Nicaraguse«-The Adventures of a Fllll-
. bustero.

&5~ The returned volunteers, who arrived
in Now York o day or two ago from Nicara-
gus, give deptorabl ts of the hardshif
they cxperienced. We annex the narrative
of one of them, Mr. Martin Schroeder. 1t will
be seen that he states that at least one-fourth
of Col. Lockridge's troops are less than seven-
teen years of age, and some Were not wore
than twelve. What material for an army!
Jt seems to us cruel and wicked, to tempt
such credulous and inexperienced youth into

all the horrors of war.
MARTIX SCHROEDER'S BTORY,

1left wy homo in St Louis Miegouri, on tho
121 of Novembar last, for Cslifornia, and went as
fat a3 Now Orleans, whero I remaived until the
231h of Decembor; while thors I got In compats
with a pumber ¢f men who wors golog to Nicara..|
gua, and Recotdiogly ontlsted undsr Major Ellis.
Martio, who has been in the various engagoments
which have taken plsse sinco the Grst of January,
apd tuffored asmuob for tho canse as anybody, thus
doscribes tho operations of the t Tita: Col.
Titus sont down o smoll buogo to Greytown, to
Loskridge, with word that be had surrounded Yort
Castillo, and bad given the enemy twenty.foord to
sarrender.

At this timo tho Rescoe returned with provisions,
aad Cowpsany B, Capt. larris, to which I was at-
tached, wero conveyed to within abont sevon miles
of Castillo, whero we found tho staamer Seott, with
all of Titas's wen op board, Wo were there told
that, daring tke 31 hours, the Costa Ricans had re
colved roinforcomonts, who mado ao attack o the
rear of Titus’s wen, when they beata retreat, tho
officors takiog the lead; wo bad @ pumber of men
taken pritoners, and xilled. It was sapposed by
many of us that Titas sold ont to tho epemy. Oa
the 13th of March, the Toxas arrived at Punta
Aronas, with aboat 145 woa, who juined the other
forces.  Sarapiqai was then vacated and deatroyed.
All of tho forces, together with tho artillery, were
abipped onbosrd tho two stoamers, when wo ones
mote proseeded up the tiver to attack Cantillo, but
found 1 g0 strongly fortified that the iden of an at-
tack was abandoned.

Col. Looktldge then mustered the men, and in-
formed thom that he intended to abandon the
river and attempt to join Walker by tbo other
toato. He then gave thom their choico to follow
him, or, if they proferred, thoy eould retarn home.
1o expressed n bope that all who could speak plain
English would continuo with him. At this time
thoro wete abont 400 men under his command, and
of thoso about 100 signified their intenticn to con.
tinuo with him, and tho rewmainder to return bomo.
Wo thep ptosesdod down theriver in the boats until
withio about two miles of Sarapiqui, where tho Scutt
was to land 8 sconting party, wWho were to ascor.
tain if tho onemy had taken possussion of s;u.‘
piqui during oor abrence. Whilo sho was lyiog
thoro for the Rescue, wbich was comiog wp, |
and whon we wero about 200 hundrod yarde of,
bor boiler exploded. 1 thiok thero were 18 per. ‘
sona iojured, that died witbin 24 hoats, and |
Jomo 20 mora woanded, s portion of whom ¢ao0ot |
recover. The wounded snd sick wore taken on
board the Rescuo and landed st Punta Arenar. At
this timo 1 was on tho aick list; two doys after the
Tenuescoo cawo in apd took awsy about 40 of ns
that were slok. Wo lsft there on tha 5th and ar- |
fived hero on the 16h, After we had got on board ‘
and wero abont 1o lesvo, the Rescus vame alodg-
side with about 200 of Lockeidge's mon, but the
officere of tho Tennessco refuted t2 take any of
them on board. Loekridgo is 8 man of energy and
great ondarance, but Ido oot think ha bas much
wilitary skill, s was kind to the mon when they
woro ablo-bodied, but as s00on 03 they becamo unfit
for duty bis troatment was very barsh, Tho great-
or part of tho ofticers troated tho mon worss than
thoy would boaste. I thiok thatat 1oast ono.fourth
of Lockridgo's atmy wore loss than 17 years of
age, and 80mo wore uot mwoto than 12 yeare old.




