, with the Sultan of Borneo.
Feb. 6, 1853-Apr. 3, 1854
Thomas Jefferson Page
} Special agent_to exchange ratifications of a treaty of
commerce, concluded by the United States and Paraguay on March-4,
1853, with the President of Paraguay.
June 14, 1853-Jan. 28, 1856
Christopher L. Ward
Special agent to deliver instructions to the U.S. Minister
to Mexico about the provisions of a treaty to establish a new

boundary between the United States and Mexico.

(Oct. 31-Dec. 4, 1853
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Notes: Roll 9 (con.)
Charles R. Buckalew

Special agent to deliver instructions for the exchange of
ratifications of a treaty of commerce, concluded by the United
States and Paraguay on March 4, 1853, to Thomas Jefferson Page,
commander of the U.S.S. Water Witch, in the vicinity of Asuncion.
In the event of Page's absence, Buchalew was instructed to complete
the mission.

Jan. 14, 1855
William L. Cazneau

Special agent to negotitate a treaty of friendship, commerce,
and navigation with the Dominican Republic (1854) and to collect
information on the domestic affairs of that country, including
the stability of the governmment, trade prospects, and the effective-
ness of protection afforded foreigners (1859).

Jan. 23, 1854-July 1, 1861
Joel Abbot and Henry A. Adams

Special agents to exchange ratifications of the treaty of peace
and friendship, concluded between the United States and Japan on
March 31, 1854, with the Emperor of Japan.
Apr. 3-June 25, 1855

Joseph W. Fabens

Special agent to investigate circumstances surrounding the
U.S. naval bombardment of San Juan del Norte (formerly Greytown),
Nicaragua, in July 1854, and the validity of resulting property

claims against the United States.

Dec. 21, 1854-Feb. 21, .1855

NATIONAL ARCHIVES MICROFILM PUBLICATIONS




NATIONAL ARCHIVES MICROFILM PUBLICATIONS

Roll 9

Target 3

Malcolm W. Mearis (United States)

1851
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Roll -9

Térget 5

James E. Harvey (Cuba)

1849
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Roll ‘9

" Target 6,

Leonidaé McIntosh (Cuba)

1849
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