The Cuban Fiag,

~ Although perhaps but few Americang :
ever saw the emblem until recentiy, the :
.Cuban flag, which now meets the eye :
at every turnm, is really more than half =
‘a century old. Like many another -
ithlng connected with the Cuban-strug- ‘
' gle against Spain, the first Cuban flag -
’took shape in New York City, and is
\stlll there in the possession of Narcisso

A. Villaverde, of 20 West One Hun-
dred and Thirteenth street, whose fa-
ther was one of the three who devised
the banner. Concerning the cireum-
stances that led to the flag's &' .g its
present shaps, Mr. Viliaverde raid:

"It was in 1349, when Gen. ; arcisso
Lopez was arranging for his firsi cxpe- =
aftion to Cuba. Gen. Lopez, my fa-
ther, Cirflo Villaverde, and Migucol To-
lan, were together at the latters house,
’at 39 Howard street.
~ “Gen. Lopez was speaking of his ex-
peditdon—It was a fiilibustering xpe-
dition—and sald that all he still nceded
was a flag, : o '

“At that my father suggested that
he should adopt red, white and Dlue,
as they were the colors of every free
country. ) :

“They were all Masong, and so they -
3agered that they would place a sing'e
star in a triangle, which in Masonry "
signifies  strength. Accordihg to the
practice of heraldry the ficld should :
have heen blue, hut Gen. Lopez said
that it must be red fnstead to signiry
the seas of blood that they must wade
through lefore that star could hold its -
place. ) .

“Then they agreed that they would ’
have three swripes, one for each cf the-
three departiments into  which Cuba
was then divided. My father was for
having the outer stripes -white, but
Gen. Lopéz  said, ‘No; let the outer
stripes be blue. Then it can be seen
farther,"

- “With “that Tolan, who Was some-

thing of a draughtsman, dashed off a
design of the flag in lead pencil, and
liis wife, Amelia Tolan, made the flug
immediately, -

“Itis-this flag that T still have. It
rassed into my father's possession from
Gen. Lopez, and thence on to e,

“The flag is about two feet ... s and
about a foot wide. The striv . seem
to be made from bits of rikibor.. .ud the
blue Is darker than in mapy Cuban

flags as now made. Another -« iap-
ity is that one of the point the
star Is placed in line with - iter
of the middle stripe. The fl.._ i1

well preserved, except that it ix a wifle
frayed at the edges, and 1 Chave it
framed and covered with glass to pre-
serve it from any further damage. 1
also have the original lead pencll sketeh
from which the flag was made.

“This flag, however, wag net the one
that Gen. Lopez took with him to Cuba
on his first expedftion. The flag that .
went with him, and was the firet Cu-
ban flag, too, was largé and was made
from the original model by some young
lzdies in New Orleans, whose names I
do not recall. .

“This second flag, which was carried
by the first expedition that Gen. Lopez
headed, is now in the possessjon of
Juan M. Macias, who lived until re-
cently at One Hundred and Fifteenth
street, near Lexington avenue, Maclas
was Gen. Lopez’ udjutant.

“It was on May 19, 1850, that this first.
expedition af about 500 men 1d(>d‘alt
Cardenas and captured the citadel, The
flag waved over the citade] from moran- .
fng until night on that day, until the
Spanish were reinforced and drove
Gen. Lopez off.

“I am positive of all these facts, he--
cause 1 have heard my fither taik of
them often. He knew, for he was with
Lopez and was captured and only es-
caped from the Spanish prison one day
before he was to haye been executed.

“Gen. Lopez, .1 Aimnk. when he
thought of the sginglé star for the Cu-
ban flag, had the idea that Cuba \\'oulg _
eventually be admisted into the union.”




