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strongest ground. At the same time that it makes it what
it is, an American question, it does not bind the United States
to any one solution. 1If the United States think it wisest not
to annex Cuba, but to sustain her as an independent centre
for other island colonies, in fulness of time, to concentrate
around, they can do so. The point put in controversy by the
proposed convention was, whether France and England had
the right to claim an equal influence with the United States,
in determining the fature of Cuba. Mr. Everett’s reply is,
no. The law of our growth, the necessities of our position,
the preponderance of our relations in this hemisphere, make
us the leading power of this western world. We will assign
Cuba her place. All that you have a right to demand is,
that whatever position Cuba occupies, you shall be as free
to arrange equitably with her your mutual interests, as you
now are with any power of this system. That you shall
have; but how Cuba is to modify the respective proportions
of the American powers—what she shall count for in our
political geography—is our business, not yours. She is our
Belgium—we will see that she is placed in the proper scale.
As for the claim that she is on the great highway of a future
gigantic commerce, if it be true, it must be considered by a
wider circle of consenting nations than your tripartite con-
vention embraces. And if you intend, in a congress of the
world, to argue such a claim, then we must re-adjust the vast
balance of commercial power by more equitable rules, and
India, and the Cape, and Gibraltar,and Algiers, and Austra-
lia, and the rich islands of your scattered archipelagoes, must
be all re-valued and re-apportioned. You cannot hold what
you have, and yet claim a portion of the rest.

There were other and minor objections to the proposed
convention, upon which Mr. Everett dwelt with due em-
phasis—the invalidity of so permanent an obligation—the
general impolicy of foreign alliances, and the inequality of
the special provisions under discussion. But the true issue
was that stated above. In fact, this convention was another
attempt, parallel to that of Mr. Canning, on the part of Eu-
rope, to use the position of the United States to effect their
own policy on the American continents. It was not only
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again defeated, but the principles declared by the govern-
ment, repel the possibility of any such proposition for the
fature. It is almost impossible to detach any part of the
despatch comprising so extensive, continuous and important
an argument, but the history of the territorial growth of the
United States and its principle is, in itself, so pointed a
summary of the whole argument, that we transcribe it in
fall.

“ That a convention, such as is proposed, would be a transitory ar-
rangement, sure to be swept away by the irresistible tide of affairs in a
new country, is, to the apprehension of the President, too obvious to re-
quire a laboured argument. The project rests on principles applicable,
if at all, to Europe, where international relations are, in their basis, of
great antiquity, slowly modified, for the most part,in the progress of
time and events; and not applicable to America, which, but lately a
waste, is filling up with intense rapidity, and adjusting on natural prin-
ciples, those territorial relations which, on the first discovery of the con-
tinent, were, in a good degree, fortuitous.

“ The comparative history of Europe and America, even for a single
century, shows this. In 1752, France, England and Spain were not
materially different in their political position in Europe from what they
noware. They were ancient, mature, consolidated states, established in
their relations with each other, and the rest of the world—the leading
powers of western and southern Europe. Totally different was the state
of things in America. The United States had no existence as a people ;
a line of English colonies, not numbering much over a million of in-
habitants, stretched along the coast. France extended from the Bay of
St. Lawrence to the Gulf of Mexico, and from the Alleghanies to the
Mississippi ; beyond which, westward, the continent wasa wilderness, oc-
cupied by wandering savages, and subject to a conflicting and nominal
claim on the part of France and Spain. Everything in Europe was com-
paratively fixed ; everything in America, provisional, incipient, and tem-
porary, except the law of progress, which is as organic and vital in the
youth of states as of individual men. A struggle between the provin-
cial authorities of France and England for the possession of a petty
stockade at the conflaence of the Monongahela and Alleghany, kindled
the seven years’ war; at the close of which, the great European powers,
not materially affected in their relations at home, had undergone aston-
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ishing changes on this continent. France had disappeared from the
map of America, whose inmost recesses had been penetrated by her
zealous missionaries and her resolute and gallant adventurers ; England
had added the Canadas to her trans-Atlantic dominions ; Spain had be-
come the mistress of Louisiana, so that, in the language of the arch-
bishop of Mexico, in 1770, she claimed Siberia as the northern boun-
dary of New Spain.

“Twelve years only from the treaty of Paris elapsed, and another
great change took place, fruitful of still greater changes to come. The
American revolution broke out. It involved France, England and Spain
in a tremendous struggle; and at its close, the United States of Ame-
rica had taken their place in the family of nations. In Europe, the an-
cient states were restored substantially to their former equilibrium ; but
a new element, of incalculable importance in reference to territorial ar-
rangements, is henceforth to be recognised in America.

“ Just twenty years from the close of the war of the American revo-
lution, France, by a treaty with Spain—of which the provisions have
never been disclosed—possessed herself of Louisiana, but did so only
to cede it to the United States ; and in the same year, Lewis and Clark
started on their expedition to plant the flag of the United States on the
shores of the Pacific. In 1819, Florida was sold by Spain to the United
States, whose territorial possessions in this way had been increased
threefold in half a century. This last acquisiti.n was so much a matter
of course, that it had been distinctly foreseen by the Count Aranda,
then prime minister of Spain, as long ago as 1783.

“But even these momentous events were but the forerunners of new
territorial revolutions still more stupendous. A dynastic struggle be-
tween the Emperor Napoleon and Spain, commencing in 1808, con-
vulsed the Peniusula. The vast possessions of the Spanish crown on
this continent—vice-royalties and captain-generalships, filliog the space
between California and Cape Horn—one after another, asserted their in-
dependence. No friendly power in Europe, at that time, was able, or if
able, was willing, to succor Spain, or aid ber to prop the crumbling but-
tresses of her colonial empire. So far from it, when France, in 1823,
threw an army of one hundred thousand men into Spain, to control her
domestic politics, England thought it necessary to counteract the move-
ment by recognising the independence of the Spanish provinces in Ame-
rica. In the remarkable language of the distinguished minister of the
day, in order to redress the balance of power in Europe, he called into
existence a new world in the west—somewhat overrating, perhaps, the
extent of the derangement in the old world, and not doing full justice to
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the position of the United States in America, or their influence on the
fortunes of their sister republics on this continent.

“Thus, in sixty years from the close of the seven years’ war, Spain, like
France, had lost the last remains of her once imperial possessions on
this continent. The United States, meantime, were, by the arts of peace
and the healthful progress of things, rapidly enlarging their dimensions
and consolidating their power.

“The great march of events still went on. Some of the new repub-
lics, from the effect of a mixture of races, or the want of training in
liberal institutions, showed themselves incapable of self-government.
The province of Texas revolted from Mexico by the same right by which
Mexico revolted from Spain. At the memorable battle of San Jacinto,
in 1836, she passed the great ordeal of nascent states, and her indepen-
dence was recognized by this government, by France, by England, and
other European powers. Mainly peopled from the United States, she
sought naturally to be incorporated into the Union. The offer was re-
peatedly rejected by Presidents Jackson and Van Buren, to avoid a col-
lision with Mexico. At last, the annexation took place. Asa domestic
question, it is no fit subject for comment in & communication to a for-
eign minister ; as a question of public law, there never was an extension
of territory more naturally or justifiably made.

“Jt produced a disturbed relation with the government of Mexico;
war ensued, and in its results other extensive territories were, for a large
pecuninary compensation, on the part of the United States, added to the
Union. Without adverting to the divisions of opinion which arose in
reference to this war, as must always happen in free countries in refer-
ence to great measures, no person, surveyiug these events with the eye
of a comprehensive statesmanship, can fail to trace in the main result,
the undoubted operation of the law of our political existence. The
consequences are before the world. Vast provinces, which had lan-
guished for three centuries, under the leaden sway of a stationary sys-
tem, are coming under the influences of an active civilization. Freedom
of speech and the press, the trial by jury, religious equality, and repre-
sentative government, have been carried, by the Constitution of the
United States, into extensive regions, in which they were unknown be-
fore. By the settlement of California, the great circuit of intelligence
round the globe is completed. The discovery of the gold of that re-
gion—leading, as it did, to the same discovery in Australia—has touched
the nerves of industry throughout the world. Every addition to the
territory of the American Uhnion has given homes to European destitu-
tion and gardens to European want. From every part of the United
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Kingdom, from France, from Switzerland and Germany, and from the
extremest north of Europe, a march of immigration has been taken up,
such as the world has never seen before. Into the United States—
grown to their present extent in the manner described—but little less
than half a million of the population of the old world, is annually pour-
ing, to be immediately incorporated into an industrious and prosperous
community, in the bosom of which they find political and religious
liberty, social position, employment, and bread. It is a fact which
would defy belief, were it not the result of official inquiry, that the im-
migrants to the United States, from Ireland alone, besides having sub-
gisted themselves, have sent back to their kindred, for the three last
yoars, nearly five millions of dollars aunually; thus doubling, in three
years, the purchase-money of Louisiana.

“Such is the territorial development of the United States in the past
century.”

In this whole correspondence, there are two things spe-
cially worthy of observation and commendation. The first,
is the absence of all sectional spirit in a question which, in
some aspects, presented great sectional difficulties. With
the experience of the last few years still fresh in memory,
no critical question of national policy can be approached
without fear and trembling. Not only in the eyes of bad
men, eager for power, and unscrupulous of means, does
every such question present opportunity for mischief, but
even to sober-minded patriots, every grave question presents
possibilities of sectional evil, which it would be criminal to
disregard, and yet difficult to control for the general good.
And of all questions, this seemed to teem with elements of
domestic trouble. Most admirably, indeed, has Mr. Everett
raised it above the troubles of even honest party differences.
By being true to the past, he has elevated and guarded the
present. He has treated the policy of Cuban annexation,
as part of that great system of foreign relations, the founda-
tions of which were laid in the early days of the republic—
which has developed the wisdom of its principles, and the
fitness of its deeds, in near a century of honourable and
successful history ; and he has thus gone far to prove what
many an honest heart has felt sad in doubting, that a ques-
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tion, characteristically southern, may yet be essentially na-
tional. The other point worthy of attention in this corres-
ponder.ce, is the entire absence of that reckless spirit of pro-
pagandism, that fierce, unnatural, and it may, with the
highest truth, be added, that unnational hate of England,
which is professed by some politicians in this country, and
which this very Cuban question has provoked into extrava-
gant expression. Mr. Everett recognises in England an
avowed rival, and does not shun the consequences of such
rivalry. He admits, as every one must do, that, as a great
maritime power, England must feel a deep interest in the
fate of Cuba, but he claims that superior interest for his
own country, which situation, power and a sentiment of po-
litical freedom, natural and necessary to the whole system,
gives her. He admits the character of England’s claim, but
pleads successfully our own claim, similar in kind, but ipfi-
nitely stronger in degree. His language is not of insolent
strength, but conscious right. He recognises the system of
the old world as the basis of his demonstration of the sys-
tem of the new, and boldly and unanswerably claims that,
as the political circumstances of the past made the one, so
the political circumstances of the present must make the
other. He rejects the mischievous philosophy that we are
bound by no precedent to the past, that the old and hal-
lowed principles of international life, under whose benefi-
cent action this many-peopled world has striven on from sys-
tem to system, can no longer guide us to the fuller and more
perfect day. But he has proven, that though under more
favouring circumstances, the same great principles of right
are at work now as ever, and that as we are true to the past
which God has permitted us to achieve, so will we more
surely fulfil that future, which spreads before us the glory of
a national life, such as history has not yet recorded.

In summing up, then, the merits of this most able state pa-
per, and in view of the past history of our foreign policy, it
may be claimed, without exaggeration—

1. That it is the most perfect and legitimate consequence
of the Monroe doctrine, properly understood, that has been
practically announced by the government.
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2. That not defining a positive course of action, it relieved
the question of all embarrassment, placing its new situation
in harmony with our past history, but leaving it, as a matter
of home policy, open to any solation the country might de-
sire.

8. That it placed the country in its true position, generally,
in regard to foreign powers, and may, therefore, be consid-
ered the first distinct assertion of our position as the leading
power of the western world.

It is not necessary to examine, critically, the reply of Lord
John Russell to this despatch, for that reply assumed that
the policy of the United States was distinctly declared, and
contented itself with making a rather epigrammatic, but
superficial retort, and announcing that the British govern-
ment held itself free for the future to do as it pleased—to
which nobody has the slightest objection, as every power
has the final right to do what it will and what—it can. Lord
John does, however, make one remark, to which we cannot
refuse to append a parallel as instructive as it is pointed.

“Nor let it be said,” writes his lordship, “that such a convention
would have prevented the inhabitants of Cuba from asserting their in-
dependence. With regard io internal troubles the proposed convention
was altogether silent. But a pretended declaration of independence,
with a view of immediately seeking refuge from revolts, on the part of
the blacks, under the shelter of the United States, would justly be
looked upon as the same as formal annexation.”

In 1827, at the very time that the English government
was manifesting its anxiety to preserve the statu quo of
Cuba, the Conde de la Alcudia, then Spanish Minister in
London, writes to the Spanish Secretary of State, giving an
account of what we suppose it would be fair, in the lan-
guage of the despatch of M.M. Crampton and Sartiges, to call
“ attacks made on the Island of Cuba, by lawless bands of
adventurers, with the avowed design of taking possession
of that island,” and which seem, though in a reverse sense,
“to have engaged the attention of her majesty’s govern-
ment.” Quoting the Duke of Wellington as his authority,
the Spanish Minister says—
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“I deem it my duty to give you notice, for the information of the
king our lord, that this government despatched a frigate, some time
ago, to the Canary Islands, with commissioners on board, &c. * *
* The frigate then proceeded to Havana, where the commissioners
found many persons disposed to revolt, but in consequence of the large
military force stationed there, and the strength of the fortifications,
they considered it impossible to take possession of the island without
the co-operation of the authorities and the army. Ir comsequence of
the information thus obtained, measures have been taken in both these
islands, to prepare the public opinion, by means of emissaries, in fa-
vour of England, to the end, that the inhabitants may be drought to
declare themselves independent, and to solicit the protection of the Bri-
tish. The latter are prepared to assist them, and will, in this way, avoid
any collision with the United States. The whole operation has been
undertaken, and is to be conducted in concert with the revolutionists
resident here (at London) and in the islands, who have designated a
Spanish general, now at this place, to take the command of the Ha-
vana when the occasion shall require it.”— Official papers transmitted
to the Senate, de.

Verily, Lopez appears to have been better read in British
history than the world believed.

It is not our intention to notice the very admirable
reply of Mr. Everett to Lord John Russell, after he had
left the department of state, for we are concerned with
his language only as it is the language of the govern-
ment. But we may remark, in passing, that this second
letter was published with the knowledge and approval
of Mr. Marcy, and this confidence, honourable alike to
both distinguished men, is the best reply to the small criti-
cism with which its publication was in some quarters re-
ceived. What the policy of the United States ought now
to be, in what way it would be most wisely and efficiently
executed—whether it is best to maintain Cuba as she is, to
annex her as part of the territory of the republic, or to sup-
port her during the perilous youth of her independence—it is
for those in authority to decide. The interests and honour
of the country are in the hands of those who will not, we
may believe, let either willingly suffer. With them we leave
it. Our present object has been simply to sketch the out-
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line of one interesting chapter in our diplomatic history—to
show that our policy towards Spain and her colonies has
been independent, consistent, and founded on the very prin-
ciples to which we owe our own existence. We have de-
sired, further, to point out how completely Mr. Everett ful-
filled the requirements of the national position, and took the
necessary step forwards in strict connection with the progress
of the past. In doing so, we have endeavoured to do justice
to the signal ability with which a great living statesman has
performed a difficult but honourable duty. Honour to the
dead is but the cold expression of a feeble gratitude. It is
better, and honester, and wiser, that a nation should speak
from the fulness of a warm and instant joy. Whenever our
public men rise beyond the mere adroitness of party tac-
tics—whenever, as rulers of the nation, they speak the right
word, or do the brave deed~—then should be heard the loud
and popular amen—then let the people consecrate a living
fame for a future immortality. For with an honest, unre-
served and sympathising spirit to applaud a high and ear-
nest thought, an unselfish and heroic action, is to make it
ours. W. H T

Art. VII.—Common Scaoors IN SouTn-CaroLINA.

1. Essentials of a Republic; an Address delivered before
the Class of 1848, at their Quinquennijal Meeting, in
Columbia. By W. R. Taser.

2. Letter to his Excellency Governor Manning, on Public
Instruction in Soutk-Carolina. By J. H. TRorNwELL.
Columbia: R. W. Gibbes & Co. 1853.

Tre schools of our state again claim our attention, and
we avail ourselves of the essays named in our rubric to de-
vote a few more words to this important subject.

Mr. Taber's speech forms an epoch in the history of our
city and state. It was delivered, as we all know, in the
College chapel, in Columbia, by appointment of the class of
which the orator was a member. It was, therefore, so far
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as the public was concerned, a private affair; merely an
essay, read before a class meeting for the gratification of
the class, and strangers were courteously invited to attend
and be pleased. The speech itself falls under that class of
oratory known as the demonstrative. It was gotup to order,
with the laudable motive of gratifying old friends; certainly
with no design of upsetting the constitution of the state, nor
of deranging the order of society. The orator receives the
usual meed of applause, and is satisfied with having plea-
santly and gracefully acquitted himself before his old friends.
All seems fair, and the oration (be it said, without any dis-
paragement) bids fair to travel the way of all orations,
when, lo1 a journal from the mountains denounces it as ad-
vocating aristocratic tyranny ; the orator is burnt in effigy
in Columbia, his house in Charleston visited by an insulting
mob, and his family outraged by persons calling themselves
Carolinians, and a public meeting is held, at which (without
a single passage from his speech being read or quoted, to
give ashade of colour to their outrageous and atrocious pro-
cecdings) the speech and its author are solemnly held up to
the public as objects of scorn and denunciation, and the pro-
ceedings duely recorded in the city journals of the following
day.

The citizen of Charleston feels his brow suffused with the
blush of shame whilst he thus records the conduct of his
townsmen. He has not hesitated to call their proceedings
outrageous and atrocious. It is a deadly blow aimed, not at
the liberty of speech alone, but even of opinion. Mr. Ta-
ber’s speech was one in which the public had no concern.
It was prepared for the entertainment of his classmates. It
was not even printed. If his sentiments had been those of
a noble of the age of Froissart, had they even exceeded in
aristocratic malignity all that the fertile imagination of his
Greenville commentator could conceive, still the speech was
but the private, nay, in some sort, the confidential expression
of hisviews. He appeared in no public capacity. He car-
ried no pretensions beyond those of a very clever young
man. The country was in a state of profound repose. No
interest was under discussion which could elicit the slightest



