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NICARAGUAN AFFAIRS.

et o
ieneral Cazneau and Mr. John McKeon—
Interesting Correspondence.
Tu the Editor of the New-York Daily Tinwes:
Mr. District-Attorney McKrox having led thd

way in publishing our correspondence, I avail myscl{

of this official precedent to offer the press my reply td
his letter, and to correct a few of his remarkable—])
will not say willful—misapprehensions,

There need be no mistake—for there certainly is nd
mystery—in my position or proceedings with rofer
ence to Nicaragus, and any assumption that there if
arises less from ignorance thun from w desire to find
an excuge for persecution.

Nicaragua is rich in a vast extent of public domain
of incomparable beauty and fertility, which is open td
the whole world by aliberal plan of colonization, Shg
proposes to bestow on actual sottlers free home
steads with trusportation to them at her own exd
pense. Feeling a deep juterest in the progress and de
velopment of this American State, I proffered my
humble services in aid of this munificent system o
of colonization, which, ag may be seen by its provi
sious, combines many peculiar and inviting features.

IMrst—That not less than fifty families arve to be sut
tled in one compact neighborhood.

Second—The sites of these settlements arc selectec
in the most favorable locations for health, productive
ness, internal trade and external communication.

Third—That homesteads of eighty (80) acres, ard
given in fee to actual settlers in these chosen locations

and a free passage thereto supplicd at the expenso of

the 8tate of Nicaragua.
This line of settlements, stretching in continuous
communication along the transit route, and guarding

~ the navigable waters of the State, would be the best
- guarantee for its domestic peace and prosperity, as

well ag the surest means of advancing Ameriean in-
terests ou the Isthmus. Each settlement will be strong
enough to protect itselfin ordinary contingencies, and
all are to Lo placed at carefully-selocted and naturally-
communicating points; those, therefore, who are best
acquainted with the true stute of affuirs in Nicaragua
have no fears for their safety and general success,

the hazard of his charter, on the bare * suspicion of

wrong intentions.," If he had persisted in taking

these passengers, the steamer might have been

stopped, ns the Northern ILight was on the samo day

last year, under the supposition that her detention

r_;)iggt insure the destruction of WarkrrR and his
and,

Costa Rica, Guatemala and San Salvador—all of
them red with the innocent blood of our murdrred
citizens—may bo lawfully supplied with men and arms
to complete their wholesnle plan of massacre, but we
are forbidden to go to the reacue of our countrymen.

‘Well might Hengy CLAY declare that our nettrali-
ty laws were frnmed for the especial service of the focs
of freedom, and well may tho galleat QuiTvMax battle
for their repeal, Yery respectfully yours,

WM. L. CAZNEAU,
GEN. CAZNFAU TO MR. MCKEON.
NeEw-Yorx, Friday, Dec, 26, 1856,

Siz: T regret to observe that your note of the
24th inst. in no form answers the inquiries I wag con-
strained to address you in my note of the sume dute,
respecting the execution of the Neutrality luws,

I asked no such superfluous question as whether
Don FErMIN FRRRER has beon officially recegnizod at,
Washington, since it is well understood that England
has not yet consented that our Government should

adopt an American line of policy in Central American -
affairs, and no one expects Mr. MAncy Lo act without

it. It is about ag generally understood that Refior
£ruerr has not yet asked for recognition, and I was
also perfectly aware that it did not full within the
range of your duties to decido that gentleman's posi-
tion, Neither did I solicit an opinion as to the value
or validity of tho colonization contract, which I re-
spcctfullg submitted to your consideration.

I only desired to know, in my capacity of American
citizen, and for the bencfit of hundreds of other
Ameriean citizens, to whom it is of vital importance
to know tho fact, ** whother persons golng out under
that contract would be linble, by the lutest construc-
tion of the neutrality laws, to arrest and imprison.
ment here upon ¢ suspicion of an intention' to violate
the veutrality laws in another country and jurigdic-
tion."”

Don Frrmin FFRRER'S name was gimply offered as
an evidence of the existence and character of the
contract, not supposing the circumstance of his not
having sought or received officiul recognition at
Washington, had annihilated hig being as a man, or

his idaum{ a8 the selectad ropresentative of Nicava-
e

gus. Teal

d upon him 88 an nceessible and credible

witness of the true nature of the contruct, and with

no expectation of exposing his name to the skillful
discourtesy to which it has been subjected.

1 distinctly stated that Xhad **no power, instruc-
tion, or intention to raise men for military service, or
to send out any other class of cmigrants than those
persons disposed to accept farms upon the sole con-
dition of cultivating them, as good and orderly eciti-
2¢n8," DBut as mere thoughts have beon made crimes,
gubject to arrest and imprisonment in former enforce-
ments of our elastic neutrality laws, I was anxious to
learn whether this construction was still in force,
This is not a needless or uniportant question since
our citizens have been arrestad, steamers detained at
heavy loss, and vast commercial interests deranged at
foreign suggestion, and ou such frivolous pretexts of
suspected  intentions, that our anthorities never
found it expedient o Dbring the arrested
to trinl. 'With these antecedents before us, it is nec-
essary to guard such of our citivens 83 may be dis-
posed to emigrate from a repitition of these inquis.
itorial persecution®, For their personnl safety it is
ossential to ascertain whether some evidence should
not be adduced of an attempt at military organiza.
tion, beforc they can be deprived of their liberty and

defeated in their prospects by arrest on the ¢t gug. |

picion of an intention' to violaute the Neutralicy
Laws., Thisis what I desired to know and to this T
could obtain no answer from the United States
Authorities,

I never entered upon auch an extravagant flight of
fancy ns to dream thav this Administration would
protcet American citizens outrside the limits of the
United States, as other strong nations protect their
subjects on foreign soil.  Many times have their lives
been sucrificed, their property plundered, and the free

assage of American trade and travel assailed on the
Isthmus; but noe one has heard of any rodress of these
flagrant injuries to what you term supposed, but
which the sufferers felt to be rcal American interests
in Nicaragua. .

I only presumed to hope that, on due appiication,
the proper authorities would condescend to enlighton
us a3 to what Jdegree of freedom on our own soil re-
mains to us under the present Government construc-
tion of the neutrality laws.  We did not require to be
informed of their existeace, nor of our obligation
to respect them ; but considering their immense sus-
ceptibility of constructive expansion and contradic-
tion, we were unxious to learn what class of acts
would bo treated as a violation of those laws, or
whether the mere ** sugpicion of an intension,” with-
out any act at all, will be suficient cause for the ar-
rest and detention of persons departing from the
United States in the legitimate pursuit of their inter.
ests in Nicaragus, and to this T aguin suy we can ob-
tain no answer,

Very respect{ully. your ob't, servant,
WILLTAM L. CAZNTAU,
ITon. Joux McKrox, U, 8. Dist, Atty., New-York,

Beveral hundred perdons had engaged to go out in the

Tennessee, und tuke homesteads in these colonies, and
my object in addressing the District-Attorney was to
learn in what way this class of emigrants could be pro-
tected from serious injury to their prospects, by bheing
arrested as fillibusters. I desired, on their account,
to know whether some evidence of an attempt at ille-
gal action would be required, or whether they could
be arrested and prevented of their passage on any
shudowy ¢ suspicion of an intention" to enter War.-
KER'S army, if, on their arrival in Nicaragua, they
should happen to find the Americans there in deadly
peril, and be disposed to strike one brave blow for
their rescue.

Mr. McKron declined answering these points and
favored me instead with u chapter on diplomatic con.-
siderations which has as little to do with the subject
of American rights—probably much less in fict—
than the treaty now before the Benate, for that may
be aptly styled a treaty to extinguish the Monroe doc-
trine for the benejit of England.

It is universaliy believed that certain high officials,
in their unrelenting hostility to American prozress on
the Isthmus, expected and desired to see oar friends
there * crushed out,” that is, butchered to the last
man by theiriforeign enemies; and it is not to be
doubted that the most stringent orders were sent
from Washington not to allow succor to veach them
from this quarter. 1t was thought by many that
WaALKXR must full,~—and with him all the Amercans
on tho Isthmus would be exterminated, without dis-
tinetion of uge orsex,—if he failed to receive aid in
men, munitions and provisions, by the end of De-
cember.,

By using & strict vigilance and u convenient lati-
tude in renderingr the neutrality laws, it was easy to
make this relief impossible, and measures weroe talzen
accordingly., The friends of Nicaragua did not think
(ten. WaLxer's position so ecritleal, and bounded
their efforts to sending out clothing and provisions for
the sick, wounded and helpless, including women and
childron, and not excluding the wounded and sutior-
ing of the enemy. i

But, up to this moment, the question remaing un-
answerod whether lawful emigrants would not be
subject to arrest and detention atthe pleasure of any
one who might choose to suspect themof 1illibus.
tering **intentions." )

Mr. McKron talked in generul terms of not permit.
ting a violation of the ncutrality laws, but could not
be brought to define what act or movement consti-
tutes this violation. He assumed that every emigrant
to Nicaragua must necessarily and inevitably go with
fillibustering intentions, He professed to know bet.
ter than themselves, that of the thousands of indus-
trious men whom our severe Wintery leave homelosy
and unemployed, none can be found who will accept a
fine farm in o mild and froitful climate, with a tree
passage to it, from the generous Government of Nica-
ragua. ,

Starting on his own assumption, that the poovest
man here would scorn the gift of an independent
homestead, he infers that the colonists who had en-
gaged pussage by the Tennsssee, must all be open to
the ‘¢ suspicion of an intention™ to violate the Neu-
tratity laws, and therefore all be linble to arrest and
imprisonment. )

Acting on this principle, Mr, McKrox, in the pri-
vate interview at his office, oporated upon the fears of
Mr, Morgay for the safety of hig through linc to Cali-
fornia, and extracted from bhim,in my presence, @
promisc that nono of the porsons under colonist cn-
gogements should have a passage in the Tenncssce,
and all of thern were cast adrift, to thoir groat dis-
appointment, and in manay cases serious loss, Some
hundred citlzens were thus invaded in their rights,
and Mr, Morean was compelled %o recedo frowa his
exgnperents with the Government of Nisarpgug, b




