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Wasmiscroy, Jozy 7, 1857
20 the Editors of the Nutional llblhyen«r .

GrsTLENEY: Seeing in your morning’s issue a letter
written by one Tircs, so-called Colonel, which would bs
likely to mislead many peraons who bLave not real my
zepart o Freslent WaLx£n of my opgrations whils com
mandiog the Nicaraguan forces on the San Juan river, [
send you a cupy of said report, in the Lope that an hon
orable spint of fair play will cause you to pablishat
least that portion of it mhich refers toTrres.  In justice
to mysell and the men 1 had the kosor to command I

an impartial bearing, more especially as this is
the last tiroe I shall refer to the matter i
the public prints. mu-. 8. A. LocKRIDGE.

Extract from the qurl aborersferred to
Koowing thst it wa3 unnecessary te follow the re
treating force of the enemy, I at once prepared to run up
and cut off ;uy co:u'nllnwuuon from the river; and for
this purpose, after securing our ammunition and stores,
I tock on boml Lol, Titus and 180 men, with two pieces
of attillery, and started for Castillo Kapids, expeeting
to take the place by suryrise and get all tke river steam
ers in my possession; bat when 1 armved at Machuea
Ragids, twelve miles below, I foand the Morgan had just
crossed and was going at ber greatest speed; and I fur-
ther learned that the fort was only occupied by tweaty
five men, under comwmsand of Capt Couty, an Englishman
T ran up witbin one mile of the fort and laaled the wen
who went on shore under command of Titus and Gen R
C Wheat. My health and the wound in my leg, reccived
a0 Granada when we relived Gen. Henningsen, prevented
me from beiog Able to command in person My orders
were to charge the place at once and «ave the steamers
if possidble, which coul | eanily have becn done if it bal
1ot been for the ireachery and cowardice of Col Titua,
They succeeded in cuttine loove theJ N Seotr. whick
was set o fire by the evemy, and ke Soated dowa out
of the rasge of the cnemy's suny. while the Machuca
way 50 far gone she burzi to the water's elge, although
| cur mea did everv thing in their power to save her The
| fort was now thorouglly invested, and onr men kad all
the buildisgs 1a (heir pousession, except the main fort
and the enemy bad eeaved firing. I thew, €3 we bad ne
proviions, ran dow to Serapiqui, think:ag to earry up
ol. Anderson snd all the force, except a small guard,
and st once attack Fort Sau Carlos before the ememy
new of the fall of Serapiqui. Gen. Wheat, thiaking all
wasaafe, desised 1o go down after sme arullery of larger
size then I kad previously taken up to use against Fort §
San Carlos, also came ¢n Loard. I then sent orders to
Col. Titus that I would return as quick as possitle, an
to accupy the fort at coce, and send out & large force up
the river 10 seize upon any steamer which might cuma |
down with provisions or otherwise from the lake, and I
al2o jnformed him where she would Inad, &e. llebanicz J
one hundred acd sisty men wi'h hiws on shore, 1 could
not Yelieve but that he coull have held his position
agaicst ten times bis number.

Lthen ran_Jown to Serapiqui, and, befure I was halr
the distance, the Sues in the boilers of my steamer were
feaking so Ladly I found I never would get back without
repaing them, a3 she would not ttem an ordinary eur
rent at the time I arrived at Serapiqui  After leavin 7
orders with Col. Anderson to have every thing ready, 1
Lastened to this place, and upon my arrival wesatonce
surrocnded by Eve guaboats from her Majesty's shups,
they having cannon 1n the bows of all, with <inall arms
and cutlasses, and in the most menacivg manner called
forthe officerin command. I came out of the state-roons,
unwell as I was, and inquired what they wantel They
informed me tbat they kad orders from their superior
officer in the harbor to stop the steamer, and preveutany
repairs being made upon Ler until [ would submit to an
investigation a3 to what some deserters had said of me
on the San Juan. [ requested their demand to be made
in writing, and said I was ready to submit any of my §
acts to the world. This they refused. X then wizhed ta
have the steamer repaired and at once demand the inves- |
tigation, informing them bow importan it wa for me 1o
teturn 1o my command ; but I was deaied this, and for §
four hours waited to see what would be done in the mas-
ter. Ia the mean time I could do nothing towards pre-
paring to retarn up the river. They then informed ma §
that 37 I would allow them 1o call my men together and
offer them protection, they would allow me toreturn with M
such as did not Jdesire to go home. Finding they were
determined on holding me until the demand was submit
ted to, I called the men together, about twenty in num.
ber, when Captain De Horsey, of the gunboat Victor. §
who was the ofiicer sent to perform this Jisgraceful a3 J}
‘well as anlawful duty, informed them that it wasthe wish §
of his senior ofiicer tkst every man under my eommanl
would leave, and in the event of their doing 20 they
tLould all be sent home free of cost.

e sail it was impossible for me to succeed, that
there was great danger of my being cut of from this
porty that you were 30 cut to pieces 3 that you could not
sustain yourself fur a month longer in Nicaragua: an
1Lt your position was misrepresented by me and athers
for etfect. Cpon this five men walled oat,and were taken
on board the Victor I was then informed that I might
proceed up the rirer, which I did ns s0on as the repairs
on the steamer could be male. In attemping to cross
the bars o the lower San Juan at night, which 18 hardly
enr done in lo'v water, T hadoze of the rodders carried

way, w! A5 detained me avother mxn bours, all of
e might have been avoided if I had not been stapped
by the English authorities, amnbe-l a3 above This
detentivn aleo ¢sused me to arriva at Castillo Rapids by
a few hours Iater than I expectel, and the consequence
was that Col Titns, not having obeyed my ordersin
taking the fort at cuce, gave them twenty-fours’ armis-
tice, aud actually sllowed them to send out a courier to
submit the matter to Gen Mora at San Carlos—the very
Ilung 1 would not have allowed under any eircuwcstances
if Ihad beea there. The Costa Rican force was only
twenty-one mea.

Col. Titushad all the buildings except the waic furt
in possession, and not 3 single ahot Bad been fred from
either side unul the reinforcements arrived from Furt
Sun Carlas, only sixty-five strong.  Without masiogany
stand, CoL Tutus ordered a retreat, and allowed the ene
my to murch into the fort, with a loss on our sile of
only two men Lilled aod four or five wounded. Thaloss
of the enenmy was very trifiing When [ arrived Titus
and all his men were on the J. N Seott in full retreat
without any steam on her, anl e pever in all my
life seen such complete disorganization a3 existed among
Titus's sen; all saying be had acted cowardly, while
«any openly eclared that be had sold the fight to Van
derbilt Lefore leaviag New Orleans  Asto ﬂns. Twil'
simply refer you to my letter of that Jate, in which
then expressed to you all I now hare t

disgraceful affeir ~ I then feared that il
| defeat of £l my futare prospects on the river, asit gave
| the enemy fresh courag? and time to receive larze rein
| forcements from Costa itica and fertify Castillo Rapils
! tefore I could again attack them  Because of the diff-

culties of keeping the command longer lo'!ﬂlel Tsent
Col. Titus to you simply to get rid of him, and st tha
same time preferred thargu ‘against Lim.
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