THE PRESIDENT OF CUBA.
BEETCH OF THE LIFE AND BERVICES OF PRESI-
DENT PALMA, OF CUDA LIDEE.

An old friend of President Estrada Palma, of the
Republic of Cuba, has farnished to the HxzaLd the fol-

lowing sketch of hislfe and services:—
PEEAIXEXT PALYA

is a native of the city of Bayamo, Ils father, avery
wealtby plauter, whose cstates wero principally situated
on the banks ot the Kiver Canto, died while he was an.
infant. At twelve years of age s mother sens hlin,
afier he quit school at Bayamo, to the College of }
Havana, Here ho graduated with great distinction. In |
1564 ho retarned to Bayamo and_atlended to

of his mother’s pmpeny His love for herls nld ol
have been intense, a: be parcnt and som were almoat
loseparable. He llud((‘d hVI' md pleaded cases in tho
coarts for the poor of Bayal free of ccal, and was
Ereatly o4 Tor Bis charitablc d e\sdx. Tn 1668,

WHEY THE LETOLUTION BROKE OUT,
Palma, who had long been an lbollnvmil at beut, freed
all bisslaves  Maoy of them joined the ranks of the
‘patriots, accompaaying their former master. Shortly
after—namely, in 1865—tho war commenced Palma's
motber died of s brolen heart. Tho Cuban patriots
formed a provitioval government and desired that
Palma shou!d hold office, but ko steadily refused to ac.
cept such trust until a coustitation bad been adopted.
The constitation was adopted at Goimara In 1862 .
Palma was elected nbsequanﬂy
BR OF CONGRESS

from the Eutern, or Oriental, Department. 'l‘wenty
Congressmen wero appotnted, five for each of the
partments—Oriental, Camaguey, Las Villas anq Dcd-
~dente,  The mulitary ngrmmnt. of the Re-

public Is sabservient tbat  of the eciril
authorities, and tho ob}ect bas been 1o pre.
vent the formation of military eabalz  Duariog
*'recess’ these Congressmen, whose places of moeting
are generally in the mountala tulnrnu, rrequenny Te-
tara to their districts and _study Tequt
ments of thoir constituents. 'nxa dlsapuno of the
army, its provisioning, tho providing of war material,
&¢., como under their supervision, as also the forma.
tion of laws, Palmain

FERSONAL AFF]
1s small of staturo and delicato looklnk but of a lithe
and active frame. Owingto o lack of great physical
strength be has not been sent out with the patriots to
aitack the Spaniards, but bas given time and time
again proof of hig courage by saccoring, while under
the enemy’s fire, bis wounded countrymen.
MANKERS,

aro gentle and unassuming, and he is generally beloved
by his brethren who are now strugghng for liberty jrom
Spanish tyraony.




