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(UNCLAUSIFIED) ELBCTION RESULTS. For a day or two after the
elections on November 1, the Army General Staff maintained an
organization for the speedy assembly of returns from the polling

places throughout the country. The last bulletin of this organ-

ization gave Batista 1,244,813 votes to 181,399 for Grau in

7,896 precincts out of & 321 (with polling places in eight

pre01ncts not having functloned)

The Superior Electoral Tribunal, up to loveumber &, had
‘released official returns on the vot:ng for president and vice
president in only & trifle more than two-thirds of the precincts.

f Thece gave 889,497 votes for Batista and 144,287 for Grau., At
. - the saue time the Tribunal announced that in 694 of the 1376
' precincts in Havana the voting for mayor had been 121,900 for
Justo Luis DEL PO40, the coalltlon candidete, and 24, é63 for
Iicoléds CA&&LLLA&Ou, the Auténtico candidate.

(U&ﬂE&SbITILD) GRAU DEFENDS ACTICL AkD RuGUESTS BLECTIONS
BE ANNULLED. Grau continued to defend his action in withdrawing
fron the elections. -His position is that he asked for no new
guarantees but only for the enforcement of those he demanded from
“the beginning: = return to the owners of all electoral carnets and
the i mediate count of motes for presidential candidates. The
first he claims was nullified by force when the armed forces seigzed
carnets and otherwice intimidated the citizenry.- The second he
alleges was vitiated when the Auténtico rank and file were pro-~
‘hibited from checking the count at ‘the voting places. He avers
that withdrawal, was forced on him by his opponents when he was
denied postponement . of the elections for a "very.short time" to
permit restoration of the Yclimate indis pensable to elections",
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Under  Grau's directions, the Auténtice representative befere |-
the Superior Electoral Tribunal submitted a petition calling for
" the annullment of the elections. The evidence. supporting tﬁe“ '
petition consisted almost entirely of six or seven press reports, |
- including a couple of magazine pictures of polling places where the -
voters were few; a report of the abduction of an electoral inspec- i
tor in Oriente, a case in which the imprisonment of the accused
military responsiblg has already been ordered by a civil court; a
report of the incident involving two American newspapermen (Weeka
lios 44); and a report of a denunciation of fraud in Oriente by a
political figure who since denied making any such charge. The ‘
report affirmed that the "repetition' of these incidents "in the
- whole country is notorious”., The Tribunal refused to accept the
petition,; ruling that the charges should be made at the proper
time. and in the proper court in accordance with the Electoral Code.
(OFFICLAL USE ONLY) Comment., While it may never be known
Jjust how favorably or unfavorably the 1954 elections compare for
honesty with previous Cuban elections, it can be said that (1) in
any case the vote was overwhelmingly for Batista and (2) that the
evidence presented by Grau first to gustify postponement of electe
ions and then their annullment coulD readily have found counterparts
in previous elections and in itself was fliusy. DLvidence suggest-
ing this last is found in Grau's own querulous pronouncement,
reported by Avance, that in considering postponement of elections
the Superior Electoral Tribunal should not have demanded "absolute
. and irrefutable proofs" like a criminal court but should have
- e = -gcted as an adainistratdive tribunal "to adoinister <justice in = = = -
electoral matters"., The best courientary on Grau's unconvincing
stand ig that his followers, if not denouncing it outright as some
few did, at least are far from weowiferous in upholding it.

(UNCLASSIFEBD) Ww.LL AUTENTICO CUNGRESSI.EN BLECT TAKE OFFICE?
The quegstion that has been engrossing political observers since the
clections is whether the 18 Auténticos elected to Congress as
ainority Senators and the few who were elected as memnbers of the
House of Hepresentativer will actually take office. Grau at first
proclaised that whoever took office would be expelled from the party.
and later, preswaably in the face of difficulties in expelling
menbers of the party hierarchy, declared that such congressmen
would represent only theisel¥es and not the Auténtico party. The
consensus is that most of the Auténticos elected will take office.
A variety of reasons support this view: not all the Aufdntico
leaders endorsed Grau's action in withdrawing from elections, taken
without the concurrence of the party's ruling body; some "presum-
ably" elected Auténticos have openly expressed opposition to Grau's
course; most spent considerable amounts on their campaigns and
would be unwilling to see this investient go down the drain; some
prominent Auténticos, like Eduarde SUALLZ Rivas, are recent converts
to Grau and their personal interests and ambitions might overcome
lovalty to Gran ond hia sdiate: ond +tha mase 0e L7 B o
- ” ‘ N SRS PR —
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- in the Auténtico party, if not to underuiining his position er
- causing a decided schism within the party.

_to stage this farce thanks to violence and terror but also to maine-
tain the dictator in pover', Grau was pictured by all the above as

- ploit to_the limit the fact he was practically unopposed by CGrau

de facto regime, In a Boheuia interview Prio said Batistg had a two=-

elected Auténtices are belng very reticent about their infentiens
regardlng taklng office.

(OFFICIAL USE OHLY) Comment. The Embassy inclines to the
belief that most of the Auténticos involved will find one or another
good reason to ignore Grau's injunction and will take eoffice. On
the face of it such action by several of the most prcmlnent leaders
of his party would at least lead to a lessening of Grau's autherity

(UNCLASSIFIED) . OTHER OPPUSITION REACTION TO ELECTION., The
abstentionist opposition, represented by Roberto AGRALONTE of the
"fundamentalict" Ortodoxos and "Tony" VARONA in Havana and ex=-Pres-
ident PRIO in .iiami of the Prfo Auténticos, and Jesé PARDO Llada,
erstvhile advocate of the "negative vote" for Grau to combat Batlsta,
vere una:ainous in adopting a “we told you so' attitude. They
charged that the elections were the "fraud, farce and hoax" they had
alzays said they would be nd incapable of larltlmlazng Batista's

fold purpose in proceeding with the elections: to legitinize his

government and free hiuself of the influence of his "accomplices or
nilitary allied". The first, added Prio, the'lovenber 1 farce”
could .not do and the ”nllltarv allies were indispensable not only

having been forced to gomne around to their view of the elections
but, despite his withdrawal, he did not escape criticism and con-
démnation for "having played Batista's game" right up to the last
moment ., ’
(GLFLCIAL UsE OLLY) Comnent. Anti-Batista elements will ex-

in the elections and will try to demonstrate that there was 1o
popular mandate. There are a few signs that the Prio Auténticos
are hoping that Grau 1ill be discredited and will thus afford them
an opportunity to regain a position of speaking authoritatively
for Auténticismos Galls for "unity of opposition” are being again
heard although it cannot be perceived that the elections have done
a great deal mf to dissipate the personal and ideolegical differ-
ences that have made such unity impessible since .iarch 10, '1952;
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UNCLASSIFIED) SLOW RETURNS AND CHARGES OF ELECTORAL FRAUD. o
The "scrutinizing boards' of the various murdicipalities are very . -
slow in checking the returns from the precinct voting places.

This has resulted in delay in efficial returns and the best that }

/ can be said for any candidate for municipal councilman er federal |

reprecentative or senator is that on the basis of incomplete and

unofficial returns he is "presumably" elected.  This delay features
in heated charges being made of fraud involving changes of ballots
and other irregulariti®e. These charges are coming mestly frem

Coalition candidates. Prominent among the complainants are Ramén

VASCOLCELOS, director of Alerta and possibly defeated senatorial

candidate in Havana Province, and Rolando MASFERRER, director of

Tiempo and "presumably'" elected senator from Oriente Province. The

latter has virulently attacked Anselmo ALLIEGRO, PAP leader in

Oriente Province, for scandalous fraud and promises to aig his

grievances in the Senate to be convengd. The Coalision members

are careful in their charges to make it clear that they are

referring to the handling of congressional returns, fraud in which

is decried as casting reflections on the validity iunquestiened x

by the complainants) of the returns for president, vice president,

provincial governors, and mayors. A '

(OFFICIAL BE ONLY) Comment. Allowance must be made in
considering these charges for the traditional "right to squawk"
of unsuccessiul aspirants to elective office in Cuba. Nonetheless,
such evidence as is available tends to point to fraud in certain
areas in connection with the congressional elections, fraud which
" was undoubtedly facilitated by the widespread refusal of Auténtices
"to act on precinct boards, thereby removing a deterrent to juggling -
returns or falsifying ballots. :

2




Stolen from the Archive of Dr. Antonio R. de la'Cova
http://www.latinamericanstudies.org/cuba-books.htm

13

Pag, " _of \ « . f . Page_.__;___'.—of ‘
Desp. Mo ’ ‘ : Encl. No.

' 81 HABANA &EEEEIAL~HSEWQNLI_ﬁ '

Ffom : { Classification ) : Desp. No.

(UNCLASSIFIED) BOHEMIA TO BE PRINTED IN MEXICO GIUY, Miguel
(MfQUEVEDO,«ewncr of Cuba's leading weekly magazine Behemia, has

. leased a printing plant in Mexice City te publish all  expert - ,
cepies, The Mexico City plant will print Behemia fer the United
States, Mexice, Central Amerieca and the several Seuth Ameriean
countries in which the magazine is seld. The Habana plant will
print only feor Cuba. DBehemia's weekly cireulation; censtantly
increasing, is now up te 280,000 ef which seme 150,000 eepies
are exported. DBohemia professes a strietly independent peliey.
It is strongly pro~Ortedexs and eclearly antmeatista, however,
and not infrequently has anti=-United States as well as antiw
Communist artiecles. It is expeeted that with the impetus ef
the Mexiee City preduetien Behemia 'will be able te step up its
circulatien still further.

‘~(OFFIGIAL'USE ONLY) Cemment., It is not believed that polie
tical significanee attaches te this move which te all appearaneces
was motivated by censiderations of publishing and distributien
savings. : o ‘

(UNCLASSIFIED) LABOR MINISTER®!S STRONG STATEMENT ON WORKER
DEMANDS. On Nevember 5 Minister ef-Laber NUNEZ Pertuende issuec
a statement with reference, he said, te deelaratiens appearing
in the papers since the electiens aimed at the adeption of
measures "which would affect the national economy, hurt the
productive classes and (which) disregard the situatien threugh

. Which our economy is passing because of external ecenomie
pressures."” He charged that with elec¢tiens coming up in the
various unions eertain laber leaders were making impractiecable
demands and asserted he would appreve no demagegic measures
thdt would aggravate the country'!s situatien. He appealed te
the workers' patrietism te apply restraint in their demands.

(OFFICIAL USE ONLY) Cemment. The Minister's statement
seemed te be prevoked chiefly by a call frem one union leader
for the passage of a law-~deeree that would make compulsery
the payment of one month's wages or salary as a Christmas benus
this year, While some annoyance with“thle statement has been
expressed to the press by individual union leaders, there has
been no official cemment on it as yet from the CTC. The questien
arises whether the Minister's statement presages a stiffer
attitude tewards labor en the part of the gevernment felloewing
the elesctions. The prebability may well be; however, that the
Minister was net speaking on a bamis ef leong-~term consideratiens.

(UNCLASSIFIED) RAILWAY SEEKS TO LAY OFF A THOUSAND WORKERS

The Ferrocarriles Censelidades {(Consolidated RailroadsQ issued: -

layoff notices to a thousand employees. The layoffs will have

to be effected through the usua 1 legal precedure with the

o leamd seeking te demonstrate to the Ministry ef Laber that F
w0 e o omenww he restore the company's s@lveney. |
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____the company's receipts ge to meet its payrells. Its earlier -
efferts te cut wages were unsuccessful. A Cenfederatien ef
Cuban Werkers (CTC) sourece says he does not think the CTC ean
®ppose these layeffs in view of the noteriously peer finaneial
cenditien of the company. The Embassy is not yet informed ef _
the attitude of the Railway Werkers Bretherhood, which is ¥
certain te céme under rank-and-file pressure against the layeffs.

(UNCLASSIFIED) FIRST BOND ISSUE FOR(ECONOMIG AND DEVELOPMENT
PLAN, & Legal fermalities fer the issue of the first 100 millien-
pesos worth ef bonds to finanee the Government's 350-millien, :
fdur~year "Econemic and Social Development Plan," were cempleted
on Nevember 5 with the executiok of a public deed eof issue at

" the Presidential Palace. The Plan aims direetly at relieving
unemployment and increasing national productien. This first
100~million~pese issue will be used te refund the outstanding
public debt instruments relative te the purchase last yegr ef

~the United Railways and te the ports-imprevement program, te
continue the perts pregram, te overhaul the public and armed
forces telecemmunicatiens systems, and fer other as yet
unspecified prejects, '

(UNCLASSIFIED) U. S. ELECTIONS. Habana newspapers

uniformly. hailed the United States electiens as a spaendid

- example of orderly, democratic electeral process--a model ef
political maturity--and viewed the results as auguring well

fer Latin America, especially in the economic field. Mest
writors-ouaw -in the eleetiens the promise of abandenment of what
they termed the protectionist &titudes ef the Republiecans and

a return te the spirit of the Good Neighbor Policy, with more
liberal economic policies in relations with Latin America,
Diarie de la Marina preclaimed the Democrgtie vietory as eause
for optimism in Cuba and new hepe for faveorable sugar legislatien,
and observed that the GOP was showing signs of returning te
"econemic aggressioen against friendly countries." The paper
recalled that Cuba was more prespereug and enjoyed a more

" reciprecal understanding of mutual bE;ﬁe preblems under the
Reesevelt and Truman administrationss;” EL Munde said that the
results reflected the decline of the GOP and heped the Demoerats
would now take a fresh appreach te the Cuban sugar quota. Diare
Nacienal said the Eisenhower administratien now must have a new
erientatien toward a more liberal domestic and fereign pelicy2
and the first evidenece of this change may be evident at theé Ridé
economic conference, [xcelsier warmly welcemed the results,
since "the Republiecan Cengress never viewed Cuba's preblems in
“the proper perspective,” ) :

OFFICIAL USE ONLY ]
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{: Excelgier said that the GOP has worked against the. best 'l

» Cepies te Amembassies Ciudad Trujille, and Pert-au~Prince,

interests of Cuba every time it has been in power, MNere. -
eautieusly, Alerta hoped that the Demecratic gains weuld cause
a change in United States fereign pelicy but said that the
results were toe clese te indicate a definite repudiatien

of the Eisenhewer administratien. Prensa Libre, Tiempe

and Alerta all predicted that the eleetiens foresﬁaaewgé a
Demscratic vietery in the 1956 presidential(raeee
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