A “Panic” in the Local Gold
Market.

Attempt 1o “‘Bear?’ Gresnbacks—Successful
Oonjidence Game— Harriet Tubman,
Mauve a Stool Pigeon—Shimer 32,000 out
;A Decided ".Pznu”-d. Nigger in the

cnce.

For some days past there has ex
isted in certain quarters a deal of
speculation, created by the report
that a former slave from South Car-
olira was tarrying just outside the;
southern limits of the city, endeav-
oriug to effect the oxchange of two
thoussund dollars in gold which he
bad become possessed of during the
war, and had brought here with tho
desire of turning it into greenbacks.

The fortunate ex-slave used a go-
betweeh, Johnson by name, who
bad formerly known Harriet Tub-
man, the celebrated colored cbam-
pion of fugitives, previous to and
during the war, having had business
transactions with her in those days.
Coming to her residence near the
South street or Fleming toll-gate a
fow days ago,Johoson related to her
the facts of bis friend possessing
the gold, and offered her a libe-
ral commission for her services in
sccuring a customer to exchange
greenbacks for tho yellow metal.

Harriet was greatly clated at the
prospect of sccuring & round sum
of money, baving a desire to use it
in visiting her old bomeo in the
South. Consequently, putting her
whole faith in the statements and
promiscs of Johnson, she interviow-
ed soveral capitalists in tho cily, at
various times, and endeavored to
excito tbeir interest in the desira-
ble traosaction by which $2,000
guld could be sccured for green-
backs, without premium, which at
twelve per cent., would nett $240
to the negotiator—not to mention
ber own promised reward for secur-
ing the customer,

The bonest old woman, fully im-
pressed with her important mis
gion, in which she said that sho had
always stood up for ber race, nnd
was “not going to go back on them
now’’—interviewed Chas. P, Wood,
of the Auburn Savings Bank ; ex-
Shoriff James Meud, of Fleming ,
Chas. A, Myers, Cashier of the
Exchange Bank, and Dr. E. P. K.
Smith, without success, althovgh
the latter gentleman did goso far
as to take 500 in currency, and
visit Harriet’s residence Tuecsday
evening ; but failing to find ber at
bome, ho declined, yesterday, to
bave anything more to do with the
subject.

But finally, the right party was
reached, in the person of Mr. An-
thony Shimer, who, with an eye to
business, is always on hand tfor a
safe speculation. Thestory was told
to him by Harriet,in whom he had
reason to rely, from her long and
well tried reputation for honesty—
and from his own guileless confi-
dence in the disinterestedness of peo-
ple who are bothered with-a good
deal of gold or other property in

general.
Anthony needed just $240, to eke

out what little change his business
allows him to enjoy, and his inter-
view with Harriet convinced him
that he had struck a prolific source
of gain that could be turned to bet-
ter account than any investment in
second-hand cellars or post holes
that might tarn up for years to
come.

No amount of dissuasion from
some of his cool hoaded advisers
could turn him from the cerlainty
of making a good thing, and finally
he drew 82,000 in currency from the
City Bank, obtained a horse and
wagon, with which to drive to the
mysterious rendezvous with the
bolder of the gold. He told Mr.

“ Charles O'Brien, Casbier, that Har-
riet came to him with her brother,
James Stuart, and had informed
bim that the gold man was so shy
of whito folks, and fearful of being
beaten out of his money, that he
kept himself aloof from all persons
excopt his “agent,” Johuson, and
was only to be personally “seen”
by said Johnson or Harriet, in
which latter personage he could
trust implicit confidence.

Consequently, he must bo ap-
proached in bis xural retirement,
with a delicacy so oponly sugges.
tive of entire good faith as to con-
vince bim that no fraud was in-
tended.

Previous to taking his departure
from the bank, Mr. Shimer engaged
Cushier O’Brien to accompany him,
partly for protection in case of dan-
ger from the strange gentleman
from Carolina, and partly to test the
geonuninoness of “that gold”—for
which latter purpose a vial of mu-
riatic acid was provided.

At about 4 o’clock P, ». the party
started out, comprising Messrs,
Shimer and O'Brien, ‘Harriet, her
husband, her brother James Stuart,
and the man Johnson. They drove
to Grover Hill, and not finding their
man, (unless he was present in the
form of Johuson, -the agent, who is
now suspected of being- the boss ot
the whole job), they drove on until

|
after dark and to Smith’s Coruners,
where they alighted and put up at
the bhotel,

become tbe bearer of the §2,000 in
greenbacks, which sho was to take
to the gold man— he being suppos-
ed to be so near at hand, in & con-
venient concealment, that she could
meet him and receive. the gold, and
return to the hotel witkin balf an
hour.

panied by Johnson, proceeded on
ber errand, leaving the rest of the
party bebind, anxiously awaiting
the golden result,

momentary expectation of her re-

appearance.
quarters; an hour passed, and no

signs of Harriot.

Milkizzidick, nor nobody elso !"

known as to where the “gold” and
the greenbacks may chance to be
just at present—except that they
have, figuratively, gone up the spout.

day, and currency is scarcer.

Hore Harriet was appointed to

She took the money, and, accom-

Time passed slowly, until balf an
hour had elupsed, and all were in

Half an hour, three-

Half an hour
more, and Mr. Shimer's nervousness
bad increased to a serious degree.
He began to regret that Mr. O'Bri-
on had not accepted his proposition
to “go snax’ on the proceocds.

Then they sallied out into the air,
and walked a few rods. A peculiar
sound was heard, which they at first
ascribed to the voice of some ani-
mal. Again it was heard with
moroe distinctness, when they recoy-
pized a human wuil of distress.

Proceeding to the spot from
whence the sounds came, a pros-
trate figure, scarco divcornible in
the darkness, was scen laboriously
crawling on the ground. Oa ap-
proaching it, Mr. Shimer exclaimed
“Tor God’s sake, Harriot! Is this
you?’ The only answer was a
groan from the figure, which was
found to be that of the unfortunate

Iarriet.
further examination disclosed

the fact that she was gagged by a
largo handkerchief, stuffed into her
mouth and fastened securely by be-
ing tied around ber bead. To take
ber into tho house and relieve her
of the gag was the first act, when
it was found that she was wounded
by a blow on the sido of her face,
suffering from -almost complete ex-
haustion, and nearly specchless,
while her clothing was torn and
her general appearance indicative of
a desperate struggle.

As she is a powerfnl woman, cour-
ageous and active, and a stranger to’!
fear, it was evident that she had been
knocked senseless, gagged

and’
bound, and after lying in such con-|
dition for some time, had recovered
sufficiently to unbind her hands and
crawl to the spot where she was

found.
After administering to her suffer-

ings and vainly endcavoring to ob-
tain somo coherent explanation
from the unfortunate woman, she
was left in comfortable quarters at
the hotel, in charge of her husband,
while the rest of the party, minus
the suspected villain, Johnson, re-
turned—Stuart being directed to
procure clothing and other necessa-

ries for the sufferer.
All the information that could be

gleaned from Harriet was that her
bands had been tied behind her
back, and that sho had muanaged to
oerawl from the scene of the foul
and villainously planued robbery.

The greenbacks were, of course,
missing, and no gold was in her
possession in exchange therefor.
Jobunson failed to turn up, also, and
bere the subject rests for the present

A visit to the house of Mrs. Tub-
man this morning, failed to elicit
any further information, excepting
that she bad left in the morning, re-,
turned at noon, and after again
leaving, with her companions, yes-
terday bad not since returned.

An old “auntie” at the wash-tub,
lame and blind, but fat, joily und
shrewd, replied, in answer to ques-
tions—

“I ’clare to goodness, sir, don’t
poar to know nuflin’ ’bout it, more’n

And tbat is more than is yet

Gold is quoted at a premium to-




