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12 A HISTORY OF KANSAS 

the wilderness where they would die from lack of food 
and water. Coronado and his men listened to this Indian, 
whom they called "Turk," and ·followed him as a guide 
for many days. He led them steadily toward the east 
and after a time they became convinced that they were 
being deceived and made him confess that Quivira was far 
to the northward. They had been only too willing to 
listen to Turk's stories, but when they learned that he had 
misled them they put him to death. Supplies were now 
low and Coronado sent back the main body of the army,. 
which was composed of footmen, and with thirty horse­
men started northward. 

GULF OF 

MEXICO 

The Journeys of Cabeza de Vaca and Coronado. 
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It must be remembered that the whole country was a 
vast wilderness without names or boundary lines, and we 

Coronado in 
Kansas 

can describe the journey of the Spaniards 
only by·using names and boundary lines 
that have come into existence long since 

that time. As nearly as can be learned, Coronado and 
his men entered Kansas about where Clark County now 
is, and went on northward, crossing the Arkansas River 

.. Francisco Vasqueth de Coronado, commander of an expedition, 
arrived at this place." 

at or near the site of Dodge City. From this point they 
followed the river to Great Bend, and then continued in a 
northeasterly direction to the vicinity of Junction City. 
At the end of their journey they set up a cross bearing the 
inscription: "Francisco Vasqueth de Coronado, com­
mander of an expedition, arrived at this place." 

After all this weary journey they had reached Quivira 
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population to certain limits, and thereby a continuation 
of the union. Our citizens, being so prone to rambling 
and extending themselves on the frontiers, will, through . 
necessity, be constrained to limit their extent on the west 
to the borders of the Missouri and the Mississippi, while 
they leave the prairies, incapable of cultivation, to the 
wandering aborigines of the country."l 

Another explorer, Major Long, who came in 1819 and 
1820, likewise expressed the idea that most of the .country 

was unfit for cultivation, and therefore 
The Great . h b·tabl b . I I I American Desert umn ale y an agncu tura peop e. 

He even went so far as to say the country 
bore a "resemblance to the deserts of Siberia." Washing­
ton Irving, the great writer, said of this region: "It could 
be well named, the Great American Desert. It spreads 

An Indian Village. The tribes that lived in permanent homes built 
lodges consisting of an embankment of earth topped with a row 
of poles brought together at the center and thatched with bark 
and grass. 

1. Coues, Expedition of Zebulon Montgomery Pike. 



EXPLORATION OF THE KANSAS COUN"l'RY 25 

forth into undulating and treeless plains and desolate 
sandy wastes, wearisome to the eye from their extent and 
monotony. It is a land where no man permanently abides, 
for at certain seasons of the year there is no food for the 
hunter or his steed." 

The views of these men largely molded public opinion 
concerning the West. The country out of which has been 
carved such prosperous agricultural states as Oklahoma, 
Kansas, and Nebraska was, a hundred years ago, known 
as the "Great American Desert," and was so named 
on the maps of that time. 

The western prairies had for untold ages been occu­
pied by Indians. At the time of Pike's expedition there 

Indian tribes 
in Kansas 

were four tribes living within the pres­
ent bounds of Kansas. These were the 
Kanza, the Osage, the Pawnee, and the 

Comanche tribes. The Kanza, or Kaw, Indians lived in 
the northeastern part of 
the State and were the 
ones seen by Lewis and 
Clark in their expedition 
up the Missouri River. 
It is from this tribe that 
Kansas probably received 
its name. The Osage In­
dians were located in the 
eastern part, south of the 
Kansas River. The Paw­
nee tribe lived north and 
west of thEt Kanza Indi­
ans. It was in the Osage 
village that Pike secured 
supplies for his journey, 
and in the Pawnee village Interior of an Indian Lodge. 
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The Santa. Fe and Oregon Trails, and Early Lines of Railroad, through Kansas. 





Scenes in early Santa Fe. Left, a street scene. Upper right, an adobe house. Lower right, the old 
"Palace," used by the Spanish and Mexican authorities as government headquarters for about 
two centuries. It was in this building that Pike was held prisoner. 
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Although a few earlier trips were made, the trade 
with Santa Fe really began in the year 1822 with the 

Captain Beck­
nell the first 
trader 

journey of Captain Becknell, of Missouri. 
He had started out the year before to 
trade with the Indians, and had gone on 

with a party of Mexican rangers to Santa Fe where he 
sold his small supply of merchandise so profitably that. 
he decided to try again on a larger scale. In 1822 he 
took about thirty men and five thousand dollars' worth 
of merchandise. His success encouraged others, and a 
regular trade with Santa Fe was soon established. 

For several years most of the transportation along the 
Trail was done with pack mules. A caravan of pack 
Merchandise mules usually numbered from fifty to 
carried on two hundred, each animal carrying about 
pack mules three hundred pounds of merchandise. 
From the earliest times the Mexicans had used pack 
mules as a means of 
transportation, and 
were skilled in hand­
ling them. For this . 
reason the American 
traders usually em­
ployed Mexicans for 
the work of the 
pack train. The av­ Pack Mules. 

erage rate of travel of a mule train was from twelve to fif­
teen miles a day. Since the Trail was nearly eight hundred 
miles long, fifty to sixty days were required for the trip. 

Probably the first time that wagons were used was 
in 1824, when a company of traders left Missouri with 

Wagons used 
on the Trail 

twenty-five wagons and a train of pack 
mules. This experiment was so satisfac­
tory that the use of wagons soon became 
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Indians wronged tribe then the caravan 
to the Arkansas River where they robbed the traders 
of nearly a thousand head of horses and mules. Other 
robberies and murders followed until it became necessary 
for the traders to petition the National Government for 
troops. The next year soldiers escorted the caravan 
nearly Cimarron River. protection 

in 1834, and In the other 
fought their own the day of 

over. For mutual the traders 
A single big out each 

spring as soon as the grass was sufficient to pasture their 
animals, and returned in the fall. 

For many years the city of Franklin, on the Missouri 
River, was the starting point of the traders, the place 
The starting 
point of 
traders 

where they purchased their goods and 
outfits. Later, Mis-
and finally which is now 

a part City, became the of the Santa 
Fe trade. tourists and traders gather about 
the first the journey -begin near 
the middle of that month. 

The ordinary supplies to be taken for each man were 
about fifty pounds of flour, fifty pounds of bacon, ten 

pounds of coffee, twenty pounds each of 
Supplies taken 

sugar, rice, and beans, and a little salt. 
Anything else considered an luxury and 

Teams and 
wagons 

The buffalo fresh meat for 

few years horses used on the 
riding. A wagon drawn by 

mules or oxen, some of the 
larger ones required ten or twelve. The 
large wagons often carried as much as 
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five thousand pounds of merchandise and supplies. The 
loading of the wagons for a journey of nearly eight hun­
dred miles was a very particular piece of work. 

Although the traders banded together in one big cara­
van, they did not all start from the same place nor at 
Council Grove the same time. The Kanza and Osage 
the meeti., India.ns seldom committed worse deeds 
place than petty thievery, and the more warlike 
Comanches and Pawnees did not often appear along the 

first two hundred miles 
of the Trail. The place 
where all the wagons 
united to form a cara­
van was Council Grove, 
a point about one hun­
dred and fifty miles 
west of Independence. 
In those days Council 
Grove consisted of a 
strip of fine tim b e r 
along the Neosho val­
ley. It is said to have 
been named in 1225 by 
the United States Com­
missioners who met on 
this spot some Osage 
Indians, with whom 
they made a treaty for 
the right of way for the 
Santa Fe Trail. About 

Council Oak, under which the Com- 1850 a blacksmith shop 
missioners and Indians met at Coun- and two or three trad­
ell Grove to make their treaty. It is ers' stores were estab­
still standing. A Santa Fe marker 
has been placed beneath its branches. lished at Council Grove 
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Crossing the Plains. 

Council Grove seemed to form the western boundary 
of the very rich, fertile, and well-timbered country. From 
The country here westward the streams were lined Wiel 
west of Council but little timber growth, and much of 
Grove that was cottonwood. The country was 
mostly prairie, with the vegetation gradually becoming 
more scarce. The traders usually lashed under their 
wagons a supply of logs for needed repairs, for Council 
Grove furnished the last good wood they would pass. 
Westward from Council Grove not a single human habi­
tation, not even an Indian settlement, was to be seen 
along the whole route. It is difficult to imagine such a 
condition in Kansas only eighty years ago. 

Soon after leaving Council Grove the traders began 
watching for buffalo, and when a small herd was sighted 

it created much excitement. About half 
Butralo sighted 

the men had never seen these animals 
before. All the horsemen rushed toward the herd, and 
some of the drivers even left their teams and followed 
on foot. 
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Buffaloes, sometimes called American bison. They were described 
by Cabeza de Vaca as .. crooked-backed oxen." 

Mter a few more days of travel, during which nothing 
more serious happened than a few false alarms of Indians, 

Pawnee Rock 
they reached the Arkansas River. Another 
day's travel over a level plain brought 

them in sight of Pawnee Rock, a great rock standing on 

Pawnee Rock. 

the plains near the Big Bend 
of the Arkansas, and a land­
mark known from one end of 
the Trail to the other. The 
surrounding country was not 
cccupied by any tribe of In­
dians, but was claimed by all 
of them as a hunting ground, 
for it was a fine pasture for buf­
falo. For many years it had 
teen the scene of bloody bat­
t~es between different tribes. 
The Rock afforded an excel-
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plied with cattle, hogs, and 
farming implements. The Gov­
ernment was also to pro­
vide them with blacksmiths and 
with teachers of agriculture. 
With these two tribes restricted 
to their reservations, a large 
part of eastern Kansas was 
left to be apportioned into res­
ervations for Indians from the 
East. In 1830 Congress passed 
an act setting aside an Indian 

47 

country, which included east- An Indian in War Dress. 
ern Kansas. Then the remov-
al policy was carried out. Under this arrangement the 
Government made treaties with the various eastern 
tribes by which they gave up their lands in exchange for 
certain tracts in the Indian country. The Shawnees 

orOES AND M.SSOuRI !J 
.L 

Indian Reservations in Kans:ls. 
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The fur companies established many trading posts, 
which served as forts . for protection against the Indians 

and as places to 
which hunters and 
t rap per s could 
bring their fur s . 
Some of the hunt­
ers and trappers 
were employed by 
the fur companies 
and others worked 
independently. 

Man y Indians 
a Iso engaged in 
this trade, and 
often they were 
g i v e n tobacco, 
whisky, and weap­
ons in exchange for 
their furs. In this 
way much of the 
work of the mis-

The Indian tepee, made of poles and buffalo 
hides, was the only home of the wander­
ing tribes, and was used by the other 
tribes when on hunting trips. sionaries was un­

done. In the earlier years the hunters and trappers 
found many kinds of wild animals in Kansas: the buffalo, 
the wolf, the fox, the deer, the elk, and the antelope, and 
along the streams the beaver, the otter, the mink, and 
the muskrat. Later, the main supply of furs came from 
the mountains, and the whole fur trade gradually moved 
west of what is now Kansas. 

The attempt to civilize the Indian began in the days 
of the early explorers, and it was on Kansas soil that the 
first missionary's life was lost in the cause. This man was 
Father Padilla, a Jesuit, who came with Coronado on his 
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the Indian girls were taught cooking and sewing, and the 
boys were taught farming and such trades as black­
smithing and carpentering. 

The most noted mission in Kansas was the one 

Shawnee Mission as first built in 1830. In 1839 a new location was 
selected and fine new buildings constructed. 

established by the Methodist Church for the Shawnee 
Indians near the present site of Kansas City. This 
mission was opened in 1830 and continued its work for 
more than a quarter of a century. It had a large tract of 
land and good buildings, and maintained a successful 
school. Rev. Thomas Johnson, who took a prominent 
part in early Kansas affairs, was in charge of the mission. 

The third class of people who came to early Kansas 
was the soldiers. Their presence was necessary for the 

The soldiers 
protection of the few white people against 
the Indians. Fort Leavenworth was 



52 A HISTORY OF KANSAS 

The Camp of Instruction held each year at Fort Riley on that part 
of the reservation known as Pawnee Flats. Near the center of 
the view is the old Pawnee Capitol. 

Pontoon Bridge at Fort Riley. 
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Above is the Old Wall at Fort Leavenworth. This wall is all that 
remains of the original Fort. The lower picture is of the Main 
Parade at Fort Leavenworth at the present time. 

established by the National Government in 1827, as 
headquarters for the troops. This was shortly after the 
beginnin~ of the Santa Fe trade. During the '40's this 
fort was used as a base of supplies for the soldiers of the 
Mexican War, and as an outfitting point for many of the 
California gold seekers and Mormon emigrants. Fort 
Leavenworth is to-day one of the most important of the 
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the employment of slaves left no place in for 
white laborers, most the immigrants entered the north­
ern states, and added to the number of those who were 
ready anxious to farther west. Consequently many 
more settlers came into Kansas from the North than from 
the the tried to overcome this 
handicap in other ways. 

The plan of the South was to use Missouri as the step­
ping-stone Kansas. Immediately following the passage 

The coming or 
the Missourians 

of the Kansas-Nebraska Bill a number of 
came over Kansas qnd 

took as claims large tracts of the best 
lands, in some cases not even waiting for the 
the Indians. Settlers who asked claims were required 
to build houses and to use the land for homes for a certain • 
length time. While some of the Missourians met these 
requirements, many of them did ;'lot come here to live. 
They notched trees, posted notit:es, laid 
ground in the shape of a house, or in some other way 
indicated their claims, and returned to their homes in 
Missouri, back only vote or to fight when 
seemed to them necessary. While in Kansas, however, 
they held a meeting which was resolved that: We 
recognize slavery as always existing in this Territory," 
and, "We will afford protection to 
settlers of Kansas Territory." . 

The free-state people could not step over a boundary 
line and be Kansas. They lived way the trip 
Handicap to out here was expensive, and little was 
northern of new Territory. It was land 
emigration . h h WIt out omes or towns, churches, schools, 
or newspapers, and the knew peop!9 
would hesitate start Kansas under all these 
culties. 









Early Kansas City. 
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Lawrence was not the only place in the Territory that 
was settled before the close of the first winter. People 

Other towns 
were coming in from r..orth, east, and 
south, settling on claims and starting other 

towns. The principal proslavery towns were Leaven­
worth, Atchison, and Lecompton. Free-state towns were 

The first house in Topeka. 

Lawrence, Topeka, Osawatomie, and Manhattan. Leaven­
worth and Atchison were both founded by people from 
Missouri, and, since they were on the Missouri River, came 
to be outfitting points for travelers over the California 
and Salt Lake Trails. Lecompton, on the Kansas River, 
not far from Lawrence, soon became the headquarters of 
the proslavery people, and for several years was the Terri­
torial capital. Topeka was founded with the hope of 
its becoming the capital of Kansas. Osawatomie soon 
became an important free-state center. Manhattan, on 



















CHAPTER IX 

RIVAL GOVERNMENTS IN KANSAS 

The free-state people decided to ignore the proslavery 
government, and since they were really made outlaws 

The Cree­
state plan 

by the "Bogus Legislature" they organ­
ized another government and sought the 
admission of Kansas as a state. To ac­

complish this it was necessary to draw up a state consti­
tution, which must be approved by the people of the 
Territory and by Congress. 

A number of meetings were held for the purpose of get­
ting the free-state people interested and willing to work 

Free-state 
leaders 

together. The 
leaders in these 
efforts were Dr. 

Charles Robinson, of Lawrence, 
Ex-Governor Reeder, who had 
come back to Kansas as a tire­
less worker in the free-state 
cause, and J~, a 
man of much experience who 
had recently come to Kansas. 
Lane became one of the most 
radical of free-state men and 
played an important part in 
Kansas affairs for many years. . James H. Lane. 

In the fall of 1855 a convention was held at Topeka, and ~ 
a state constitution which said, "There shall be no slavery 
~ this State," was drawn up. When a little later the 

(79) 
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was wounded, a young free-state man named Barber was 
The sacking of killed, and then came the long feared at-

7 Lawrence, tack upon Lawrence. From the beginning 
May 21, 1856 the policy of the free-state people had 
been to avoid conflict wherever possible. On this occasion 
they made every attempt to conciliate and to pacify the 
attacking force, but in vain. As the proslavery leaders 
rode through the town they were invited to dinner by Mr. 
Eldridge, the proprietor of the new $20,000 hotel built 
by the Emigrant Aid Company. They accepted the in­
vitation, and in the afternoon 
the mob completely demolished 
the hotel. They threw the two 
printing presses of the town into 
the river, ransacked stores and 
houses, taking whatever they 
wanted, and before leaving town 
burned Governor Robinson's 
home. The financial loss to 
Lawrence and the surrounding 
country was heavy. Though 
the people had been oppressed 
and outraged they had not been 
conquered. By offering no re­
sistance they had robbed the 
affair of any possible justifica­
tion in the eyes of the world. 

There was one who bitterly John Brown. 

opposed this policy of nonresistance, who believed that the 

John Brown 
way to meet the situation was to fight. 
This was John Brown, a tall, gaunt, grizzled 

old man who had come to Kansas a few weeks before the 
sacking of Lawrence. Five sons had preceded him and 



































CHAPTER XII 

PIONEER LIFE 

The seven Territorial years had brought freedom t(} 
Kansas, but the struggle had left the pioneers little time 
Comforts of life or strength for building better homes, im-
receiv~ little proving their farms, or establishing pub-
attention lic institutions. The energy that might 
have accomplished these things had been given to fight-

A Dugout. 

ing and to politics. Whim Kansas became a state, the 
people had almost as few of the comforts of life as when 
they first came to the Territory. A few of them had come 

(103) 
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with little idea of the hardships and privations of fron­
tier life, and others had believed that such conditions 
would last but a short time. Many of these, of course, 
grew discouraged and returned to their eastern homes. 
But the great body of Kansas pioneers had come with the 
twofold purpose of securing homes and of making a free 
state and were not to be discouraged. They had come to 
.stay. 

In Pior.ccr 1:':1:13. 

Frontier life is always hard, but it was made many times 
harder in Kansas by the years of strife and warfare. The 
Conditions or inconveniences and hardships were espe-
living during cially severe outside the towns. In these 
the '50's days of railways and good roads, of the 
telegraph and the telephone, it is difficult to realize 
what life on the prairies meant in the '50's. Post offices 
.and mail routes came slowly, and for many of the settlers 
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A Sod House. 

Each year during the Territorial period the crops raised 
were barely sufficient to keep the people through the 

winter. There was no surplus at any time, 
The drouth of and when the summer of 1859 brought a 1859·'60 . 

drouth, a famine resulted. Through all 
the hard struggle the people had believed that as soon as 
the strife and political difficulties were over, prosperity 
would come. However, with the dawning of peace in the 
Territory there came the most severe drouth that has ever 
been known in the West. It began in June, 1859, and 
from that time until November, 1860, a period of more 
than sixteen months, not enough rain fell at anyone time 
to wet the earth to a depth of more than two inches. Two 
light snows fell during the winter, but neither was heavy 
enough to cover the ground. The ground became so dry 
that it broke open in great cracks, wells and springs went 
dry, and the crops were a total failure. 
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There were, at this time, nearly 100,000 people in Kan-
and to fully the drouth 

the that receive help 
They able to fight 
but not fight starvation, 

year of the drouth to give up and 
East. During the fall of 1860 no fewer than 30,000 set­
tlers abandoned their claims and the improvements that 
had been made at the expense of so much labor, and left 
Kansas. There were still 30,000 people here for whom 
charity was necessary. All this brought bitter disappoint-

to the people come to Kansas 
and willing 

soon as the true of affairs was 
a movement the relief of the ""i1'o!!'"",,,,,, 

Aid sent from 
the East 

Many responded liberally, 
mense quantities of provisions 
were sent here to be distributed. Hundreds 

of bushels of seed wheat were furnished. Besides all of 
the public help, many relatives and friends sent supplies 
to the pioneers. Nevertheless, there were many that 
winter who barely escaped starvation. 

Great as was from disappointment 
the drouth another evil; it 
retards back development. Not 

develol,ment of third population left the 
but given by those 

turned tended to discourage others from coming. The 
old stories about the "Great American Desert" were 
revived. Kansas was looked upon as a place of drouth 
and famine, and for several years the number of immi­
grants was much decreased. 

this was the Wyandotte 'Uv,u",,,.-
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Underwood &: Underwood. N. Y. 

" 'A house divided against itself cannot stand.' 
I believe this government cannot endure perma­
nently half slave and half free. I do not expect 
the Union to be dissolved; I do not expect the 
house to fall; but I do expect it will cease to be 
divided." - Abraham 'Lincoln. 
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sag in Linn County, and skirmishes took place at Trading 
Post Ford, at the Mounds, and at Mine Creek. Price 
was then forced into Missouri again, where he was soon 
defeated. 

In April, 1865, the great war came to a close, after last­
ing almost exactly four years. The questions of slavery 

and disunion were finally settled. The 
End of the Civil whole nation was thankful to lay down its War, 1865 

arms and go back home, "to drop the 
sword and grasp the plow," but this was especially true 
of Kansas, where the people had been doing battle over 
the slavery question for eleven years. The Territorial pe­
riod and the Civil War period made one continuous conflict. 

The counties of Kansas at the close of the Civil War. 
With the heavy drain on resources and population, it was 
not to be expected that Kansas would make much growth 
or progress during the Civil War. Development could 
little more than equal waste and loss. The population of 
Kansas numbered about 100,000 at the beginning of the 
war, and about 136,000 at the close. There had been little 
improvement in the manner of living during the four 
years. 





It has long been customary for each nation to have a great 
seal. The United States has one, as has also each of the states. A 
seal is used to make an impression on a document as a sign of its 
genuineness. The design for the Great Seal of Kansas was adopted 
by the first State Legislature. The thirty-four stars represent the 
thirty-four states comprising the Union at that time. The scene is 
supposed to typify the settlement and growth of the State. The 
motto "Ad a.~tra per aspera," meaning" To the stars through diffi­
culties," is peculiarly descriptive of the. state's history. 
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A Prairie Stream, common in the western part of the State. 

in the early days and hot winds often swept across the 
country. The year 1869 was dry, with a partial failure of 
crops, and in 1874 came a long dry spell followed in the 
late summer by a scourge of grasshoppers. 

At different times there had been invasions of grass­
hoppers in the country west of the Mississippi River, but 

none of them was so disastrous as the one 
The grasshopper f 1874 Th h h· h invasion, 1874 0 . e grass oppers, w IC were a 

kind of locust, came into the State from the 
northwest and moved toward the southeast. The air was 
filled with them. They covered the fields and trees and 
destroyed everything green as they went. They left ruin 
and desolation in their pathway. In the western counties, 
where the settlements were new and the people had no 
crops laid by to d~pend upon, the result was much like 



THE HALF CENTURY SINCE THE CIVIL WAR 121 

A Timbered Stream, common in the eastern and central parts of 
the State. 

that of the terrible years of 1859 and 1860. By the time 
of the invasion there were more people, more provisions, 
and more money, and the State was able to do much 
to help the thousands of its citizens who were left desti­
tute. It became necessary, however, to accept aid from 
the East again, and thousands of dollars and many car­
loads of supplies were distributed to the needy. Never 
since has Kansas had to ask for help. In more recent 
years our State has given generously to sufferers in other 
states and in other lands. 

This visit of the grasshoppers was prolonged into the 
next year, for they had deposited their eggs in the ground 
and the next spring large numbers of young grasshoppers 
hatched. These destroyed the early crops, but for 



STATE GOVERNORS, 1861-1877 
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buffalo still roaming our western prairies forty years ago; 
stories of herds miles in width moving 

:rx:h~n;::~~~n across the country. With the inrushing 
tide of immigration the buffalo rapidly 

~isappeared. Within little more than a dozen years after 
the close of the Civil War there were practically none left. 
This was not because they were' used as food, but because 
they were killed for their hides. Large numbers were 
slaughtered and skinned and the bodies left on the plains. 
The hides were shipped East by carloads, where they were 
sold to make robes. 

Pile of Buffalo Hides Ready for Shipment. 

In a few years the prairies were thickly strewn with 
bleaching bones, and these, too, were gathered up and 

shipped East, where they were ground into 
SeOing buft'aIo fertilizer to be used on worn-out farms. bones 

These bones brought from six to ten dol-
lars a ton, and money earned in this way served to tide 
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many a homesteader through the winter. It has often 
been regretted that the Government did not take meas­
ures to restrict the killing of the buffalo, but the danger of 
extermination was not realized until too late. 

A great deal of trapping was done, especially by the 
younger men. Often several of them would make up a 

The trappers 
party, and with guns, traps, and a win­
ter's supply of provisions start for a favor­

ite trapping-ground, where they would make a camp 
along some stream. Sometimes the camp was a tent, but 
more often it was 
a dugout in the 
bank with the 
front part made 
o flo g s. Along 
the streams they 
caught chiefly the 
beaver, the otter, 
the raccoon, and 
the wildcat, and Coyote. 

on the prairies the big gray wolf and the coyote. The 
busy days were filled with the work of visiting the traps, 
caring for the pelts, chasing wild game, and keeping an 
alert watch for Indians. When spring came and they 
turned homeward to take up the work on the farms 
they often carried with them several hundred dollars' 
worth of furs. 

The population of Kansas was gradually built up from 
many sources, but until 1878 there were not many negroes 

The Exodus, 
1878-1880 

in the State. In that year there began in 
some of the southern states a movement 
among the colored people to migrate to 

western and northern states. So many thousands of them 
left the Southland that the movement came to be called 
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State Capitol, Topeka. 



THE HALF CENTURY SINCE THE CIVIL WAR 13~ , 

Senate Chamber in the State Capitol. 

gether between three and four millions of dollars. It is 
fitting that the great State of Kansas should now have 
one of tbe finest capitols in the United States. 

The people of Kansas had withstood a number of 
drouths, but beginning in 1903 they were, for the first 

time, visited by a series of floods. The 
The floods 

. first one was probably the most destruc­
tive. Most of the water came down the Kansas River 
from the tributaries draining central and western Kansas, 
where there had been heavy rainfall. Farms and towns 
along these streams were flooded, property was swept 
away, and a number of lives were lost. Topeka, Law­
rence, and Kansas City, where portions of the cities were 
inundated for days, suffered heavy losses. The following 



A Kansas Cattle Ranch. 
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troubles made much progress in farming impossible. The 
Agriculture terrible season of 1860 made a dreary clos-
during ing for this period and confirmed in the 
Territorial days minds of many eastern people the old 
idea that Kansas was fit only for Indians, buffaloes, and 
prairie dogs. 

The year following the drouth brought a good crop, 
but it also brought the beginning of the Civil War which 
Agriculture 
during 
the Civil War 

absorbed the energies of the settlers for 
four years more. It was not until the close 
of the war, in 1865, that agriculture can be 

said to have had a real beginning in Kansas. But, in spite 
r---;-----.,------, of the poverty and hardships of 

the war years, two things of 
especial significance were done 
that showed the interest of the 
pioneers in agriculture. During 
this period the Agricultural Col­
lege at Manhattan was estab­
lished, and the State Agricultural 

',<1.,;.,.......,....._1 Society was formed. The object 
~"_~I of the Society was "to promote 

Hand Planter. 

the improvement of agriculture 
and its kindred arts throughout 
the State of Kansas." Under its 
management a state fair was 
held at Leavenworth in 1863, 
and in that year the Legislature 
appropriated $1000 for the ben­
efit of the Society. These events 
are worthy of note, because they 
showed the enterprise of the 
people when their resources were 
small. 
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The farming implements of the pioneers were few and 
simple. Much of the machinery of to-day had not then 

Early farming 
implements 

been invented. Because of the cost of 
transportation, and the lack of money 
among the settlers, even the machinery 

of that day was scarce in Kansas. The all-important 

The "Old Mill" at Lawrence, erected in 
1863. This was a gristmill, an oc~a,gon 
shaped, four-story structure, haVIng a 
genuine Holland windmill for motive 
power. Additional buildings were 
erected for the manufacture of wagons 
and farming implements. The mill was 
abandoned many years ago, and in 1905 
it burned. 

implement was the 
plow. The pio­
neer's first crop was 
usually "sod com." 
The field was pre­
pared with a break­
ing plow, which 
threw up the sod in 
parallel strips from 
two to five inches in 
thickness. The n 
the farmer, with an 
ax or a spade and a 
bag of seed com, 
walked back and 
forth across the 
field, prying apart 
or gashing the sod 
at regular intervals 
and dropping into 
each opening three 
or four grains of 
com. Then he 
waited for the crop. 

Once the land 
was broken, it was, 
in after years, pre-
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pared for the seed with the stirring plow and the harrowp 

and planting was done with a hand planter. Later the 
corn planter drawn by a team came into use. This ma­
chine required a driver, and another person to work the 
lever that dropped the corn. Then came the planter with 
the check-rower which, when attached to the planter, made 
only a driver necessary. During the last few years the 
lister has come into very general use. 

The early settlers cultivated their corn with a single­
shovel cultivator drawn by one horse. With this culti-

Corn Binder. 

vator it was necessary to make a trip along each side of 
every row of corn. The double-shovel cultivator soon 
came into use, but it, also, was drawn by one horse and 
cultivated but one side of the row at a time. This labor 
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was greatly reduced by the invention of the cultivator 
drawn by a team and having shovels for both sides of the 
com row. Now cultivators may be had that till two rows 
at a time. Formerly the farmer cut all of his com by hand 
with a knife. Now he uses the riding com binder. 

Great as has been the improvement in com machinery, 
even greater changes have come about in the machinery 

Heading Wheat. 

used for the wheat crop. The earliest harvesting imple­
ment used in Kansas was the cradle, a scythe with long 
fingers parallel with the blade to catch the grain as it was 
cut. The cradler laid the grain in rows. A second man 
followed with a rake and gathered the wheat into small 
piles which he tied into bundles, using some of the straw 
for bands. The next machine was the reaper, which car­
ried two men, one to drive the team and one to push off 
the wheat whenever enough had been cut to make a bundle. 
The reaper required four or five binders to follow it. It 
was soon improved by being made self-dumping and later 
self-binding. Inventions and improvements have followed 
in rapid succession, and to-day the planting and harvesting 
of wheat can be done with remarkable speed and efficiency. 

The many wonderful inventions in farm machinery have 
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made possible in the farming of to-day a great saving of time 
and labor as compared with the farming of forty years ago. 
There are few lines in which greater progress has been made. 

For several years after the Civil War the population of 
Kansas increased more rapidly than did the crops, and the 
Agriculture country was kept poor. The destruction 
between 1860 of crops by the grasshoppers in 1874 
and 1880 retarded immigration and left the people 
discouraged. Several good crop years followed, however. 
and confidence in the agricultural future of Kansas soon 

Steam Plow. 

returned. By 1880 nearly 9,000,000 acres of land were in 
cultivation, a third of which was planted to corn and a 
fourth to wheat. The next largest acreage was in oats. A 
number of other crops were reported, including rye, barley, 
buckwheat, sorghum, cotton, hemp, tobacco, broom corn, 
millet, clover, and blue grass. At that time not a great deal 
was known of the soil or climate of the State, and we find 
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Alfalfa. 

in this list of crops several that have since been found un­
profitable and are no longer raised in any considerable 
quantities. 

The year 1880 found the people of Kansas full of hope 
and courage, and from that time until the drouth of 1887 

. agriculture developed rapidly. It was a 
Agru:u1ture from period of new ideas and new methods 1880 to 1887 • 

Millions of additional acres were brought 
into cultivation. The principal crops, corn, wheat, and 
oats, were each greatly increased. Fields of timothy, 
clover, orchard grass, and blue grass were planted in the 
central counties, and even farther west. Soil that a few 
years before had been considered unfit for farming was now 
producing large crops. The State was being rapidly 
settled, many miles of railroad were in operation, and the 
excellent crops did much to encourage the "boom" of 1885 
to 1887. 

The period of good crops following the dry season of 
1887 lasted for five years, and it was a time of great ac­

tivity along many lines of agricultural ad­
Agriculture from vancement By 1890 nearly 16000000 1887 to 1893 • , , 

acres had been brought under cultivation. 
This area was almost double the area under cultivation 
ten years earlier. 

Before 1890 most of the farming was done in the eastern 
and central parts of the State, the western part being con-
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Irrigation from the underflow. Upper, water pumped into 
the reservoir by windmills. Lower, water pumped into the 
reservoir by an engine. 

sidered poorly adapted to agricultural purposes. During 
W t ·K the next few years, however, it was shown 

es ern ansas . 
that wheat can be successfully ralSed clear 

to the Colorado line. The sorghum crops also proved to 
be well adapted to this section. The soil of western Kan­
sas was found to be wonderfully fertile, needing only 





Stacking Alfalfa. 
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Another of the new crops was Kafir corn, which has also 
proved very valuable. This plant is a variety of sorghum. 

The sorghum 
. crops 

Other varieties had been raised in Kansas 
for many years, especially the sweet sor­
ghum that could be used for making sugar 

and molasses. Broom com is another sorghum crop that 
has been grown in Kansas for a long while and is raised 
in large quantities in the southwestern part of the State. 
In more recent years two more sorghums, milo and feterita, 
give promise of becoming valuable forage crops. 

During the early '80's considerable sugar had been made 
from sorghum cane, but in 1889 it was, for the first time, 

Sugar beets 
made from beets. For a number of years 
experiments were made with sugar beets 

in different parts of western Kansas. To encourage sugar­
beet raising a bounty was offered by the State and a good 

The Beet Sugar Factory at Garden City. 

many tons were raised and shipped to sugar factories in 
Colorado and Nebraska. In 1906 a large factory was com­
pleted at Garden City and the raising of sugar beets has 
become an important industry in that part of Kansas. 



Upper, thrc3hi;:g £':C:1C ••• :! r:::.:!!:Xl \l~cat field. Lower, train of fifty cars of threshing machines 
on the way to the Kansas wheat fields. 
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Efforts are now being made to introduce this crop into 
other parts of the State. 

Progress was checked in 1893 by the financial panic 
that extended throughout the country. Values dropped, 

and prices were low on everything the 
The t!enty years farmers had to sell In addition to th foUowlDg 1893 • e 

panic, Kansas suffered a crop failure in 
most parts of the State. That was a discouraging period, 
but within a few years Kansas had recovered. From that 

A Kansas Wheat Field. 

time until the present there has been a steady rise in all 
values. Owing largely to the fact that there is no longer 
any free land to be taken as homesteads, land prices have 
steadily risen. The price of farm products has also greatly 
increased. In 1893 corn was worth but ten to fifteen cents 
a bushel and wheat from thirty to forty cents. A com­
parison of these with present prices serves to show how 
great has been the change. 

Kansas is now one of the leading agricultural states of 
the Union. It produces a greater variety of crops than 



Stockyards at Kansas City. 
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Kansas Corn. 

does almost any other state, but the principal ones are 
now, as they have been from the earliest 

Kansas wheat days, corn and wheat. In recent years 
alfalfa has come to be a close third. Wheat 

is our most noted crop. Kansas is unsurpassed in the pro­
duction of this grain. Wheat is grown in every county in 
the State, but by far the greatest quantity comes 'from the 
II wheat belt" which extends across the middle of the State, 
from north to south. Most of the Kansas wheat is of the 
winter varieties commonly called II Turke hea" first 
brought here from southern Russia.....by the-Menn.onites ~ 
in 1873. Ours is the only state which grows these wheats '1 
in large quantities. / 

Corn was raised here by the Indians, and from the time / 
of the settlement of the Territory corn has been the lead- / 

• J (I J . / .. ' .. " 
v -) - ....... I''', " 
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ing crop and the greatest source of Kansas wealth. I t is 

The corn crop 
raised in all parts of the State, but much 
the largest portion is produced in the east­

ern half. It is on this crop that the great live-stock in­
dustries of Kansas most depend. 

The live-stock industry is one of the important interests 
of the State. The grain and forage crops, the large areas 

of good pasture, the plentiful supply of 
The live-stock water, and the nearness to market, all industry 

combine to make Kansas an excellent live-
stock region. The raising and fattening of cattle and hogs 
constitute the chief features of this industry, although 

Early Day Stock Farm. 

there are a number of others, prominent among which is 
dairying. 

The early farmers had their herds and flocks but paid 
little attention to quality or breeds. In time it was found 
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Present Day Stock Farm. 

that better grades were more profitable, and the early 
range cattle and the "scrub" stock of the pioneers have 
disappeared. 

When the Union Pacific Railroad was built the cattle-

The Cowboy was a Familiar Figure in Kansas Forty Years Ago. 
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men of Texas began driving their cattle into Kansas in 
order to ship them to market. For m¥-y years Abilene was 
the shipping center. When the Santa Fe Railway was 
built, Wichita, being farther south, became the chief 
shipping point. As the country became more thickly set­
tled the cattle trade was pushed farther west. Finally it 
reached Dodge City which remained the shipping center 

In Full Bloom. 

for many years. The building of railroads into the South­
wp..st made it unnecessary for the Texas cattlemen to 
drive their stock to a Kansas shipping point, and about 
1885 the practice was abandoned. While the trade flour­
ished, the cowboy, with his boots and spurs and broad­
brimmed hat, was a familiar figure on the plains of west-
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ern Kansas, but as the settlers turned the grru.ing land 
into farms the cow~y moved farther west. 

Another Kansas industry is horticulture, the cultivation 
of fruits. The first orchard in Kansas was planted at 

Horticulture 
Shawnee Mission in 1837. Very little tree 
planting was done, however, until after the 

Civil War, and even then the Kansas plains were for many 
years regarded as unfit for fruit growing. The early crops 

Kansas Apples. 

were small but of a very fine 
quality, and Kansas apples 
won the gold medal at the 
Centennial Exposition at 
Philadelphia in 1876. This 
aroused much enthusiasm, 
and during the next few 
years many thousands of 
fruit trees were planted, but 
most of .them proved worth­
less because the varieties 
were not adapted to condi­
tions in this State. Long 
years of hard work and pa­
tient effort were required to 
secure the knowledge neces-
sary to make a successful . 

fruit state out of Kansas. To-day there are many fruits . 
grown here, ~ut It is the~~~nsas. apple _ that_ls~famous:) H \.- \' 
Scarcely a farm In the eastern and centrruparls 'or the 
State is without its orchard, and there are a number of 
commercial orchards that are making horticulture an im­
portant industry in· Kansas. 

The farmers of the State have at different times, espe­
cially in the earlier years, formed a number of organiza­
tions. An early organization was the Order of Patrons of 



.. 
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Husbandry, or the "Grange," a national movement, intro­

Farmers' 
organizations 

duced into Kansas in 1872. Its general 
purpose was the improvement of farm life. 
Many granges were organized during the 

'70's. The Farmers' Cooperative Association, begun in 
1873, and the Farmers' Mutual Benefit Association in 
1883, had for their general purposes the cooperation of the 
farmers in buying and selling and in securing lower freight 
rates . 

One of the Crops of Central and Western Kansas. 

About 1888 the Farmers' Alliance, already a national 
organization, formed many local organizations in Kansas. 
The Alliance demanded a number of measures for the 
betterment of the farmers, including lower freight and 
passenger rates, and better mortgage, debtor, and tax 
laws. The Farmers' Alliance was a widespread movement 
and, for a time, overshadowed all other farmers' organiza-
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foods, and diseases of live stock. Branch experiment sta­
tions have, in later years, been established at Hays, Garden 
City, Dodge City, Tribune, and Colby, where problems 
peculiar to the western part of the State are studied. The 
Agricultural College is doing a great work in gather­
ing information and bringing it to the people by means of 
bulletins, lectures, correspondence courses, demonstration 
trains, demonstration agents, and farmers' institutes. 
Kansas was one of the first states to hold a Farmers' In­
stitute in connection with its Agricultural College. This 
work was begun in 1869, and the purpose was then, as it is 
to-day, to promote the knowledge of scientific agriculture. 

One of the Early Flouring Mills. 

The agricultural resources of Kansas have led to the 
development of a number of manufacturing industries. 
One of the oldest of these is milling. Among the first 
needs of the settlers of the new country was a means of 

-





'C'ppcr, Deep Shaft Coal Mining. Lower, Surface Coal Mining. 
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real development of oil and gas in Kansas began about 

on and gas 
1892, with the discovery of the big Kansas­
Oklahoma field. The oil and gas area is 

included within an irregular strip, forty to fifty miles wide, 
e:d:ending from Kansas City southwesterly into Oklahoma. 

It is frequently spo­
ken of as the "oil 
and gas belt." 

By 1900 nearly 
every town in the 
gas belt had more 
gas than it knew 
what to do with, 
and various man­
ufacturing enter­
prises, such as brick 
plants, zinc smelt­
ers, glass factories, 
and Portland ce­
ment mills, .were 
soon attracted to 
these towr~. A 
little later gas was 
being supplied to 
cities outside of the 
gas belt. Pipe lines 
were laid to Wel- . 
lington, Wichita, 
Hutchinson, To­
peka, Lawrence, 
Kansas City, Leav-

Oil Well, or "Gusher." 
, enworth, Atchison, 

and many of the 
With ten years of this great increase towns between. 
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in the use of gas there has come to be a fear that the sup· 
ply may fail at no distant date. 

In the earlier years oil was considered of much greater 
importance than gas. At first the oil was all carried in 
tank cars, but a system of pipe lines was soon laid. Many 
refineries were soon established. The crude oil is used 
chiefly for fuel and for machine oil. In the refineries it L~ 
made into benzine, gasoline, and kerosene. Vaseline and 
paraffin are among the by-products. 

Salt is found in Kansas as a brine in the salt marshes, 
and as beds of rock salt lying beneath the surface. The 

Salt 
marshes were known to the early hunters 
and settlers, and through the early years 

of statehood a little salt was manufactured from this brinE::. 
In the late '80's the rock salt beds were discovered and the 

Salt Plant at Hutchinson. 

salt-making industry was rapidly developed. The center 
of the salt industry is now, as it has been from the begin­
ning, at Hutchinson. Salt is found in a large part of 
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Kansas, but the most valuable area extends across the 
middle of the State from north to south. This great bed 
of salt is in most places from two hundred and fifty to four 
hundred feet thick. Some salt is made by crushing the 
rock salt, but the greater portion is made by the evapor~· 
tion of brines. The brines are obtained by forcing a stream 
of water through rock salt. 

Stone Quarry. 

Brickmaking in Kansas dates from the early years. 
Brick clays are found in many parts of the State, but the 

Brick 
industry is carried on chiefly in the eastern 
part of the State, especially in the gas belt, 

because of the fuel supply. 
Gypsum beds are found in the central part of Kansas, 
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Stages made the trip from Kansas City to Santa Fe in 
E 1 t I· about fifteen days. For many years stage 

ar 'I s age IDes • • 
hnes were operated between the dIfferent 

towns of the Territory. Later, lines were established to 
Denver, to Salt Lake, and even to San Francisco. 

Stage Coach. 

The trip to San Francisco, a distance of about 2000 
miles, occupied nearly a month, and the people of Califor­

nia were very anxious that a quicker way 
i~:r:::'~859-'61 of getting their mails be devised. To meet 

this demand the Pony Express was estab­
lished in 1859. The line extended from St. Joseph to San 
Francisco, a long, lonely way across plains and deserts and 
over mountains, sometimes in a straight line but often 
winding through dark canons or along the edge of mountain 
precipices. The Pony Express required one hundred and 
ninety stations, nearly five hundred horses, and eighty 
riders. The stations averaged about ten miles apart. The 
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The Indian. the Soldier. and the Builder. 

road did not pass through Kansas, but while it was being 
constructed a line that later became a part of the Union 
Pacificl system was built from Kansas City westward, 
along the Kansas River, through Manhattan, Junction 
City, and Salina, and on west through Denver to join the 
main line at Cheyenne.2 

During the seven years spent in building this railroad 
many difficulties were met and conquered. Most of the 
country along the line was without timber, fuel, or any of 
the necessary supplies. The materials for construction 
were brought up the Missouri River by steamboat to 
Kansas City. From this point they were hauled by train 
over the new railroad as far as it was completed. The 
Indians opposed the work because it meant the westward 

1. This line was at first called the Kansas Pacific. 
2. See map. page 28. 
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Early I;>ays on the Union Pacific. 

movement of civilization and the settling of their hunting 
grounds. They were a constant source of danger to the 
whole frontier but especially to the railroad builders. The 
men usually went to their work armed, and stacked their 
guns ready for instant use. Sometimes it was even neces­
sary to guard the men with troops while they worked. 
History gives many accounts of Indian massacres com­
mitted along the line of the Union Pacific Railroad. The 
entire line was finished in 1869. 

In the meantime other lines had been chartered through 
Kansas, the principal one being the Atchison, Topeka & 

The Atchison, 
Topeka & 
Santa Fe, com· 
pleted in 1872 

Santa Fe. This railroad was begun at 
Topeka in 1868 and completed to the 
western boundary of the State in a little 
more than four years. The line between 

Topeka and Atchison was also completed within this 
period. The Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe has since 

-
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The "Iron Trail" Across the Prairies. 

been extended westward to the coast and eastward to 
Chicago, and many branches have been added. This 
railroad follows the general direction of the Santa Fe Trail 
across the eastern half of the State. Near Great Bend the 
track runs on the exact course of the old highway, and 
from this point on through the rest of the State they are 
never far apart and often coincide. When, in 1872, the 
"Santa Fe," as it is generally called, was completed 
through Kansas, the last caravan of wagons had wound 
its way over the old Trail. The trains of cars rushing 
over the new iron trail marked another advance in the 
westward march of civilization. 

The immense cost of railroad construction, the sparsely 
settled country, and the limited amount of traffic, made the 
early building of railroads a risky undertaking. But raiI-
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A Modern Locomotive and One of 1880. 

equipment, and mileage. Thus the relation between the 
railroads and the State's progress is very close. 

There are at present nearly 10,000 miles of railroad in 
Kansas, most of it belonging to the four great companies, 
the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe, the Missouri Pacific, 
the Union Pacific, and the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific. 

There has been but little railroad building in Kansas 
for a number of years for the State is now fairly well sup­

Railroad 
regulation 

plied. Almost every county now has one or 
more railroads. In the earlier years the 
important thing was to get the railroads. 

Having secured them the matter of chief concern is to 
regulate them. During the late '70's much dissatisfac­
tion arose because railroad rates were high, and several 
attempts were made to place the matter of rate regula­
tion under the control of the State. In 1883 a law was 
passed creating a Railroad Commission of three mem­
bers. This Commission was given a great deal of power, 
especially in regard to revising and establishing rates, and 
in adjusting disputes between the railroads and their 
patrons. Within a few years, through the efforts of the 
Commission together with the increase in business result­
ing from a growing population, rates were reduced almost 
half. Since its work proved to be of great service to the 
people the Commission was continued. In 1911 the Rail­
road Commission bec::tme the Public Utilities Commission, 
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Sod Schoolhouse. 

tion. While Kansas was still a Territory, 
Beginning of our a few districts were organized and school­school system 

houses built, and the minimum school 
term was made three months. 

Little educational progress was made during the Civil 
War, but when peace had come to Kansas and the people 

could turn their minds to the needs of their 
S~~ools after the homes and communities schoolhouses built CIvil War , 

of logs or sod sprang up everywhere, for 
the pioneers had brought with them a desire to educate 
their children. Sometimes the settlers did not even wait 
to organize their district, but gathered together and began 
work on their schoolhouse. Where there was a timber 
supply they made their building of logs. On the prairie 
they built it of sod. With the breaking plow they sliced 
out long pieces of sod from two to four inches thick and 
twelve to fourteen inches wide, and these, mortared with 
soft mud, were used like brick to build the walls. The roof 

-
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Interior of Sod Schoolhouse. 

was sometimes of lumber, but often of the sod laid over a 
framework of brush and poles. Whether the building was 
of bgs or of sod, the floor was usually of dirt sprinkled and 
packed until it was hard and smooth. As the country 
grew in population and resources these buildings were re­
placed by others made of lumber, brick, or stone, but the 
little log and sod schoolhouses served the pioneers well. 
They were used not only for school purposes, but for reli­
gious services and for social gatherings, spelling schools, 

. singing schools, and literary societies. The schoolhouses 
were the social centers in early Kansas. 

Although the minimum term was three months, it 
was usually made a little longer for the benefit of the 
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to school only during the winter months when they could 
be spared from the farms. The work in 

The work of the th h ls· th d . t d h· fl pioneer schools e sc 00 In ose ays COnslS e c Ie y 
of the three R's, "readin', 'ritin' and 

'rithmetic." In most cases, the pupils started each year at 
the beginning of their books and worked as far as they 
could. This was continued winter after winter until 
the girls and boys were eighteen to twenty-one years 
of age, or even older. There was no such thing as 
graduating from the country school~; the pupils attended 
until they got ready to quit. Since there were almost no 
high schools in the State, few of the children received more 
than a common school education, and most of the teachers 
had no more than that. 

A Present-day Rural School. 

Conditions are quite different in the country schools 
to-day; the minimum term is now seven months, a 
truancy law covers the full term, the work is arranged 
according to a course of study, the qualifications for 
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teachers have been raised, and the little box buildings 
are being replaced by better ones, in the 

Changes in the f h b 
district schools construction 0 whic eauty, comfort, 

and convenience are considered. The 
work of the schools is changing to meet the changed con­
dition of the times, and much thought is being given to the 

C0I1!'0lidated School, with Wagons for Conveyance of Pupils. 

problem of making the work fit still more closely present­
day needs. It is generally recognized as very desirable 
that boys and girls receive instruction insuch subjects as 
music, manual training, agriculture, and domestic science, 
but on account of the large number of classes in the country 
schools very little of such work can be taught. 

Consolidation is generally looked upon as a method of 
bettering conditions in the rural schools. A consolidated 

Consolidated 
schools 

district is one formed by the union of 
several districts. The little district school­
houses are replaced by a larger building, 

usually centrally located, to which the children are con­
veyed in wagons provided for that purpose. With its 
larger valuation the consolidated district can have plenty 
of teachers and equipment and can offer a greater variety . . 



A High-school Class in Domestic Science. 

A High-school Class in Manual Training. 
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A County High School. 

in the State now, and the plan is being considered in many 
communities. The good roads movement will no doubt 
do much to encourage consolidation. 

A number of years passed before there were many high 
schools in Kansas, and in most of the early ones the course 

Growth of the 
high school 

was brief. Then more and more of them 
began to prepare pupils for college, and 
this work was for a long time looked upon 

as the real purpose of the high school. In late years the 
function of the high school has come to be regarded as that 
of supplying to the great mass of pupils who will never go 
to college, the best possible preparation for the business of 
life. The course has been broadened to include such work 
as manual training, domestic science, music, agriculture, 
commercial work, and training of teachers. The high 
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Manual Training Normal School, Pittsburg. 

teaching as there are in other lines, such as medicine or 
farming. The purpose of the Normal School is to train 
teachers. 

When our State Normal School was established there 
were not more than a dozen other such schools in the 
United States and none that prepared teachers for high 
school positions. To-day there are many normal school~, 
but none larger than ours or more amply equipped to pre­
pare students for all lines of teaching. The course of study, 
reaching from the kindergarten to the completion of a 





Kansas State AKricultural ColleKe. Manhattan. • 





The University of Kansas, Lawrence. 
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Schoolhouse used as a Social Center. 

were, in 1913, placed under the management of a board 
of three members called the Board of Administration. 

In addition to the State institutions Kansas has more 
than thirty denominational colleges. A few of the largest 

of these are Baker University at Baldwin, 
Denominational Washburn College at Topeka Ottawa coUeges 1 , 

University at Ottawa, Friends Univer-
sity at Wichita, the Southwestern University at WinfieJcI. 
and the College of Emporia. There are also a numbel­
of business colleges and a few independent schools. 

Besides all the schools where the people of Kansas may, 
obtain an education, every effort is being made to provide. 

. . other educational opportunities by mear;s 
Other pro!JsJons of extension work public and travelir.g for education ' . 

libraries, and night schools. The State 
Normal School, the Agricultural College, and the Uni­
versity all do extension work, which means that they offer 







" Of all the states, but three will live in story; 
Old Massachusetts with her Plymouth Rock, 
And Old Virginia with her noble stock, 
And Sunny Kansas with her woes and glory." 

--EUGENE F. WARE. 
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Present view of Pawnee Rock. 

historic spot, and secured a deed for the Rock and five 
acres of ground surrounding it. On Kansas Day, 1909, 
the women presented this deed to the State. Th~ transfer 
was made with the condition that the State spend $3000 
for improvements. This was done and the preservation of 
Pawnee Rock is now assured. 

The exact site of the Pawnee Indian village visited by 
Lieutenant Pike in 1806 was not known with certainty for 

The Pike 
Memorial 

many years, but was finally found to be in 
Republic County. It was located through 
the discovery of rows of circular ridges 

supposed to have been the embankments of the Indian 
lodges. 1 An iron fence now incloses about six acres of the 
ground, on which the rings are still plainly visible, and a 
granite shaft stands where the Stars and Stripes first 
floated over Kansas. The monument bears the inscription: 
"Erected by the State of Kansas, 1901, to mark the site of 

1. 'J,'he place was discovered in 1875 by Mrs. Elizabeth A. John­
son, who later purchased the land and presented it to the State. 
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the Pawnee Republic where Lieu- '-"---:-::-====-=-===---" 
tenant Zebulon M. Pike caused 
the Spanish flag to be lowered 
and the flag of the United States 
to be raised, September 29, 1806." 

The Santa Fe Trail, which was 
associated with most of the early 
history of Kansas, was known 

throughout the 
Marking of the country, but with 
Santa Fe Trail 

the settlement of 
the State the old highway was 
growing dim; the ruts were fill­
ing in, grass was covering the 
broad track, and with the passing 
of those who knew it in the old 
days the true route Was in danger 
of being forgotten. To prevent 
this, the Daughters of the Ameri- Where the Stars and Stripes 

R I t · b . th first floated over Kansas. can evo u Ion egan, In e 
opening years of the pres­
ent century, to agitate the 
question of marking the line 
of the Trail through the 
State. In 1905 the Legis­
lature appropriated $1000 
"for procuring sui tab Ie 
monuments for this pur­
pose." Kansas Day of 1906 
was designated" Trail Day" 
in the public schools, and 
the children were invited to 

Santa Fe Trail Marker. contribute a penny each 
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toward the fund. They gave $584.40. Eighty-nine mark­
ers were purchased. Various 
local organizations added nine 
more, making a total of ninety­
eight markers. They we r e 
placed along the Trail from 
the eastern to the western end 
of the State. They bear the 
inscription, "Santa Fe Trail 
1822-1872. Marked by the 
Daughters of the American 
Revolution and the State of 
Kansas, 1906." A few of the 
markers bear special inscrip­
tions in addition to this. The 
one at Council Grove has on 
the other side, "On this spot, Santa Fe Trail Marker, with 
August 10, 1825, the treaty local inscription. 

was made with the Osage Indians for the right of way 
of the Santa Fe Trail." 

The old stone building erected at Pawnee for the capitol 
of Kansas still stands on the Fort Riley Reservation. In 

1907 a subscription fund was raised and the· 
Pa wnee Capitol 

money used to repair and restore the old 
building so that it will stand for many years as a relic of 
our early history. 

The site of John Brown's battle-field at Osawatomie 
J h B ' was purchased by the Woman's Relief 

o n rown s 
battle-field . Corps of Kansas and presented to the 

State in 1909. 
Each State is permitted to place two statues in the 

Han of Fame in the National Capitol at Washington. In 
Statues in the 1905 one of the Kansas places was filled 
Hall of Fame with a statue of John J. Ingalls, who was 
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a Senator from this State from 1873 to 1891. In 1913 
the other place was filled with a statue of George W. Glick, 
who was Governor of Kansas from 1883 to 1885. 

Old Pawnee Capitol on the Fort Riley Military Reservation. 

A number of monuments have been erected in various 
parts of the State in commemoration of noted persons or 
Other events. The John Brown monument at 
monuments Osawatomie was dedicated on A'.1gust 30, 
1877. It bears two inscriptions: "In commemoration of 
those who, on the 30th of August, 1856, gave up their lives 
at the battle of Osawatomie in defense of freedom," and, 
"This inscription is also in commemoration of the heroism 
of Captain John Brown, who commanded at the battle of 
Osawatomie, August 30, 1856; who died and conquered 
American slavery on the scaffold at Charlestown, Virginia, 
December 2, 1859." 
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A splendid monument has been erected 
in Linn County to mark the graves of the 
victims of the Marais des Cygnes massacre. 

At Lawrence there is a monument bear­
ing this inscription: "Dedicated to the 
memory of the one hundred and fifty citi­
zens who, defenseless, fell victims to the 
inhuman ferocity of border guerrillas, led 

_~..II\III!.1 by the infamous Quantrill in his raid upon 
Lawrence, August 21, 1863. Erected May 
30,1895." 

A monument has been raised near 
Junction City in honor of the expedition 
of Coronado. There are several other 
monuments in the State commemorating 
the Spanish explorations of 1541-1542. 

The John Brown Monuments have been dedicated to the 
Monument. memory of settlers killed in the Indian 

raids on the frontier, and to men who .--------:--71 
were killed by Indians while engaged 
in construction work on the Union 
Pacific Railroad. 

These are only a few; many tab­
lets, monuments, and markers have 

been erected in Kan­
Memorial Hall 

sas, but by far the 
greatest number of them are monu­
ments in honor of the soldiers of 
the Civil War. Many of these are 
very handsome, and they have cost, 
in the aggregate, thousands of del- Marais des Cygnes 
lars; but this recognition seemecl in.. Monument. 

sufficient, and it had long been rioped that a handsome 
and serviceable building might b~ erected as a fitting 
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Quantrill Raid Monument. 

and worthy recognition by the whole State of the honor 
due the soldiers and sailors of the Civil War. The fulfill­
ment of this ambition finally became possible when the 
United States paid to Kansas an old Civil War debt 
amounting to nearly a half-million dollars. The money 
was used for the construction of Memorial Hall. This 
beautiful structure, built of white marble, stands near the 
grounds of the State Capitol at Topeka. Part of Memo­
rial Hall is to be used as headquarters for the Kansas 
Department of the Grand Army of the Republic, and 
the rest by the State Historical Society. 

The State Historical Society was organized in 1875. 
From that time until the present the Society has gathered 
and kept books, writings, narratives, maps, relics and other 
matter relating to the history of Kansas. In these 
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collections may be found information concerning the 
explorations, the Indians, the overland 

~:t!~:~i Society travel, the settlements, and the condition 
and progress of the State in its various de­

partments. Volumes of clippings, files of newspapers, and 

An old, double-t!dged, Spanish sword was found in Finney County 
some years ago and presented to the State Historical Society. 
The sword bears the name of one of Coronado's officers, Juan 
Gallel{o. On the blade, in Spanish, are the words: .. Draw me 
not Without reason; sheathe me not without honor." 

thousands of books, provide a very complete record of all 
phases of the State's history. One of the interesting fea­
tures is the collection of relics, among which are: an old 
Spanish sword supposed to have belonged to one of Coro­
nado's soldiers; the pistol of the Jayhawker, James 
Montgomery; two cannon used in the border troubles; 
and the cap, saddle, and sword of John Brown. There 
are many Indian pipes, ornaments, implements, arrow­
heads, and a war bonnet. The historical collections, 
which have increased from year to year, are very inter­
esting and should be seen by every citizen of Kansas. 
The Historical Society had rooms in the State Capitol 
until the completion of Memorial Hall, when it was 
moved into the new building. Thus Memorial Hall stands 
as a tribute not only to the soldiers but. to the entire 
history of Kansas. 

SUMMARY 

In late years Kansas has taken many steps to preserve 
its history. Some of its most prominent memorials are: 
Pawnee Rock; Pike Memorial; Santa Fe Trail markers; 





.. This is but the dawn. We stand in the vestibule 
of the temple. The achievements of the past will 
pale into insignificance before the completed glory 
of the century to come." 

-JOHN J. INGALLS. 
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Later, the same 
prohibition amlen«:tment 

right of 
laboring people 

organizations for protection of their 
In short, the Kansas spirit has manifested itself when­
ever the people have made an effort to overcome difficul­
ties, whenever they have tried to secure more justice or 
liberty for themselves. These efforts have sometimes 
been so radical, and the plans offered for the betterment 

conditions so new as to attract 
att;entlon in the rest country. But Kansas 

to believe and possibilities 
and to make bring about cOtld11Cl0I1S 

will give them to rise 
measure of their nature. 

All over the United States there is a growing tendency 
on the part of the people to exercise a more direct control 
The task of their government; to take more and 
confronting the more authority into their own hands. 
Kansas of to-day This means thr.t the people must be inter-

active and For us, it 
quality of Kansas depends upon 

Kansas citizenship. the task of the jJA'U'UC;'C'A 

heavy one, ours no less great, "IU,'UJ(,U 

iA'",p" .. ,t- Their get the soil 
vation, ours to see that it does not become worn out; theirs 
to get the railroads, ours to use and regulate them; theirs 
to develop new industries, ours to see that they are carried 
on with justice to all; theirs to establish schools, ours to 
make them more efficient; in general, theirs to build up, 

to use wisely. 
Kansas history is 

the past that 



































230 A HISTORY 

Secretaries 
John Winter Robinson ....................•••••..... 

Removed July 28, 1862. 
Sanders Rufus Shepherd, appointed ...•••••.... 

William Wirt Henry Lawrence .......••.....•.•...... 
Rinaldo Allen Barker ........•.•.............•...... 
Thomas Moonlight .......................•... , ..•.. 
William Hillary Smallwood ................•... , .... . 
Thomas H. Cavanaugh. . . . . . . . .. ... ... ... .... . 
James Smith .................................... . 
Edwin Bird Allen. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . ........ . 
William Higgins. . ............. . 
RUl!8el Seott Osborn. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ....... . ..... . 
William Cogdon Edwards .......................... . 
William Eben Bush. . . . . . . . . . . . . .... . . . ..•. 
George Alfred Clark. . . . . . . . . . . . .. ... .. .... . 
Joel Randall Burrow .............................. . 
C. E. Denton ..................................... . 
Charles H. Sessions ................................ . 

Auditors 
George Shaler Hillyer ...............•••............. 

Removed July 28, 1862. 
David Long Lakin, appointed .•••............. 

ABa Hairgrove. . ................................ . 
John R. Swallow .................................. . 
Alois Thoman. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... . 
Daniel Webster Wilder. . . . . . . . . . . . . ...... . 

Resigned September 20, 1876. 
Parkinson Isaiah Bonebrake, !:In1nnint,'n 

Parkinson Isaiah Bonebrake..... .. . 
Edward P. McCabe. . . . . . . .. .. ..•. .. . .......... . 
Timothy McCarthy ............................... . 
Charles Merrill Hovey ...................•.•.•...... 
Van B. Prather ..........................•..•. ' ..... 
George Ezekiel Cole ........................•....... 
William H. Morris ................................ . 
George Ezekiel Cole ............................... . 
Seth Grant Wells ................................. . 
J. M. Nation ...............................•...... 
W. E. Davis.................... . ............ . 

Treasurers 
William Tholen, elected in 1859. 

Entered the army and did not qualify. 
Hartwin Dutton, appointed March 

Hartwin R. Dutton, elected... .. .. . ••..... 
William Spriggs. ............... .. . .... . 
Martin Anderson .............. . ................ . 
George Graham ................................... . 
Josiah Emery Hayes ............................... . 

ltesigned April 30, 1874. 
Joh. FranCIS, appointed .............•......•. 

1861-1862 

1862 
1863-1865 
1865-1869 
1869-1871 
1871-1875 
1875-1879 
1879-1885 
1885-1889 
1889-1893 
1893-1895 
1895-1897 
1897-1899 
1899-1903 
190::1-1907 
1907-1911 
1911-1915 

1861-1862 

1862 
1863-1865 
1865-1869 
1869-1873 
1873-1876 

1876 
1877-1883 
1883-1887 
1887-1891 
1891-1893 
1893-1895 
1895-1897 
1897-1899 
1899-1903 
1903-1987 
1907-1911 
1911--

1861 
1861-18CS 
1863-1867 
1867-1869 
1869-1871 
1871-1374 

1874 
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TREASURERs-concluded 
Samuel Lappin ................................... . 

Resigned December 20, 1875. 
John Francis, appointed. . . .............. . 

John Francis ..................................... . 
Samuel T. Howe. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . ............... . 
James William Hamilton .............. . 

Resigned March I, 1890. 
William Simms, appointed .................... . 

Solomon G. Stover. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . ........ . 
William Henry Biddle. .. ....... ...... . .. . 
Otis L. Atherton .................................. . 
David H. Heflebower .............................. . 
Frank E. Grimes. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. . ...•. 
Thomas T. Kelly. . ..... .. . . . . .. .. . .. . .. 
Mark Tully ...................................... . 
Earl Akers ....................................... . 

Attorneys-General 
Benjamin Franklin Simpson ....................... . 

Resigned July, 1861. 
Charles Chadwick, appointed..... . .... , " .. 

Samuel A. Stinson. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 
Warren W. Guthrie ............................... . 
Jerome D. Brumbaugh ............................. . 
George Henry Hoyt. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. ....... . .. . 
Addison Danford.. ......................... . .. 
Archibald L. WiUia'11s ............................. . 
Asa M. F. Randolph .............................. . 
Willard Davis... . . ...........................• 
Willlam A. Johnston. . .. ...... ............. . .. 

Resigned December I, 1884. 
George P. Smith, appointed .................. . 

Simeon Briggs Bradford. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 
Lyman Beecher Kellogg. . . . . . . . . . . . ......... . 
John Nutt lves ................................... . 
John Thomas Little ............................... . 
Fernando B. Dawes..... . ................ . 
Louis C. Boyle. .. ...... . ..... . ................ . 
Aretas A. Godard ................................. . 
Charles Crittenden Coleman ........................ . 
F. S. Jackson.... . .... . ..................... . 
John S. Dawson. . . . . . .. ........ ............. . .. 

Superintendents oC Public Instruction 
Willlam Riley Griffith. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . ... 

Died February 12, 1862. 
Simeon Montgomery Thorp, appointed ........ . 

Iaaac T. Goodnow ................................ . 
Peter McVicar.......... . ...•.............. 
Hugh De France McCarty. ..... ..... . .... 
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1874-1875 

1875. 
1877-1883 
1883-1887 
1887-1890 

1890 
1891-1893 
1893-1895 
1895-1897 
1897-1899 
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1913- -

1861--

1861 
1861-1863 
1863-1865 
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1869-1871 
1871-1875 
1875-1877 
1877-1881 
1881-1884 

1884 
1885-1889 
1889-1891 
1891-1893 
1893-1895 
1895-1897 
1897-1899 
1899-1903 
1903-1907 
1907-1911 
1911-1915 

1861-1862 

1862 
1863-1867 
1867-1871 
1871-1875 
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Couudes Organized 
Countl/. ])at. of Organimtitm. CountIiSHt. 

Cherokee ................... 1866 .................. Columbus. 
Clay ....................... 1866 ................. Clay Center. 
Cloud l .•........•............ 1860 ................... co~co~' 
Crawford ................... 1867 ................... ~'(' . 
Ellis ........................ 1867. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • 
Ellsworth ................... 1867 ................... Ellsworth. 
Greenwood .................. 1862 ..................... Eureka. 
Labette' .... , . . .... 1867. . . . . . . . .. ...... . .. Oswego. 
Lyon" ... " . . 1860. . . .. .... Emporia. 
Marion.. .. . ..... 1860. . .. . ..... .. . ..... Marion. 
Montgomery . '" .. . .... 1869 ..... , ....... Independence. 
Neosho' .. "." .......... l864 ...................... Erie. 
Ottawa ................... lSi6 .............. Minneapolis. 
Republic . . .. , ..... 1868.. .. . ...... .. Belleville. 
Washington ............... 1860 ................. Washington. 
Wilson ........... ; ......... 1865. . . . .. . ............ Fredonia. 

1. The original name. Shirler,. cbanged to Cbud in 1867. 
2. Part of Dom County until 1861. Named Neooho untillse? . 
3. Named Rreckinridge until 1862-
4. Named D,1'Il until 1801. 
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Counties Organized 
C-.lv Drztt 0/ Orl1"niZ4liolt. c~ Seal. 

Barber ..................... 1873 ............. Medicine Lodge. 
Barton ..................... 1872 ................. Great Bend. 
Chautauqua ................. 1875 ...............•...... Sedan. 
Cowleyl .................... 1870 .................... Winfield. 
Decatur .................... 1879 ..................... Oberlin. 
Edwards .................... 1874 ..................... Kinsley. 
Elk1. . . . . . . . . . . .......... 1875 " . . .............. Howard. 
Ford .... . .............. 18.73 ................. Dodge City. 
Harper" .................... 1873 ....... Anthony. 
Harvey. .. .. .... . .......... 1872 ., ....... Newton. 
Hodgema.. . .............. 1879 ................... Jetmore. 
Jewell ................. 1870 .. . . . . .. . ....... Mankato. 
Kingman. . ................ 1874 . . ....... Kingman. 
Lincoln ................. 1870 " .......... Lincoln. 
McPherson ................. 1870 .................. McPherson. 
Mitchell .................... 1870 ...................... Beloit. 
Norton ..................... 1872 ..................... Norton. 
Osborne .................... 1871 ..................... Osborne. 
Pawnee ..................... 1872 ..................... Larned. 
Phillips ..................... 1872 ................. Phillipsburg. 
Pratt· ..............•.••.... 18711 ....................... Pratt. 
Reno .............•...... '.' .1872 .................. Hutchinson. 
Rice. . .. . .. . •......... 1871 .. ..... . ............ Lyons. 
Rooks. . .. . ................ 1872. . . . . . . . .. . ........ Stockton. 
Rush ....................... 1874. . . ..... La Crosse. 
Russell. .. '" ............ 1872. .. . ......... Russell. 
Sedgwick " . . ........... 1870. ... . .............. Wichita. 
Smith ... , ................. 1872. . . . . ... ..... Smith Center. 
Stafford .. . ........... 1879 . ... ......... St. John. 
Sumner .. . .......... 1871 •.....•...... Wellington. 
Trego ...............•...... 1879 ..........•••.••. Wa Keeney. 

1. Originally named Hunter. 
2. Originally the northern portio .. of Howard county. 

~ • Firat organisation in 1873, IaI8 oet aside .. Craudal.IIL 
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Counties Organized 1880-1890 
c"""". C",III, 

Cheyenne,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .............. St. Franeis. 
Clark. ............. . .................. Ashland. 
Comanche*. . . . . . . . .. . . . ................ Coldwater. 
Finneyl. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ................ Garden City. 
Gove ...................... . .................... Gove. 
Graham. . . . . . . . . . . .. .. ... . ................. Hill City. 
Grant. . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . " . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . Ulyases. 
Gray ....................... 1887 .................... Cimarron. 
Greeley ..................... 1887 ..................... Tribune. 
Hamilton ................... 1886 .................... Syracuse. 
Haskell ..................... 1887 .................... Santa Fe. 
Kearny ..................... 1888 ....................... Lakin. 
Kiowa ...................... 1886 .................. Greensburg. 
Lane ....................... 1886 .................... Dighton. 
Logan. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 1887 ........... Russell Springs. 
Meade ............. ... . 1885. ........... . . . . . Meade. 
Morton .....•............... 1886 ................... Richfield. 
Nens". . ................... . ................ Neas City. 
Rawlins............. 1881. .................. Atwood. 
Scott. . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . 1886 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Scott. 
Seward ....•................ 1886 . .............. . .Liberal. 
Sheridan. ... .. . . . . . . .. .. . .1880 ................ " .... Hoxie. 
Sherman ................... 1886 ................... Goodland. 
Stanton .................... 1887 .................... Johnson. 
Stevens ..................... 1886 .....•.........•.... Hugoton. 
Thomas ...•................ 1885 ....•........••.•..... Colby. 
Wichita ....•......•........• 1886 ......•................ Leoti. 
Wallace ..................... 1888 .............. Sharon Springs. 

1. Named ...... uoyah until 1833. 
• Fira ~ in 1873. later BOt uido fraudulent. 
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Hutchinson, 167. 
Immigration, 65, 66, 89, 107, 

117, 119, 123, 130, 178, 179. 
Illinois, 66. 
Independence, 34. 
Independence Creek, 21. 
Indians, 9, 21,57,73, 135; tribes 

and traders, 32; experi-
with, possessed Kan-

sas, 46-54; reservations, 47; 
taught in missions, 51; re­

of, 46·48; raids, 111, 
118; farmers, 

Indiana, 66. 
Indian Territory, 48. 
Industries of Kansas, 141-170. 
Ingalls, John 88, 204, 210, 

225. 
Inman, Henry, 226. 
Institutions, 235, 
Insurance, 

232. 
Iowa, 66, 89, 90. 
U Iron Trail," 
Irrigation, 148, 149. 
Irving, 24. 
Irwin, Rev. S. M., 217. 
Jayhawkers, 
Jefferson, President, 18, 
JesUits, 16, 49. 
Johnson, Mrs. Elizabeth A., 202. 
Johnson, Rev. Thomas, 51. 
Johnson, William, 217. 
Joliet, 16. 
Jones, Sheriff, 80, 82, 85. 
Junction City, 13. 
Kafir Corn, 151. 
Kansas, admission of, 100, 108. 
Kansas City, 40, 51, 67, 68, 69, 
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