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' Republic"., He asseciated himself with the fermula ef the

~ in the Auténtice party. Beth evaded the questien, Prfe by

B

 ex=President Carles PRIQO Secarriés na%eglined himself in the

‘latter's home, The vigit was cerdial en beth sides and gave
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headlines with varieus pelitical activities. He first visited
Cesme DE LA TORRIENTE, hend of the "Seciety of Friends ef the

"Friends" embedying eppesitien demands fer the ™natienal selutien”
(see Weeka Ne. 30) and appreved it as a basis ef discussien.

Thereafter he called upen Ramén GRAU San Martfn at the
rise te the questien whether Prfe was recegnizing Grau's primacy

saying that the time was net ripe te debate internal party
questiens and Grau by preclaiming (typically) that the presidency
of the party resided in its masses, The preblem of unificatien g
of the twe Auténtice greups was skirted by declaring that there: ;
was unity at the base and enly divergencies ef epinien and 2
tactics, The meeting can be regarded enly as a prelude te
attacking the real Auténtice preblems of leadership and ceeperatien
between the thus far antagenistic groups of Prfe and Grau.:

Prie alse appeared on the "Meet the Press" televisien
program last week, In general he cenfirmed his pacific intentiens
in returning te Cuba. He was asked why he hadn't teld his ~
fellewers te turn in clandestine arms and replied that the R
surveillance maintained ever him by the’Gevernment was such that
he ceuldn't . reach his fellewers. One of the interregaters
inquired why he ‘didn't urge surrender of arms ever the very
pregram in which he was appearing. Prfe had 1ittle cheice but
te say what he did: "I exhert my friends frem here teo deliver
the arms." Reactien te this was varied. Fer example, . Biarie
de la Marina.said that "it is an extraerdinary qgntri
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that Dr. Carles Prie ‘"c-arll is making te pelitical peace". o
On the ether hand President BATISTA teld the preas that, frem |
what he knew ef Prie's appearance en the pregram, he deubted ‘
his singénity since "it was net a spentaneeus exhertatien but
ono.fo ed/ by the suggestien ef a distinguished member ef the
pan LA . e A @1-(\ - o R '

(LIMITED OFFICIAL USE) ANOIEQ% ARMS CACHE §§I§§3.

On August 16, the pelice seized anether cache oI clandestine
;arms, the @surt such seizure since August 4. The weapens were
“feund cencealed in a cistern at a fermer bus terminal in the

nearby tewn ef Guanabacea. Three arrests were made in :
~connectien with this find. The cache included seven .45 caliber

Celt pistels, 15 M-l carbines, ene .30 caliber Jehnsen machine

gun, twe .30 caliber Mendeza machine guns, and asserted ammunitien.

- (UNCLASSIFIED) PRIOQO REVOLUTIONARIES SEEK ASYLUM AND LEAVE

COUNTRY, Eu' e FERNANDEZ Ortega and Jesus GONZ artas
‘Extrafie™/, Prie fellewers and revelutienary lbaders, were

granted asylum in the Chilean Embassy en August 16 and left

Cuba fer Chile en the fellewing day under safe cenduct granted

by the Gevernment. Alse en the 16th, three ether reselutienaries,

Lufs FERNANDEZ de la Cimara ("Ojes Gaches"), Orlande GARCIA

. V8squez and Marie BETANCOURT Picharde, were granted asylum in
‘the Cesta Rican Embassy. They left fer Cesta Rica en August 18.

. Eufemieo Fernindez and M"El Extrafie"” teld the press en leaving that
they had seught asylum and were geing inte exile se as net te
hamper Prie in his efferts te find a pacific selutien te the
Cuban preblem. They added they weuld return, if necessary.

(CONFIDENTIAL) Cemment. The amazing inside stery ef
Eufemie Fernindez and "El Extrafie,” as teld by the Minister
of State te the Chargé, is that they were granted asylum by
the Chilean Ambassader at the request of the Cuban Gevt, because
"we had te get them eut of the ceuntry te aveid killing them."
The Minister indicated that Aureliane SANCHEZ Arange had left
the ceuntry surreptitieusly. All three, accerding te the
Minister, had been given the cheice of slipping eut quietly
or leaving via the asylum reute and he admitted the autherities
had the individuals cernered, if net under detentien. The
unprecedented speed with which the men left the ceuntry suggests .
that the Ministry ef State was prepared therefer: in advance,

: The recent seizures of clandestine arms and this exedus
of revelutienaries may mean that the back ef -insurrectionary
activity has been breken er that it has been abamidened fer the
time being. These events may inaugurate a peried ef freedem
frem alarms, altheugh its pessible duratien cannet be estimated.

(See despatch Ne, 136, August 18, 1955}/
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‘ (UNCLASSIFIED) B
N o e centinued emp s 0 Ppe
ectiong iy 1956, streng cnod by the apparent 1nclination ot
Pr!o teward/this view since his roturn still meets the unc
_determinatien ef Batista te serve eut his term as presiden
‘replaced by a successer elected in 1958, He reaffirmed this n
the 20th when in a press interview he answered a questien en the
subject by saying that the eppesitien demand did net surprise
‘him,< "It is", he said, "as if they believe that I am capable
of turning Qver the Presidency of the Republic because t ey
. want me te er that I lack the sense of respensibility se as te A
ferget my ebligatiens and duties teward the Republice As is S
already knews, I knew hew te turn ever pewer in ebedience te ,
~ the will ef the peeple.,.Te say etherwise (than that the pooplo ,
elected him President) is te insult the peeple," -

(UNCLASSIFIED) ANOTHER STUDENT DISTURBANCE, On August 16‘
the feurthanniversary ef the death ef Eddy CHLBAS, feunder ef
the Ortedexe party, anether disturbance eccurred at the University
of Ha®ana, This time it was precipitated by the students' attempt
te parade threugh the streets frem the University te the cemetery
where Chib&s is buried. This had been ferbidden by the autherities
altheugh the graveside ceremenies in which the students wished
te participate had net been prehibited. The pelice cerdened off
‘the University in the custemary manner and prevented the students
frem carrying eut their purpese, with the usual accempaniment
oﬁ miisilos, serties frem the Univerh&ty, and pelice shets in }
the air. i

! (UNGLASSIFIED) TELEGRAPH STRIKE, Tblographic cemmunicatien
was crippled by a five-day strike ef the telegraph eperaters eof
the Ministry ef Cemmunicatiens that ended en Sunday. Cause ef the
werk steppage was given by the werkers as a reductien in senierity
pay frem $7.50 te $4.50 per menth fer each five years service,
This cut had been effected in the budget fer the current fiscal
year and, while the Minister of Cemmunicatiens had premised te
de semething abeut restering the benus te its fermer level,
allegedly his hands were tied until Cengress ceuld appreve tho
necessary fiscal adjustments in its sessien te start in September.
The strike ended when Batista himself premised remedial actien
in September and the strikers were assured that there weuld be
ne reprisals against them.

\

(LIMITED OFFICIAL USE) Comusnt. There is ne’ evidence that
Cemmunist agitatien played any part in this strike, The Gevernment
clained that it was metivated by eppesitien polities te embarrass
the regime, Altheugh it cannet be ascertained definitely it it

pessible that this may be true te a certain extent. It seems mere
- likely that the strike at this time was intended te -mghasizo the
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when. the fiscal year began. In any case the telegraphists
wen an apparently firm premise frem the tep te restere .

- their sénjerity pay, = e S o S L
, UNCLASSIFIED) 300 _AND G _Disturbances in ch
Merecce and Gea teuched off extensive cemment in the Cuban press.
While recegniszing the value of France's civilizing missien

. Nerth Africa, newspapers generally agreed that censtitutienal
; referms are serely needed in Merecce, Fer o de 1 ’
©  the present Nerth African crisis peinted up that e on

Mereccans have pelitically ceme of age and are able te handle

- their ewn reseurces, wealth and, te a certain extent, their ewn
cultural life, El ﬁundo called upen France te grant wide-spread
censtitutienal referms se that her great cultural missien in

. Merecce will net be fergetten er maligned, Te Prensa Libre it
‘was ebvieus that France is acting against the will ef the majerity
in Merecce, while Infermacien held that French armed might can
slew up, but net prevent, the trend teward Mereccan independence,

‘ On the Gea questien, the press feresaw eventual liquidatien
of the small Pertuguese enclave en Indian seil, Alerta, while
shewing seme sympathy with Pertugel's attempt te censerve a

. measure of past Asiatic glery, believed that India has the mere
tenable pesitien., This newspaper felt that because of India's
new rele in the werld, Nehru cannet afferd te accept a cempremise
selutien, even at the hands ef the U.S. Infermacien predicted
that Pertuguese, like celenialism, are en the way eut in Asia.
Prensa Libre deplered the bleedshed in Gea, adding that neither
the Pertuguese ner the Indian peeple stand te gain anything frem
the present enceunter,
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