/ L1

Ty T PRIGRITY T - (\nuru)ﬂ(lamﬁmuun)

e Wl\: '. o Vm ' )‘N’»’rillni IN THIS SPAC v‘w E
»I . FOREIGN srR\/ DESPATCH
FROM =« . mw, Hal | tb}a

75 / o, / /t//
S A mmx”ﬁ*ﬂ‘u“‘“\t'lmzﬂgz"an,« o June 19, _195'(

brv ‘ ‘ v ! : \ | | " DATE
"tien Taxen _ wgﬂ s Ry Seap

ACTIG,N'/ SEPT, T :
_F%? (%,/@éw ey — {;‘a;a, idee S-c1- 2 YCA-10 Lo~
Use Only F
s g’ oY 87 4otten /‘W/am 30 (2 Ll

‘ SUF’J?CT Joint Weels NG I '25 “‘hm . Adr I‘Gwmtl from SANA
. ] DC /@ 2 OS5 D~ 2 —

REF

'oppoainsthercbcllledbyndcl STRO, had hi-hendantersrm
‘Bl Uvero, on the south side of the s:I.ent mstra mountains, to Estrada Palma,
north of the mountains. BARRERA is reported to be attempting to force CASTRO
out of the mountsins by cutting off his sources of supplies. He is said to have
ordered the physical removal of certain country grocery stores so that CASTRO
will not bhave available sources of foodstuff. The Army has purchased 5
American bloodhounds and is said to be using them to seek out the rebels. Most
of the evacuated residents of the Sierra Maestra area -- now reported to have

- been some 7,000 ~-- have peportedly returned to their homes. There were rgports
of -werucuuordismeinthemrgmcymcueecmteu -- malaria and
gastro-enteritis.
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(CONFIDENTIAL) COMMENT. Cuban Army officials have told the Eubassy’s Amy > |
Attache that they expect to successfully complete the operstions against CASTRO )
within the next two or three weeks. The Cuban Navy has also set up a restricted ! |
area on the south coast, west of Santiago de Cubam, to stop the possible flow of
supplies to CASTRO. It is doubtful that the military will be successful in
either forcing GAS‘!RD out of the hills, or in loetting and destroying hi.s forces. Ul

51

(UNCLASSEFIED) TERRORISTIC MIVI'I'!. A few bombs exploded in Habana mu-ing
the past week and on June 14, a group of 1l youths were arrested and charged
with planning and executing acts of terrorism in Habana and nearby Pinar
del Rio On June 12 four bombs exploded in Artemisa, Pinar del Rio -- the fourth
bomb exploded in the jeep from whick they reportedly were being thrown v
seriously wounding one of its occupants but the other three escaped. There
have been reports of intense terroristic activity in the Santisgo de Cubs ares,

weekend soldiers snd police patroled- da Cuba cnrry:mg rifles and ligrh

- with mysterious shootings and killings, end it was reported that during the past ar
(com'mm) ok
(COMENT) Embassy officers, who recmtl: v:l.a:lted Orunte nﬁreporbs of
open terrorism by the Gonmmm\b W\ﬁ@uprud opposd to the
Government and were rmpestedly samnil by oppositbnists that a:stréng anti-
l BATISTA move would take place before the end of 'bh:l.- month. &7 l
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(mcuaanm) AND ELECTIONS On June 11, 1957 Remon GRAU |

Sen Martin, leader of the registered faction of the Cuban REvoluticnary Party-- 1
' Autenticp@ - and former President of Cuba, announced that his Party would
partl te/in the 1958 general elections, notiithstanding its withdrawal from
sional Comaittee planning the elections (WEEKA 24 of June 12). In
:I.cin.nc his decision GRAU stated that he has added the names of the 5 BOC
que Oposicionista Coincidente) leaders -- Jose PARDO Llada of the National
‘Revolutionary Party, Emilio "Millo™ OCHOA of the registered Ortodoxo Party

A(cqbcn Pecple's Party), Carlos MARQUEE Sterling of the unregistered Ortodoxo My,

Porfirio PENDAS of Constitutional Defense, and Amalio FIALIO of the Redical
Liberation Group (WEEKA 24 of June 12) -- to that of BATISTA on the list of his
political enemies.

' On June 12, the Senate officially designated June 1, 1958 as the date of

. the next general elections. On the same date Interior Minister and Senator

Santiago REY slapped the face of Senater Raul LORENZO, leader of the Cuban Social
Party, during a Senate debate. The Senate immediately went into secret session,
and an hour later announced that the incident was considered settled.

On June 18, the 5 BOC leaders snnounced that they were withdrawing from the
Congressional Committee which they said had failed to live up to its stated
objectives.

{CONFIDENTIAL) COMMENT. The action of the BOC leaders in Joining together
to the exclusion of GRAU undoubtedly piqued the Autentico leader. His decision
to pu‘tici.pgte in the 1958 elections did not surprise many who claim that GRAU

can joke about amything tbut his burning desire to be reelected President of Cuba.
Embassy officers who recently visited Oriemnte Province found widespread conviction
smong the people that BATISTA will not hold free elections as promised in 1958.
It is reported that Santiage REY slapped Senator LORENZO because of the latter's
disparaging references to REY's well-known proelivity for heavy and unrestrained
gambling.

(UNCLASSIFIED) CIVIC mS!ITU'.EIONS GAI.I. FOR mc: The United CQm:ittee of
Cuban Imstititions (Cemite Conjunto de Imstituciomes Cubanas), compesed of
associations of doctors, lawyers, eangimeers, teachers, accountants, and fraternal
and religious organizations, issued another statement -- its third ~- calling for
an end to bloedshed and violeace, & political ammesty, and a returm to peaceful
electoral procedures. The Committee states that the Gubanxz have lost faith in
the ability of the Congress to find a peaceful solutiom eof Cuba's pelitical
problems. It calls on the Government and the:oppesition alike to end what i%
‘calls civil war in Cubas but it clea.rly states its belief that the Gevermment
should mske the {irst meve.

(CONFIDENTIAL) COMMENT. Interior Minister Santiago REY has ruthlessly
brushed aside past declarations of this mature and has accused the civie greups
of being snti-Government. The same thing will probsbly be deme in the case of
this rether strong statement. The Committee claims to represent seme 300 civie

orgsnizations, however, and the declaration is a clear indicatien of the anxiety ]

\lf“t serious-thinking Cubans feel ‘with regard to the current sihmtien
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Periodistas, & type ¢ . Ly 'nm-dnlrmor—:lnu-,wb-
nm.mg-tormummtmmtnmwm-
~efforts to cover military actieans in the Sierra Maestra and elsevhere,
of Anmerican newspaper and televisien mea to visit Fidel Castie as
it foreign Journalists are aet se curbed. They acinewledged that

%.' mm-unmununlutmu,mtmlmnm,
‘ 8 guided teur and that thq saw nothing. ‘
(mmmuuouu)cam m-wum,ulm,u.ﬁmu
save face. American reperters and television mem were en their own, and did met -
deal with gevermseat sutherities for arremngements. Cubans, hewever, cammet ‘
" cover their ewn stery because of fear of punisiment umder a law prehibiting news .. .
hcithg te revelutien. Thus, even had they beea able teo imterview Castre, for
example, they weuld have ne outlet for their articles or films. Cuban newspapers:
. will publish steries en revelutiemary activities ealy if they are either gevemn-
. ment handouts or can be attributed te foreigsn news agemcies or mewspapers-.

- (UNCLASSIFIED) CTC NATIONAL COUNCIL SETS ELECTION DATES FOR 3 FEDERATIONS.
- The 25th Natienal Ceuncil of the Confederatien of Cubem Werkers (CTC) cemvemed
" in Habana er Jume 11, and umanimeusly adepted reselutiems schedulimg electieas
‘om: (1) Jume 22, for the Fedematien of Electric Plants; (2) July 6, fer the
. Federstien of Bank Werkers; sad (3) July 14, fer the Federation ot mgphue
Workcrs

(OHICIAL USE ONLY) mm Alleging that the reselutiens adepted by
the 25th Natienal Ceuntil undermine the antenemy of their federatiems, beth the
bank werkers amd telepheme werkers have publicly pretested against them and have
indicated that they will ignere the electiens. On the other haad, CIC
Secretary Gemeral Eusebie Mujal maintains that the scheduled electiens are in
accord with Reselutien Ne. 50 of the Fifth Cemhission eof the Oth Natiemal Cengress
‘of the CTC, held im May 1956, which all 33 Federatiems affiliated with thefg'g
‘including the Electric Plants, Bank Werkers, amd Telephene Workers, ve
in fact, the cuhgelectiuambomttedbylurgemmbeuofbukmloms
and telephene weorkers temsion between the CTIC and these twe federatiems cam be
expected te centinue, thus keeping the laber field im a state of umcertainty.

(UNCLASSIFIED) PSYCHOLOGICAL. The Cubsa press emce again fecused attemtioen
or France -- the new govermment and the preblem it faces with Algeria. Mest
papers were of the epinien that the main preblem facing the young mew Premier
Beurges-Maneury was financial -- largely as a result of the prelemged and bitter
fighting against the Algerian rebels. Pueble peinted eut that this ceaflict
was cesting the Fremch Geverameat feur millien dellars delly, that the Treasury
was exhausted and receatly had te berrew 80 billiien framcs frem the Bamk of France.
Alerta carried a series of three cemmentaries em France and Nerth Africa, with ‘
ed backgreumd en the oituation and ob.‘jeetiveﬂ.y pointhg eut the pesition
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