ESTRADA PALMA
ON THE DISASTER

Thinks It Pecu.liar Accie
- dent to Maine.

APPALLING LOSS OF - LIFE

His Heart Throbs for American
Hormes Made Desolate by
Klliing of Sdrpe Loved
Ones..Cutters Depart.

Tamp, Feb, 17.—Tomas Estrada Palma
chief executlve of the Cuban junts, &re
rived this afternoon from Key West on
the Oliette. In reply to the Assoclated
Press - correspondent's inquiry, he re-
plied.

“It certainly s a most peculiar accident,
the like of which I have never heard in
the history of any navy, Certalnly the
most rigid Inquiry must follow and the
cntiro civilized world wiil mxlou.ly awalt
ha Gutcomse, My heart stlil throbs pain-
tully over the appalling loss of lfe. It
is dreadful to contemplate and wiil carry
a flood ot misery into many Wmericans
Liomes. T hope the reports have been exag-

gerated and that this very rare accldent
will be laid before the public in the fullest
possible detafl.’” -

The significant shrug of the shoulders,
which followed this staterient spoke vol-
umes In implylng e Asbellet in the ac-
‘cldent thoory.

Joseph M. Mann, of Pravidence, was one
of the arrivaly at the same time. He was
strolling on thé deck of the steamer City
of Wasbington which was anchored about
300 feet from the Maine, He saw the firat
flame from the ship shoot high In the alr,
followed .by. the awful boomr of the ex-
plcston. He mays: hits ship was rocked like
a cradle from the concuseion and that
ths debris rained lke hail against the
Washington. ‘Large pleces of cement from
Inside the Maine fell on deck and smashed
a chair which had just been vacated by.
An officer who had not gone 10 feet away.
The Wastilngton belng nearest; picked up
the largest number of survivors. 'One
mOR was asicep in.2 launch of the Maine
and was'picked Up uninjured, but no
traces of the launch has ever been found.
Lieutenant Holman, navigating and pec.
ot officer of the Maine was :l!ﬂn: at

piesion and before he could recover, he
found the ship-going down. He was press.
«d by tne rushing waters against the top
of the Toom and put up his hand to pro-
tect his head. He cut his finger on the
| blade of "ili¢ propeiler of a4 Yorpsao and|
at once realized where he was and swim-
ming and feeling his way along, he reach-

(he mnmi:y with which the blg sty sank
nfier. the explosion, Jenkins has never
teen heard from or found. All who cume
from Havanina 3nd who have any infor.’
mmatlon, scout the litea. of an mecident.

T Paima wan mat.py_an tmmense thiong
of Cubuns this evening, there bung at
least 5,000 of them.

A monster demonstrafion, and toosh
Tight procession had becn arrangs? in his
honor, hwt this awful disaster turned it
D13 oue of MOUIL iz, All thelr Migs are
at ha,f mesi a* narka of tespect

This afternocn the commandcr of the
revenuo cuttey McLean aud Ferwand re-

'l eelved orders of some kind and at once
proceeded down (he bay under fi'l speed.
laking their departure so hasllly that
they lcf: soine of thetr crew in Lhe city.




