President Palma's state carriage.

Rafael Palia on the ramparts of Cabanas Fortress, where =

family spends the summer.

President Palma’s two young sons, Carlos and Rafael (the two
on the left).

THE

FAMILY LIFE OF

TOMAS ESTRADA PALMA.

i . Jing Contrast to

of His Official Carcer.

the Stress and Storm

The Ex-i’resident of Cuba Has a Singularly Happy Home-—Senor

and Mrs, Palma Have Six Children-—Palma C:n=

demned to Death by the Spaniards.

(Stufy Correapondence of tha Pleayune.)

Havana, Sent, 24,—The tamily life
of President Tomns Estrnda Palma
forms nn Intevesting contrast to the
stresa and storm of his officlal rou-
tine,  After a wearing day spent In
canferences  with his  advisers, In
recelving  delegntions,  and  over
sheaves of correspondence, he hag
but to shut the door of his study
to ind himselr surrounded  hHy  tho
restful  nfluences of n singulnrely
happy home, A part of the seennd
story of tha old palaco of the Sfpan-
Ish Governora-Cieneral has hoen aet
astde for the use of Mr, and Mrs,
Patma and thelr ehildren. The win-
dows of thelr apurtments overlook
O'Rellly Street, one of the busiost
rotal)l shopping Qistricts of the city.
There are giimpses to bo caught of
the green trees of tho Plazn
Armng, which lMes just In front
the palace; of the harbor, with
ceusaless  procession of  ships;
Cahanas Cnstle, sprowling along the
opposite nide of the harhor ahove the
Hitlo town of Cusa RBlanca, and, fur-
ther away in the distance, risos the
graceful lighthouse and the time-
worn buattlements of tho Morro. The
palnee Itself §8 full of momories. It
was the homo of Weyler, and, after
him, of Blunco and Castillunos, the
latter tho last of the viceroys, to
whom wnas assigned the unpleasant
task of delivering to the Americany
control over the government of thu
{sland.

President and Mrs. Pulma have six
children—four sons and two daugh-
ters. Tomns, tho cldest, I8 now a
youth of 23 years, Fe was born in
Fonduras, but has spent the greater
part of hig lifo In the Unlted Staics.
THL within the last few months ha
has beon a student at Cornell, where

ho has shown a declded talent for
engineoring, This 18 to bo his pro-
feaslon eventually., Just now he s
serving as a noncommyissioned 'ofll-
cor {n one of the new .militila com-
panley. His brother, Jose, 18 21 yoars
old and has heen, married two years,
He wns n student at Columbja Uni-
versity, and hopes some day to ro-
turn to the Unlversity to finlsh his
course In law. At present he {8 rep-
resenting his father on the groat
estates at Bayamo, where his pres-
ence |8 urgently needed; as can be
readily understood, during the prds-
ont eritical perfod in Cuban history.
His wife and littlo daughter, how-
ever, remain {n Havana, making their
home in the paluce, ‘"where the little
glirl 18 the idol of her grandparents.
The President, especinlly, Is her de-
vored and unwearying slave, In her
small whimsies he fAnds unfalllng
relnxations from the cares of offic®
und {8 fond of saying that ahe is his
principal dlvorsion and solace.
Candita, the eldest daughtey, 8 now
a young lady of 18 yoars, She s of
a studious and retiring dlsposition,
passionately fond of musle, and with
a romuarkable talent as ‘a - planist.

Consldering the opportunities which.

she enjoys as the daughter of tho
Chiet of the Stoto she cannot be sald

to be fond of soclety. Her musieal:

nducation wns begun in tho United

Htntes, nnd har been continued here’
the.

under Mime Salazar, reputed
ablest teavnor in Cuba. Miss Candl-
a's appearnnces in publie have bBran
"Imited to the musicals given by her
[nstructor, In private she {8 4 mu:a-
idmired 'virtuosn, She does notl shine

a8 a pinnist bocausé of her position
in the great world; hers {s n real and

boautiful gift, to the cultlvation of
which a great deal of hard work
has been - glven' ungrudgingly, Per-

sonally, the young woman has n very
gwoet and refined manncer, and charm.
{ng personallity. She is the intimate
friend and constant” companion of
her father. Cubnn etlguetto prevents
her from accompanying him into hls
office, and she cannot for Lhat reason
be of nssistance to him In the round
of officlal duties; but she is prob-
ably of great value in hundling his
personal correapondenze, and still
moro in cheering him of evonings
avith her musle. Bhe reads to him
fraquently from his favorite authors,
historians and some of the groat
biographers, with all of whom. tis
Palma childron are surprisingly woll
a~quainted. Miss Candita, like all tha
other chlldren, apeakks Engllsh betts:
than sho dnes Spanigh, She wrs born

beeame President of the Cuban Roe-
publle, probably expected to live all
her lifo-In- that little town, Since
coming to Havand, however, sha has
given n great deal of time to per-
fecting herself In Spanish, which she
now spenks vory well. She i s.udy-
ing French now.

The three younger children aroc, in
some ways, the most Int-resting
maembers of the family. Luclta anl
Carlos are twins, now 1?2 ycara of
ago. Rafaecl, the youngest, Iy 19
Luclta's real namo (8 Mariana a2
Luz, a boautiful but somewhat cum-
berous appeliation, which has boon
shortenod hy the famlly and her
playmates into the more portahle
form, to shich she commonly an-
swers, Thoy attend an  Amerlean
achool In Virtudes Stroot, run -by an
accomplishod  Amerienn lady, Miss
Phillips, of Colifornia. The Instrue-
tién da In. English, but there 18 a
Spanish master, from whom they re-
coive lessons In tholr own Iilom.
They are dignifed Ittle peopie,. In
opite of ‘thelr tender nges, bhu' in-
tensely demoeratie and  unaffested,
vory populnr with their Jtt)~ psso-
clates, nnd nlways onger and obliging.
1t their teacher nssigns the childran
some llttle task, such as the ar-
ranging of the chalrs for the musle
cingses, none responds m 'ro punotu-
ally  and  dellghtedly than, Maste:
Carlos, If somene s wanted to rua
an errand, the Mrat to. voluntrer 8
Master Rafacl. In faet, they g-aw
wholly unconscious of the * position
wuleh they ocoupy ns the Prestident's

chitdren, and bohave ke healthy,
happy, well-braught-up youngsters
in the Unltod States.

To thelr parentg all of the Palma

espeeially towurds (he mother, thelr
attitude Is one of roverentinl cour.
tesy, Tho Prosident loves to frolle
with the younger children. {n the
evenings, When they were still more
hables nothing gnve him sincerar de.
light than to romp with them just as
Engene Fleld a'd with hig merry
Httle folks, Last year, when the pe.
Htlen] skies were bexinning to be
overcast, and a serles of threatening
nnonymous letters caused the’ fnmily
mtuch alnrm, the ehildren woere tnkon
away from school and pnt in charge
of n governess gpectally hired for the
Purpose, Sueh I8 the loving cave
which the Presldent lavishes upon
them that he could not benr the
thought that they should be oxpogerl
to posaible harm on their dnily jour-
neys to and from Virtudoes Strect.
Mrs. Pulma 18 a native of Hon.
duras, and Js now approaching her
Nrtieth birthday, She f8 n daughter
of the late Presldent’ Guardioln, of
Hondurng, DPresldent Palma g o na -
tive of Bayamo, and wags the oniy
son of a very wenlthy Cuban family
of dlatinguished ancestry, Durlng
the Ten Ycears' War with Spaln he
and  his mother were redureed to
comparative indigenee, Cltimately,
they found refuge in tho camp of the
Insurgent Army, eve they dwelt to.
gether in a little paim-thatchod hut.
One nlght the Spanish troons at-
titeked tho enmp, and In spite of all
that Its brave defenders could do to
keep (hem out, burst through the
Hnea. Among the prisoners taken
was  Mrs, Palma, then nan  alderly
waman, They bore her away with
them, attached to a trooner's saddls,
but within two or three dnvs the
frightful hardship of her position
proved too much for the venerable
woman, and ghe expleed.  Hor death
made n protound Impression upon hor
son. Trom that time he devoted him-

10 the cause of his natlve Jand. Yet
he wns without anlmosity towards
the Spanish. Once, when g number
of 8panish aples were taken anda
were about to be hanged he joineqd
n number of patriot officers In n pe.
titlon for elémency.

"What?* exclatmed the nston{shed
hy-standers, “can you nsk mercy for
these men, at whose hands {t mAay ba
your suninted mother met her terrible
death?”

“Yes," he replied, “rfor her memory
ia too sacred to be descernted by n
apirit of vengeancoe.”

This patlent and forgiving spirit
atill breathes in the heart of the
Cuban  President. It is  doubtful
whether, even If he could have his
awn way, he would nunish the men
whose meanness, treachery and cow.
ardlee have piunged him Intp all the
dangers and dlfflculties nf his pres.
ent situntlon. He I8 snid to he quite
awnre of nll that has been done by
pretended (riends during the Inat two
vears, but such I8 the gentlaness of
his character that he would not lift
n. hand to avenge himself on them of
a single personal injury. . .

Pulma fought aginst the Spanish in
the Ten Yoars' War (lll the forma.
tion of the first Cuban' Republfe,
Eventually he became the fifth Pres.
jdent of this short-lived State., VWhile
stI1] In ofico he was captured by the
Spanish and sent to Morro Castle
under sentence of doath, Tho cell
where he wns fimprisoned I8 stil
pointed out. Martinez-Campos, who
was then Governor Guneral of Cuba,
annullod the sentence so far as thn
denth penalty was  concerned, but
sent him a state prisoner to Barce-
lona, where he was jmmured In a

.the Morro,

in Conter Vnlley, and until her father

children show n pretty deference, and -

self with absolute singleness of heart.

‘tortress, sald to be a duplicate of
Ho remafnod there fur,
some time, but was eventually re-
leased. FHiIs refusal to take the oath
of alleglance to Spain cost him 1
sentence of banishment from Cuba.
He set out for Parls, vowing he
would never return to his natlve
tand till' he' could bring Cuba heor
freedom from Spanish tryanny. It
was to be hils proud destiny to ao-
complish .this vow, though not tlll
after 'many Yoars. of absence and
suffering. From Parls he’ went to
Honduras, It was during his exils
in thig country that he mot and
wooed his present wif~ He wan em.
.ployed as tutor In 1o famlily of
Presldent Guardiola, i..'d the presant’
Mrs. Palma was onc of his puplla..
She wns 25.yenrs his Junior, but the
disparity In ages has In no way
diminished the partect happiness that
has murked thelr wedded life. .

Mrs, Palmn has probably aesecend-
od from one. of those virlle ‘Tndlan
races which formorly dominated Cen.
tral Amocicu; the swarthy compiaz-
fons and. prominent choek hones
seon In her own visego and in those
of her children bear testimony in
the fact. They are attrlbutes which
might not ha deamed heautiful, but
in tho cast of tho Prosident's wife
they are redeomed hy a fing preaence
and delightfully simple and refined
manners,  Mrs. Palma 18 tnll and
plump. Her figure has not, Iltke
many of the Cuban matrons, taken
on fat with ngo. She Is distin-
giulshed for good, sound sense And
Judgment,© Her chiof pleaanrs o
found at homa svwith hor childen.
When she flrat came to Cuba she
found It diffleult to realizo that ehe
belonged to thoe publle as mueh ua
her dlstinguished husband, When
she went driviny she was wont to
concenl her face with her fan, to
nvold the regpectfutly curfous eyes
of the crowd,
their serutiny was very painful to
hor,  Thia feoling ewpresses itwelf
nlso in hor shrinking from:. all no-
clnl demonstration. 8Shoe has con-
sldornh}c culture, and while sho mey
not come . up to the Intellrvtunl
standnrd of (he most advanced of
Amerlean womon, ‘she Is for ahead o
the averngo editeated Cuban lady,
fhe rends n great deal, but her chief
occupntion and principal. delight s,
the monagement of her home, In
which sho dlapiays much skill, Bvery
Thursday at 4 p.m, she has a sma'}
receptlon, at wihilch only her own set
ore usually {nvited to be present.
Americans aro cansAplecuous by thelr
abience:  The only gentlemen are
those who aceommnany thelr wives.
These entertainments  are not In-
tonded for the public. S8ome llight re-
freshments arc served: there may he
a lttle musle, hut the principal foa-
ture of the gathering is the entire
ahgence of formality and tho alr of
geninl elegance which prevalls,

Onee o year President Palma en-
tertanine at a _bhall, 'There are alsa the
Diplomatfe, Senatorial, Congression-
nl nnd othor formal dinners, At these
latter entortainments Mrs. Palma al-
wnys prerides, with much_grace and
charm, Bhe and the Presldent sit on
opposite sldes of the long honrd, at
the eonter, with the guests arrnnged
accarding ta the strict etlquetie
which provalls in Havana In suecp
mutters, The dinners are good. On
these ncenslons Mrs, Pnima dresses
handromely and appropriately, but
ordinarily she shows no evidences of
fondness for fine clothes, Hereo, ns
In everything rconnected with her
own personal life, ghe exhiblits good
tnsle, reserve and a certain alr of
distinetfon that [s wvery attractive,
. She hus few Jewels, and the omly
arnament whieh she wears hahlt }n-
Iy {8 o small goarl broach, evidently
an helrloom, She cschows the loose
wrappers which the majority or Cu-
hitn matrons, oven of the highest
claas, wonr at home, She 18 nlways |
neatly and even dalntily attired iIn
white, usually trimmed with hanq-
#oma Joco, Mrs, Palma makes fow
visite, and thase strictly In officia!
clrcles, \As she explaing, she cannos
zo bevond the offelnl clirele without
incwiring  more  social obligations,
Tor the aamae reason she never
visits  Amerieans. “If T Depin'
she gald once, “"where shall T draw
the lne? But Ameriean ladies whn
visit the palace, whether informally
or nnt, are alwava sure of tho most
cordinl of welcomes. In her relations
with them there {8 no alr of patron-
nge, no assumption of condescension,
On the contrary. she ls voery concid.
erate, striving to put them at thelr
ense, and putting herself often to
some glight Inconveninnee fo attain
charncter has- heen acqulred by her
children, all of whom sitow the same
unfafling  courtesy in thelr inter-
conrse with sirangors,

President Pnlmna worke hard., When
the famlly is at resldence In' the
palace he Ig at his desk at 8 o'clock,
In the summer time, when they are
sojourning at Camp Columbin or nt
Cabanns fortress, he Iz at work by
8:30 a.m. At 11 o'clock he goes (o
lunch, but returns at 1, and contin-
wtes busy untll  o’clock, The summer
home at Camp Columbin s the well.
Fnolnteﬂ house erected for the use

one of the Ameorican Army of-
cers, It I8 of the style familiar In
the 1'nited States. A specinl electric
car is operated to and from the pal-
are for the Presltdent's use, In this he
g0es to and from the city, accompan-
fed hy his ald-de-campn, nnd his Sec-
retary, Mr. Belt. The latter 18 o man
of great abllity, who makes his home
with the Presldent, and & his con-
stant companion. ’J.‘Ins summer, how-
ever, whlle the famlly was at Ca-
hanas, Mr, Meyer was in attendance
on the Presldent. He was assoclated
with Mr., Palma during the time ot
the Cuban revolutlonary junta !n
New Yorlk, and is devoted to his
service. Mr, Meyer speaks English
fivently, but Mr, Belt I8 not acqualint-
ed with that language, which the
President ‘and all' his famlily speak
with equal. ' 1f not’ greater, fluency
than Spanish,

At Cabnnae the Presldent occuplek
the plcturesque little residence over-
looking the ramparts formerly used
by tho Spanish Commandant. The
house I8 overshadowed by magnifi-
cent laurel treed, A little belvedere
has been erected on the ramparts, so
a8 to command.a view of Lhe harbor
and the city, - The sight Is a superb
ope. Here the family apends muny
happy hours, It is cepecially & favor-
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To be exposed- t9

Miss Carr (figure on right, wearing hat) and President Palma’s children,'w!thg
friesdy, fn the grounds of the Quinta de Molinas, Havana, Cuba.

?alma’'s children at school,

Luzita Palma, seated on extreme lcft; Carlos Paima, next to her bul
cne ; Raiael Pa-ma, standing behind his brother. , o

'bn'l;o'. of thy
T

- inas, the
President Palma’s children and a group of little friends at p'ay at the Quinta de Molinas,
summer home, on the outskirts of Havana,

ite resort of the chlldren. Tvery
morning Miss Candita makes her way

to this point of vantuge and watches

her father's steam launch  as iy,
threads its way across the harbor 1o
the Cavalleria wharf, where (he

President is in the hnbhit of landinw,

Cabanas I8, of course, a fortress,
and, consequently, more or Jess fuli
of soldfcrs all the time, When the
family is t(here, the children
many playfellows among the
They arc very popular.
master  recently paid A graceful
tribute to thiz fact hy composing a
march which he dedicuted to Carles

men,

. President Palma's two younger sons about to dance minuet

. . ..ureg on richt). . '

with two little American girls

(fig=
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and Rafacl, ‘The hoys know the m_»m
as well as the enilsted men. The
etiquette of salntes for the foreign
ships that come and go cunstandy
theyr know thoraughly. One of thelr
chief amusemoents is (o huild little
forts of their own and sttack or de-
fend them. 1In fact, Cabunus s &
huge plavground for the happy Jitts
folk. The palace offers no such op-
portunitics for outdoor Iife,  When
the Tamily retorns there, as ft id
Jast week, under stress of the present
compliested  politieal. sltuation, the
Cchildren have no pliyground but the
corrjdors of the bhuflding,  These ar:
spacioug, hut what active-limbhed Hi-
tle person of 10 or 12 v s would he
satisfled with any marble-paved and
latticed hall, however ample?  Av the
Quinta de log Melines, the old villi
in the suburh of Prineipe, which s
the Prosidents officlal sommer resi-
dence, the children were hetter off.
The honse, though small and old-
fashioned, is surrounded_ by superb
and extensjve giardens. T!ﬁ\\"evur, it
had many drawhaecks, and after two
seasons there President Palma aban-
doned {ts use. The nlace hns
been turned over to the munjcinalits
of Havana, which uses the hniliing
for a gchool. The magntileent gardens,
the pride and glory of the old Svan-
{sh dayvs. are now devoted to scientifie
PUTrnOseR,

When Presldent Palma returned to
Cuba as the Fresident of the Jtepub-
lie, he was n very pooy man,  Ji is
enid that when General Wond gave
his Arst recention in their honor, the
raiment which the Pahmas donned for
the accasian mutelyr wlinessed thelr
finaneial condition,  Mrs. Talma ap-
peared in a very nlain black ensh-
mere, while the Prasident wore a4
rusty Prince Albert and a Derby hat
Sinee then, however, Congress hns
voted him back the estates at Bayamn
which the Spanish cenfiseated from
hig tamily many vears ugo. These
are already of mreat valae, The rajl-
roads now bnilding in eastern Cubl
wil) pass within a shert distance of
the extnte, and thus render them in-
finitely rieher, The Van Horn svne
dieate will run a line practically
throngh o part of the estate, and the
Cuba Enstern will construct its main
Mine nnlv a Mitle further off, Thus
the President has heecome a compari-
tively rieh man, and ls destined, ap-
parently, to have sUll Inrger porscs-
sions.  ITowever, {his good fortune
hne had little offect upon his wav of
living.  The strict econcmy which
prevailed at his home In Center Val-
fey, where he ran a dairy farm in
ronnection  with his  Academy for
Spanish ladies. and sold bhutter nm!
milk  to  supnlement the family
revenues, I8 still maintained in the
palace, There §8 no hint of stingi-
ness, however, Mrs. Palma devotes
every morning  to  correcling the
“family accounts. The various homes
I of the family are very simply fur-
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am? mention of Miss Eva C. Carr,
tle friend and principal lieutenant ot
InPaima. ollsg Carr has Known
& Pma  family intimately for
Ty years.  She is from Uenter
Villey, N, Y., where her acquaintance
%l the . Presldent was rlormed.
¥ the family moved to  Cuba,
'g Carr came with them as sece
may to’ Mrs, Palma. She ls a
Juag and very actractive woman,
nmackably well tnformed, and with
wderful - executive  talent. She
vd. Invaluable in alding  Mrs.
3 to adjust herself to the con-
dlons of lfe in which she found
herself a3 the wife of the Dresident
d fist lady In Cuba.  Mrs, Palma
sy, and ‘at that time was very
intlous not to commiy errovs, rely-
ngon Mlss Carr to a great extent to
eher from them.  She did her
Yirk well. The Prasident has comao
o vely upon her to such an extent
‘&“"ﬂ year, when after three yonrs
sarvice, she wished to go home on
 "uatlon, he said, “Go if vou must,
tbe sure to return befare the
Pz".wentlgl campaign; [ will need
,’\“l:l'"‘- Miss “Carr, moreover, s
i.l:tl Ving confidant of the ohildren.
" eglarly the younger ones.  She
l“:!l!t"lm thelr “education, sers tn
ity tlothing, accompanies them to
e 00ds: stores or milllner, and
lu't“ the accounts, pays the serves
ml- tnd handles the kevs, When
Ihmchlldreu ride, she accompanies
‘hn the state carringe resorved
¢ use of the familyv, and nof
e

P"‘;‘{ﬁﬁ{."cf“ %he mf“?‘]‘” char|-
0 {s a falthtul cnl-
m'retalner. whose (devation mchls
M“?cliarge Is sueh that when re-
H Prls?d:‘r.)u"qﬂfar?dl pl‘ﬂm‘ﬂllﬂll o
et arrlige o

mo::tsv retused ll:.“L corrlage. e
T 988 not always look far hame
mh“‘ DPalace, but the palace of
um\ug'dem of Cuba = that rara
iy Pa‘} Whatever may he Pros-
- mr{ms faults as ar oxecurive
helon he has them, the present
. elh’ Suficlent ovidenco—. he i3
" “\xs\mnd and father, and the
“l!ﬂly “!ﬁ 0 aftectinn, peace and
| mhlch furrounds his private
oy T:s only a anod man ecoull
it 3t by 08¢ Who know the Pros-
U thery that fireside say that tt
e the roal Palmo 1s round
Y alli ::r\‘ltl;tonlm. conshilapatn, n
iy of the w:rns.an fn tha  finest
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