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continued during the panﬁﬁﬁﬁght A H@Y'S expioded daily in Habana
- and the interior. Tweo yo udents, sald by pelicece to have been
active terrorists, were killed and thelr female companion seriocusly
injured in Santa 6lara on May 26th when a bomb- they were ecarrying in
their auto exploded. A medical student was seriously injured in
Golen on May 27th when a time bomb pelice elaim he planned to set
waert off in his hands. At about 2:00 A.M. on May 28th the main
econduits near the Habana plant ef the Guban Eleetrical Company
were blown up by terrorists who had tunnelled tnder the ceondults

- from a hearby house te place their explesives. The explesion
damaged nearby houses and started a serieous fire when it ruptured a
large gas line. The entire c¢ity ef Habana and surrounding area was
without electricity for nearly twe hours. The electrical cecompany
was then able teo cut in ether cables and furnish power to the
suburbs and the Vedade area but the center ef the city, ineluding
the prineipal business and commereial distriets, remained blaeked
out; the company estimates that the area wlll be witheut eleetricity
fer a total ef some 48 heurs. Most newspapers were net printed
~yesterday (May 28th) and teday, mest sheps inthe eenter of the eity
remained elosed, and that area was without telephone service. °

(GONFIDENTIAL) GOMMENT: Those relpen;ibile for this 1ncid¢n§
are not identified. The Erbassy has heard reperts for seme time -
that the Federation eof University Students (FEU) and ether D
revolutienary greups have been attempting te effect a blaekeut
in erder te promote their anti-Government activities; the FEU
unsuceessfully tried te eonvince depesed eleetrical laber leader
_Angel GOFINO te eall a general s tqikcaof eleetrical werkers fer
this purpese. lLast night the city wis eemparatively quiet. A large
benb was exploded across the street frem the heme of Andres DOMINGO,
Secretary ef the Presidency, which blacked eut a small surreunding
area witheut affeeting the el zig:lbzvgpgx to the Enbassy office
building twe blocks away. Simil 8 continue threugheut
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the island. . Our ) lulatc at Sautiaso rcportl that there were troml
four te-nine. uuexplainod,killincl the night of May 27-28, apparently
due tg counter-terreristic actiens by the Gevernmemt. The Censuléte .
shat beth Gevernment and eppesitien greups in Sa tiage oxpcot
troublo, and that the. lituation is explooivo.

208 (UNOLAssIrIID) REBEL LANDING. At dawn en May 24, 1957 armed

rebels, said by Cuban autherities te number 27, landed frem the

g;,'u7 ten U.S. flag vessel Gorinthia at Cabenice Bay en the nerthern

C D

seast of Oriente Prevince. Autherities stated that 2 ef the rebels

. Were captured -seen after landing and that the rest made their way
inte .the mearby Sierra Oriltal meuntains, The Cuban Army despatched
‘peinfercements te the area (see ARMY belew); late en May 28, the -
Cuban army anneunced that 16 ef the rebels were killed in an en-
counter with Guban treeps. The twe rsbels whese capture has been
confirmed. teold newsmen that the group had been scheduled te take
the Oriente city ef Baracea but that the Gerinthia had been driven
off course by sterms. They sald they had tralned in the Deminican

. 'Republie, and that the expeditien was financed by fermer President

- Carles PRIO Secarras. The Army quetes them as saying that they

.had ne cenmectioen with Fidel CASTRO, "because he is a cemmunist".
It was reperted that the rebels were armbands with the letters "OA"
11 Organizacien Autentica --and that the greup was led by Calixte = -
SANCHEZ White, fermer laber leader whe fled Cuba in March 1957
(WEEKA 13, March 27, 1957).

(GONFIDENTIAL) COMMENT There is peason to believe that the
expeditien numbered between 100 and 200 men. It is reperted that
twe ether vessels leaded with rebels salled frem Miami beund fer
Cuba at about the time the Cerinthia did; the Cuban autherities
have told the Embassy's Naval ACtachd that they knew ef these
ether ships but that they have net lecated them. The Embassy hears
that the Cuban fishermen whe were ferced at gunpeint te gulde the
rebels ashere told autherities that the rebels landed large suppliles
of arms and munitiens. The Embassy has received infermatien cen-
firming that the rebels are led by Calixte SANCHEZ White, whe 1is a
clese friend ef Eusebie MUJAL, secretary general ef the Cuban
Federatien of Werkers. Altheugh the Cubam autherities quete the
‘rebels as saying that GASTRO is a Cemmunist, lecal 1nhab1tants told
newsmen that the rebels cheered CASTRO. ,

: As this 1is written, 1oca1 radie ‘statiens have anneunced that
Calixte SANCHEZ White has been identified as ene of the 16 whe
landed frem the Cerinthia whe were killed in anéngagement at Braze
Grande, near Helguin, en May 28. The Army has anneunced that there
was a fight between forces eof Fidel CASTRO and a Rural Guard detach-
ment yesterday merning at Ubere, loeated seme 40 miles west eof :
Santiage, with "lesses en beth sides", The Assistant Alr Attaché
has been cenfidentially infermed by a contaet within the Cuban b1
Army Air Force that Army lesses were 10 killed, 18 wounded, and 25

1soners. Casualties am.ng the lnstro foerces are unknown.
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1 ’ (uN SIFIED) GOVIHNMINT. The decisien of the cuban R.volut;o%-
. ary Pn -(Autentice) Representatives and Senaters net te attend
1 tings ef_ the Oengressienal Ceommittees set up te swupervise
ele toral precedures oreated a tempérary impasse in- Cengressienal

aotivities late last week. Altheugh the Autentices later indicated
thoy would return te the Committee¢e meetings, they sald they weuld
‘continue te press fer adeptien ef the plan prepesed by Autentice
leader and fermer President Ramen GRAU Samn Martin that the old
veters! identity cards (carnets) be revalidated and used again in
the. 1958 general electiens,

~ (CONFIDENTIAL) COMMENT. Cengressienal efferts te solve the
Guban pelitical crisis by plamming fer peaceful electiems in 1958 can
still net be called successful. In additien te the hurdle previded
by GRAU's stand en the carmets, the efferts are meeting with the
eppesitien ef Guba's undergreund Gemmunist Party (Partide Secialista
Pepular). The Embassy detects an undercurrent ef -uneasiness in Gevern-
ment circles. Seme Gevernment leaders are beginning te ferm their
ewn gangs and seem te be acting independently rather than as members
of a team., There are rumers that a Military Junta 1s being planned
te take ever the Gevermment and that newspaper publisher (El1 Pais,
Excelsier, El Crisel) and fermer Senater, Alfrede HORNEDO, weuld be 1ts
civilian head.

(UNCLASSIFIED) RADIO STATIONS WARNED. On May 25, 1957 the
Minister ef Communicatiens infermed radie statien eperaters that
he weuld apply the maximum punishment previded by law te all radile
statiens which breadcast news of terreristic activities, i1llegal
strikes, and all such i1tems which might tend te upset ncrmal laber
relatiens and cause unrest ameng the peeple, -

(CONFIDENTIAL) GOMMINT;f The Gevernment is atteppting in
varieus ways te centrel the lecal news seurces with aeme success.
One result is a censiderable increase in the number and variety
of rumers. Thus, it is sald that PRIO has landed in Pinar del Rie
Previnee, that reinfercements for CASTRO are en the way frem Mexice
and that the Cuban naval staten at Cienfueges is en the peint eof
revelting. At least some of these reporta may be true,

(OFFICIAL USE ONLY) GUEAN ARMY REQﬂISITI@NS NIGARO PRGPIRTY
Since-last Friday Guban Army persennel have entered the U,S. nickel
plant at Nicare and taken a meter launch, a truck and feur passenger
autemebliles. These seizures were pretested by Nicare efficilals but
they were able tedtain a receipt fer enly ene ef the items taken,

a passenger autemebile. The Embaysy is making representatiens .
t?rggg% the Army Attaché and will if necessary. approaoh the Minintry* '
) ate.
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: - .assurances that 1t weuld net pen :
that when he speke te the Cuban ‘
Chief 0{ Staff, Genera !AagalILLA, abeut it en May 28, he received
the impressien that immediate steps weuld be taken te etep the '

| pollibly to return the oonmnndcérod vehicled.

(Ul ; IPIlD)*S*BOTAGI IN BUDAB MILLS. Peur nilll in rour
ferent provlnoou of Cuba have lurfor0d partial lesses of raw
-u;nr frem f1 presumably the werk ef sabeteurs. The feur mills

nsluluni re, San Ramén, and Genstancia-A. The Cuban

. MIIlOunerl Aslooiation eltinateu‘the net less at upproximately
180,000 bags ef 250 peunds each.

(UNCLASSIFIID) POLITICAL: INFIGHTING AT THI UNIVERSITY OF SANTA

- CLARA. Behind-the-scenes pelitical maneuvering came te a head at

the University ef Santa Clara when the Recter suspended three Deans
and the Seeretary-General, Dr. Medeste Pineda, leng knewn as the

real pewer at the University. Dr. Pineda and his fellewers were -
refused entrance te the University by armed guards. The Deans were
charged with regularly fleuting University statutes, and Dr. Pineda
was accused of failing te carry eut the Recter's dictates and ef rig-
ging faculty appeintments in such a way as te ensure his ewn electien
next year as Recter. The faculty and the student begy split en the
issue, but the majerity have ceme eut, in reselutiens and in the
press, in suppert ef the present recter, Dr. Agustin Anide Artiles.

" The Rineda factien 1s fighting thelr euster and haa even requested

the Recter ef the University ef Habana te intercede. The Peint IV
pregram appeared temperarily disrupted by the treuble since

Dr. Plneda was USOM's mest enthusiastic collaborator on aulio-vinual
technical assistance.

LABOR

(UNCLASSIFIED) STRIKE IN ELECTRIG PLANTS CALLED OFF EY CorIfio,
Angel Cefifie, eusted leader of the Elecbric Plants Federatien, .
issued qbublic statement en May 27, erdering all werkers whe had net
already dene se te return te their jebs. This was tantameunt te an
epen admissien ef the fallure of the strike which began en May 21.
The shutdewn gradually lest its effectiveness seen after the appeint-
ment en May 21, by the Gevernment ef Lieutenant Gelenel Jese
FIGAROLA Infante as military superviser te restere nermal eperatiens.
By late afterneen of May 24, varieus estimates indicated that 95%

of the werkers were back. On May 22, Figarela had lssued a statement
giving all werkers a 24 heur warning te be at werk er lese their jebs.
This later was extended te the norning'of May 27, the day en which
Cefifie called off the ntrike.

(CQNFIDEN?IAL) GOMMENT: The Embassy was infermed en May 21,
that the strike had been se effective that the Cempany virtually 1ost
contrel eof operations and infermed the governnent of that faet.

L ’v SO

G@HFIDENTIAL"




e ﬂ_{~mmu i - Encl No

} o e 7 o e : - . ) . —— . mﬁ‘“' |
I Cen T e _ e A [ & Ium/lcalwn) . Desp. No. %i . AR |
:'~ w . - " '.» o 3 2 & e . , . ) l“r“n_ m’ﬁ .”——- 7 « . V

N lolduu were phoo"“ alt the opontina plntl ‘and substatiens where ]
. they still. even th mest ef the persemnel has returned te
. work‘ - A8 2 precautien twe full shifts en the jeb are being main-
n erder that there be ne interruptien eof services. The
'is boarin; the deuble shift expense., It is new being :
mume that Cefifie is geing te Geneva te attend the ILO Cenference.
He is 'a member ef the Geverning Beard. With the dynamiting ef the
preducing plant in Habana in the early merning ef May 28th the
~overall situatien 1- frau:ht with unoertninty. .

A {
© . (UNGLASSIFIED) PSYCHOLOGICAL: The fall ef French Prime
Hinilter Guy Mellet was the prime subject of Cuba's editerials, x B
‘,.Hhilé gevernments are centinually changing in France, this ene had - -
lasted 16 menths and mest papers seemed te feel France was in a
serieus corisis. The Cuban press generally attributed Mellet's fall
te the cestly and seemingly inseluble Algerian war. Infermaci
called the fall ef Mellet a streng blew te secialism In France,
and French secialism the natural ebstacle te the expansien ef
Communiasm in France. Therefere, sa this paper, the situatien
' 1s dangereus net enly te France but/%11 ef Eurepe. Infermacién
saw as the mest legical altermative the radical-left element led
" by - Mendes-France which effers a radical and immediate ending ef the
Algerian war. Avance breught eut that the gevernment ef Mellet
lasted lemger than any ether French gevernment since Werld War II,
and many had net expected him te lese a vete of cenfidence this time
because of the prejected trip eof President Cety te the U.8. This
paper alse attributed Mellet's dewnfall te Algeria, neting that
the censervatives as well as the Radical-Secialists ef Mendes France
veted against the gevernment. Excelsier and Diarie de la Marina ‘
beth said the vete of cenfidence requested by Mellet was net en
his pelicy tewards Algeria, but en a new plan fer ralsing meney
with which te implement that pelicy. But Excelsier listed ether
reasens fer Mellet®s fall: the Suez fallure, the bleedy Algerian
war and the slipping influence ef France en the internmatienal scene,
Kl Munde stated the heart ef the preblem was Algeria where France
was spending 3 1/2 millien dellars daily, but Alerta felt it went
even depper -- the whele system eof parliamentary government in France.

ARMY

(UNCLASSIFIED) On Friday, 24 May, the Cuban Lauy dispatched
by air twe MAP-equipped rifle cempanies frem Campe Celumbia te
Oriente Prevince. Each cempany mmsters abeut 160 men. One cempany
went te Headquarters ef the 8th Rural Guard REgiment in Helguin

- and the ether te Headquarters ef the lst Rural Guard Regiment in
Santiage de Cuba. Brig. Gen. Eulegle CANTILLO Perras gold USARMA
that the eempanles were net engaged in the reund-up ef the 27-man
rebel landing ferce in the Sierra del Cristal but that they were
assigned as reinfercements fer the twe regiments and weuld be used

L_;if needed. . " o | - ‘ : | V~;*;J
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say se but .1t is firmly belleved that the twe rifle cempanies sent
te Orie will be regreuped shertly with mese treeps frem Gampe
~ @elumb ‘& reinitiatien ef the uom hutn Onpuin an:l.ut
1 o.nd hi® féllewers. . ..
ny_g -
(UIGLA"IHID) GUBAN HAVY mxcns CRUISE IN U.S, SHIPS. Peur

\ﬁhh Navy efficess cempleted an invitatiemal eruise frem Habama te

‘Key West, 20-22 May. The cruise was made in USS NORFOLK (DL-1) fer - |
the purpese of gemeral familiarizatien abeard an eperating vessel of .

the U.S. Navy at sea. The next such cruise will invelve six Cuban
effiscers whe will spend a few days abeard UlS. deptroye'n en reute
frem Habana te Guantaname Bay, 2-4 June. ~ ‘
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