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(UNCLASSIFIHD) CABINST RESIGNAEUﬁiﬁﬁﬁﬁiﬁEW MINISTERS. Afttrim
an all-night session the Ceuncil of Ministers presented their
resignations to the President on the morning of August 5, in erder
te clear the way for the appointment of the Ceuncil that will held
office during the electoral periocd. Te date the feollowing new

. appointments as ministers have been made, with only the Ministers
ef State and Finance carried over from the out-geing Cabinet:

P

J

l
O pouaniey eg AW TUAIMond STHE

i
f
‘
(
i
§

m“ﬁ"*

Minister of State: Dr. Miguel Angel CAMPA y Caraveda.
- Minister of Finance: Dr. Gustavo GUTIERREZ Sanchez.
Minister of Agriculture: Dr. Osvalde VALDES de la Paz.
" Minister of Justice: Dr. Raul LOPEZ Ibaflez.
Minister of Labor: Dr. Ricarde EGUILIOR Vinent.
Minister of Health: Dr. Carlos SALAS Humara,
Minister of Defense: Dr. Pable CARRERA Jdstiz.
Minister of Commerce: SE Carlos M, PERRETII Vidal.
Minister of Education: *r. José LOPEZ Isa.
Minister of Public Works: Ing. Antenio CARVAJAL y Regas. ~
Minister without Portfolie (in Charge of Transport): _
- Dr. Arsenio GONZALEZ Genzalez.
Minister without Portfolie: Sr. Mario LEYVA.
Minister without Portfelio to head Natlonal Housing Comm1351®n.
_ Ing. Eugenie COSCULLUELA.
Secretary te the Presidency and te the Council eof Ministers:

Dr. Cristebal MUNOZ.
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Only the portfolios of Interlor and Communlcatlons now remain
“to be fllled.
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It has been anneunced that the president w111 turn over teo
is as yet unannounced successor on August 14.
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.~ After Nibot's brother and sen had got eut of the car, Olmede epened
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(UNCLASSIFIED) AUTENTICOS HAVE STORMY HABANA MEETING. The
meeting of the Habana Municipal Assembly of Grau's Auténticos onr Surle
day,August 8 proved most stormy. There were 129 candidates fer the
27" places en the ticket for councilmen that the meeting was te nemi-
nate, - Chairs were threwn and, according te one paper, blews struck
with bettles. Finally, while Flerencio NIBOT, President of the Muni-
cipal Assembly, held the fort, Humberte BECERRA, President of the ‘
‘Provincial Auténtice Assembly, went off to see Grau, whe chose the
27 candidates. There were shouts and threats against Nibet and
~ Becerra, and one disappeinted aspirant by the name eof Ricarde OLMEDO,
known as a petty gangster, was reported by the papers te have said
that with his friends he would create a stir in the municipality.

(OFFICIAL USE ONLY) Cemment. As in the case of the Las Villas
previncial Assembly of the Auténticos the week before, the trouble
in the Habana Municipal Assembly, it appears from the papers, arese
over nominations given te late adherents te the Auténtico cause. In
both cases the ascendancy of Grau within the Party appears teo have

been cempletely demonstrated., :

!

(UNCLASSIFIED) KIDNAPING AND SHOOTING OF POLICE IN AUTENTICO !
SQUABBLE. In the wake of the violent nominating medting of the Habana |
Previncial Assembly on August 8, (see preceding item) the fellowing
morning Ricarde Olmedo, his brether, and some friends kidnaped ,
Florencie Nibet, his brether and sen, and threatening Nibet with a . |
" hand grenade preceeded in twe cars to take them off en the way te 3
the home of Humberto Becerra, where, Olmede said, Nibet- and Becerra

were going te put him en the Auténtico ceuncilmen's ticket.

' In Habana & Bureau of Investigation car became suspicious of the
twe automeobiles and stepped them. A lieutenant and sergeant in
plain clethes got out and indicated they wanted to search the car:

" pistol fire on the pelice, who answered in kind. He escaped but
four of xkx his accemplices were captured. In the sheeting the
lieutenant and sergeant and Nibet's sen were sericusly but not dan-
gereusly wounded. N

(OFFICIAL USE ONLY) Cemment. This incident may well serve to
remind people of the gangsterism that prevailed during Grau's term
of office and it can be expected that the Gevernment will see that it
is used for that purpose. In declaring that vielence will net be
permitted to disturb the electeral precess the chief of pedice has
already made a prepagandistic allusion to the state of affairs that
ebtained in Grau's term of effice.
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(UNCLASSIFIED) NICOLAS CASTELLANOS AUTENTICO CANDIDATE FOR "v
HABANA MAYOR. Nicolas CASTELLANOS Mayor of Habana at the time of

the e of March 10, 1952, has been nominated te that effice by
the AutSntlco Party. ‘

" (OFFICIAL USE ONLY) Cemment. In view of the strong feeling
against the golpe the move is a shrewd onejfor the chance to put -
Castellanos back where he was oen March 9 w1 1 have its psychel&glcal
appesl teo seme voters.

‘ (UNCLASSIFIED) ORTODOXOS3- QUALIFY IN ONLY THREE PROVINCES. The
Supreme Electoral Tribunal ruled against the effort of the regis~
tered Ortodexes.te quallfy for the elections in Habana and Las
Villas ?rov1nces, recognizing their right to run candidates in

Camaguey, Pinar del Rio and OUriente (except for the. Victoria de
las Tunas Municipality.) ~

(OFFICIAL USE ONLY) PSP sLBCTION STAND. Literature circulated
clandestinely by the Communist Partide Secialista Popular makes it
clear that while condemning Grau for cerruption and his anti-
Communist record, the Party will urge members and sympathizers to
vote for him as "a vote against the digtator'. This is called "the
negative vete'"., The campaign is accompanied by what leoks like
@ half-~hearted effort at "united front" tactics consisting éf an
appeal to abstentionist Ortodoxes and Priistas to vote against
Batista.

(UNCLASSIFIED) CTC ALD POLITICS:; CANDIDATE &?WUSES TO RESIGN

UNION OFFICE. Conrado BECJUER, Vice Secrctary -General of the Sugar
Workers' Federation (FNTA) and Secretary of its Las Villas Federa-
tlon, whe has been nominated for representative on the Las Villas
Auténtico ticket, has indicated publlcly that ne will not take
leave from his union pesitions despite the Confederation of Cuban
Workers' (CTC) ruling 1hat 2ll unien officials must do so when
- they run for public cffice. DBecause of. CTC General Secretary
Mujal's power and his repeated emphatic references to this ruling,
a tense and interesting situaticn has been created.

(OFFICIAL USKE ONLY) Comment. Becquer bases his stand on
the autonomy of the member uniens and the fact that the rules of
the FNTA do not require him to resign. Mujal answers that the
CTC ruling is not merely that of the Executive but was taken by a
national congress. The underlying facts are that while the CIC
unions have theeretical autenomy, power and command lie with the
CTC leadership in a degree remarkable in a free trade union move~
ment. The FNTA situation is complicated by the’ fact that Secretary
General MARTINEZ is also a candidate~and presumably will take '
electoral leave, which would put Becquer in line to take his place
during the campaign. _—J
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{nﬁ (UNCLASSIFISED) MARINHLLO ACQUITIED AGAIN. - Fer the third tim

in ten dayg a2 progecution of Juan MARINELLO failed when the Urgency
Court acquitted him and a half dozen more Cemmunist leaders August
on charges of subversive activities based on literature found by
the police in the offices of a Vedade taxi drivers' union. These
three fallures in prosecutions against Marinelle fellew eon a number
of others in recent months. p :

(LIMITED OFFICIAL USE) PRESIDENT'S FINANCIAL INTEREST IN NEW
RADIO CHATN. President Batista is reliably reperted to have at
Lease a 50 per cent financial interest in the eight-station Cadena
Nacional Cubans radio network which went en the air August 1 wit
cigar-ranufacturer Jose I, PIXDRA as president, Piedra is a long-
time Elose friend of Betista's son-in-law, Antenioe PEREZ Benitea.
Batista had heavy financial interests in the old Cadena Azul (Blue
Network), which closed last February in a labor dispute involving

vonly the Habans statien. The same intericr stasions which made up
Cadena Azul are now incorporzted inte the CNC line-up, but the :
Habans station is & new one, | |

(UNCLASSIPIND) GUATSMALA. New bloodshed in Custemala drew
considerable attenvicn from editorisl writers and columnists, A
lead editorial in &1 Munde suggested the nebulous truce between the :

‘Guatemalan Army and Lt. Cel. CASTILLO Armas! "Liberation Army" can- !
not long endure, that only by orderly electoral process can Guate- |
mala really resolve its political aifficulties, Bxcelsior deplered §
the incident as giving comfort to the Communists and complicating E
Guatemala's return to normalicy but Telt Castillo armas rightly
emerged strenger cnan ever, Diarie de la karina simiiarly felt
that the incident was a ssvere political setback for Guatemala and
criticized Castille Armas for not retiring his "Liberation Army"
before the shooting began. Hore severely, Tiempo en Cuba termed
the conflict another victory fer fascism and Laumented that Guate-
mala's future is in the hands of Castille Armas' scidiers, waom
it called ignorant beasts ol a kind that could bs easily influenced .
by the Communists. Tiempe called the conflict a frustrated ceunter-
revolutien, Alerta praised the cadets of the Military Academy fer
their action and launched anew inte charges of United Fruit financ-
ing of Castille Armas. '

(UNCLASSiFIED) CCOLCMBiA} The papers that commented on the
election of General Gustavo ROJAS Finilla saw it as the fair
expression of a mature, medel democracy from whicih other American
states can learn much., They praised Rejas Pinilla's leadership
and Colombia's democratic process. :
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*} (UNCLASSIFIED) ASIA. One commentater predicted Formesa weuld
be the next military target for the Communists in Asia, while anether
praised the United States pledge of military support te Formosa in-
case of Red attack, saying this should serve te cancel any Cemmunist
plans te invade that island. Juan Lufs MARTIN in El Munde said that-
Sla@ is legically next en the Communist list because she is militarie
ly indefensible, requiring no seftening up by Red infiltratien.
Excelsior expressed disgust that seutheast Agian nations have not
- concurred immediatelv in a pact (SEATO) against Cemmunist advances
and viewed their hesitatien as another indication eof inmexcusable -
- apathy, E
_ ~(UNCLASSIFIED) TUNIS. El Munde said editorially that France's
concessions to Tunis do net begin te satisfy the urgent needs of
the Arab pepulations and natienalistic troubles there and in .
Morocce are beund te continue unless she ®an establish a mere stable
association with her protectorates, Commentators in Infermacién
and El Mundo similarly pictured MENDES~FRANCE as pressed te liquie
date the African possessions rather than risk a war which weuld
destrey what little remains of the French econeomy.

(UNCLASSIFIED) EUROPSAN DEFENSE. Excelsior and Informacién
said inertia on the part ef France and Italy in cennectien with

the Eurepean defense pact is forcing the United States te look te

Spain for help in defending the Western world against Communism.
Excelsier noted that France and England seught to bleck a United
States=Spain agreement enly a year agoe and now cannet be counted on
for Eurepean defense, Had the clamers of Paris and Lenden been
acceeded te then, Excelsior said, the United States would have ne
friends in the 0ld World teday. '

(UNCLASSIFIED) FORWSIGN AID. Several commentators praised
President EISENHCWER's plea fer increased foreign aid funds, and
Diarie de la Marina said editorially that while Latin America has
resented preferred sttention to Europe, net one nation in this hemis-
phere has failed to recognize the need for continuing such aid. '
This attitude, said Diarie de la Marina, is based on the knowledge
that the security eof this hemisphere depends on the security of
the free world against Cemmunism. = The newspaper, added, however, that
United States legislation cutting the Cuban sugar queta would be
economic aggression endangering the security of the Americas to
the direct benefit of the Communists. ~ '

Navy

{UNCLASSIFILD) NAVAL HOSPIYAL TO Bs BUILE. On August 9
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(President Batista laid the cornerstene of the Naval Hespital te be
built en & high hill acress from the bay from Habana. At present
naval personnel is cured for at the crewded Campe Columbia military
hespital. ~The new eone will have between 250 and 300 beds and will
try to match th? facilities of U.S. naval hespitals.

(OFFICIAL USE ONLY) Cemment. The Cuﬂun Navy has informally

indicated its desire for assistance in equ{pplng the hespital. This.

office unders*ands that the equipment required is not available

under MDAP.

Army, Air
- Negative,

7

Carlos C. Hall
Chargé d'Affaires ad interim

Participants: CCHall, HiRandall,ACertosime, RGCushing, WBCaldwell
CAndcrsan, JdeZengotita, Krisel (NA).
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