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The Habana press gave wide publlciby to United Press and
Associated Press reports, datelined July 18 and 20, respectively,
from Washington, which quoted from the Department’' s letter of
June 29, 1953, to Representative William C. LANTAFF, regarding
charges av alnat President BATL{STA of pro-Communism and the
evidence avallable to Lhe Ue>urtment that does not support such
charges. .
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The UP despatch quotéd only the 13 items of evidence
enumerated in the Denartment's letter but did so with deletlons
and summarizations and with at least one substantive error when
it translated the words "left out" in item 13 as "expulsados".
The AP report quoted much more extensively and more accurately,
from the Department's letter. There are enclosed clippings
giving the UP story as it appeared in Diario de la Marina and
the AP despatch as published by El IMundo.
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The first reaction to the publication of the Department'
letter came from the Partido Accidn Unitaria (PAU) which was
described in item 13 of th. letter as having been organized
by former and alleged Communists of the old PAU who had been
left out.of its successor, the Partido Accidn Prouresista (PAP).
Rafael Angel ACUIRRE Hencurrel, president of the PAU National -
Or-anizing Committee (Comité Gestor Nacional), and Primitivo
RAMIREZ Med;na, a member of the PAU hxecutive Committee, called
at the Embassy to deny that the PAU was formed by "many former
Communists and alleged Communists" who had been "expelled" from
the old PAU. The use of the word "expelled" was, of course,
based on the UP version of the Department's letter,

There are enclosed copies of memoranda prepared by the
Smbassy officer who received Aguirre and Ramirez. It will be .
noted that they claimed that the PAU included few, if any,
‘ex-Communists and no outright Communists; that the orzanization
[;» of the new PAU was die to internal problems involved in §he
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{mﬁ transition of the old PAU into the PAP; Cthat the new PAU sympa- 1
thigzed with and supported the Batista regime; that its members
had not been expelled from the PAP; and that they themselves
held government jobs and were well and favorably known to Batista.

sxcept for Guillermo PLREZ Lamy, who is the Recording
Secretary (Secretario de Actas) of the PAU National Or:anigzing
Comnittee and who is indicated by information available to the
mbassy to be a Communist or a Communist sympathizer, none of
the persons who registered the PAU and comprise its National
Orpranizing Committece and lLixecutive Committec are known to the
kmbassy to be Communists, former Communists, Communist sympa-=
thizers or fellow travelers. ;

Various CAS reports (the latest of which was transmitted
to the Department by despatch No. 96 of July 14, 1953) have
indicated that the PAU rescistered by Aguirre and others is a
front organization which the Communist Partido Socialista
Popular (PSP) will utilize for its own purposes as developments
‘in the political situation may require. Under such circumstances
an investigation rsuch as that demanded by Asuirre and Ramirez
(seec enclosed memoranda) might nossibly uncoveér no. derogatory
information regarding the organizers of the PAU but still leave
the party in the position of a "stooge" set up as a Communist
vehicle. It is the wmbassy's understanding that the new PAU was
registered by the Communists, utilizing for that purpose obscure
and little-known persons whose Communist conrnections are well
concealed. « '

It may be observed that item 4 of the Department's letter
to Representative Lantaff might well be coustrued by the not-
too=-well-informed reader as meaning that the break in diplomatic
relations with the USOR was deliberately engineered by . Cuba.
Actually, as reported in despatch Now 1643 of April 4, 1952,
Russia broke off relations and it is the dmbascy's understanding
that the Cubun refusal to permit Sofiet diplomatic couriers to
enter the country wos nov designed to oreciplitate a break, any
more than breaks were piznied with ofher countries to which
normal facilities were refused pending recognition of the Batista

coles.s The preaking oF relations by iussia fcocllowing the
couricr incident was w.l ruseen by the Cuban Goveroasot. In
conversation with tne A bossudor a llinistry of Stete officisl
described the break as "Batista luck".

The Commnist nress has reoresented the Departuent's
letiber Lo Representative Lantaff as being Washin:ton's
Tadamission, confirmation and ratification of Comuunist
charges that every act of Batista's :overnment mentioned in
- the letter was "dictated" by Washington. It ascribed the

: letter to a desire to have it known that Washin ton is pro=-
tﬁ_&ecting "its" goYernment in Cuba and described it as a "slap ;
-in the face'" for Prio and other opposition leaders who were
' SuCRET o
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[ trying to outdo Batista in currying favor in Washington. “1

The Communists declared that the letbter was proof that the
United States supported the Cuban Government's refusal to
restore the 1940 Constituti on and the 1943 Klectoral Code
and its "repressive and anti-democratic measures". A
clippiny from Hoy is pHClOqu of an editorial on the subject
by the Communist newspuper's dlreptor.

The norn-Communist press has not commented extensively
on the letber. Avance cordemned the charges of Eliseo RIERA
Gomez that gave rise to Lhe letter as = "maneuver against our
sovereilgnty" that was "intended to open the door to foreign
intervention® and set Lhe "State D@odrtment ajsainst the €Cuban
Government™. Pueblo re urded the letter as "consolidating -
Batista's posifion abroad"™ aud as a blow to Batista's opposition,
It took advantagse of the opportunliy Lo criticize the United
States for supporting strong repgimes that are anti-Communistic
but at btie samce time being unmindful of the rceuaction of Latin
Anerican pcoplo to U. U. countepeancing the "horrors of Santo
“Domingo, Honduras, Nicaragua and orher countries™.

%

For the Ambassador:

Barl T. Crain »
Acting Gounselor of Imbassy

¥
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Boclosures:
No. 1 - Press clippings
Noe 2 = Co>1es of Memoranda
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- If the PAU preferred to remain as a separate entity and did not

blems which had arisen at the time of the reorganization of the

FILMOR AL DU
July 20, 1953

To: The Ambassador

From: J. Canter

Subject: PAU Leaders Protes! Allegation that Party is
. Pro-Communist

v

I received the visit tiis morning of Dr. Rafael A. Aguirre
Rencurrell, who claimed that he was the President of the Partido
Accidn Unitaria (PAU), and wr. Frimitivo Ramirez Medina, who
sald he was a member of the wxecutive Comcittee of that narty.
HMr. Cushing was present during the interview,

Aguirre and Ramirez stated that the purpose of their visit :
was to deny the allegation that the PAU was made up of '"many i
ex-Communists and presumed Comaunists' who were expelled from !
Batista's PAU when the party was reorganized in December 1952
as the Partido de Accién Progresista (PAP). (A statement to
this effect had uppeared in the UP story of July 18 out of
Weshington quoting a letter from the Jepartment of State to
Re resentative William C. Lantaff of Kiami Springs, Florida. - :
This story appeared prominently in Habana newspaper on July 19.)

According to Aguirre and Ramirez, Lhe AU had few, if any,
ex-Communists on its rolls and certainly no outright Communists.

‘oin forces with the PAP, this was due entirely to internal pro-

original PAU into the PAP. There was never any question of the
new PAU beingz made up of expelled members of the original PAU.
Indeed, they declared, the PAU was in sympathy with and zave
support to the Batista regime and, actually, both men occupiled
positions in the government--Aguirre as a "letrado conciliador
asesor™ of the Ministry of Labor, and Ramirez as a postal
inspector in the Ministry of Communications, as well as auditor
of the Bolsas Nacionales de Confecciones, an organization
associated with the Ministry of Labor. The two men further .
declared that they were well and favorably known t. President

Batista.

Asuirre said that his political views were conservative
in nature, and that he was a graduate of the Colegio de Belén
(Jesuit) and a member of the Agrupacidén Catdlica Universitaria. :
He stated that he was the youngest political leader in Cuba
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( (28 years old) and that his political future would be ruined
if the PAU were tainted as a pro-Communist party. He offered
to bring to the mmbassy a complete list of all members of the’
Executive Committee of the PAU.

Aguirre and Ramirez requested that a thorough investigation
be made of the political leanings of Lhe PAU and that after the
investigation the Department of State should issue a declaration
concerning the results.

I told the men that I would bring the matter to 1he
attention of - ha nolitical section of the Embassye.

-

JCanter:ep

ce: Mr, Crain
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MisMURANDUM
July 22, 1953
TO: K. T. Crain
FRUM: J. Canter
SUBJLECT:  Visit ol Rafael A. Apuirre ;

RaPEReNCE: My Memorandum of July 20, 1953

Dr. AGUIRRZ came in this afternoon to leave with me a
list of the principal officers of the Partido Accidn Unitaria,
as he had offered during our conversation of July 20. I attach
the list. '

Dr. Aguirre said that he considered it quite necessary
that an investigation by the Department of State of the political
cclor of the PAU be made as soon as possible, since the interests
of the party were being damaged by the allegation that it was
composed of Communist elements. He further said that the PAU
had beern hoping to enter the government at some time in the
not-too~-distant future and that without a clarificati on of its
ideology, the possibility of its doing so was remote.

In any case, he added, the party was going to issue a
‘statement denying the pro-Communist allegation. It had occurred
to him that perhaps the notion that the PAU was Communist re-
sulted from a statement to that effect which had been published
some time ago by La Campafia, a :iewspaper he characterized as
exigsting entirely on blackmail.

JCanter:rc
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DIARIO DE LA MARINA

“El Gobierno de Cuba—dice ¢

deémostrado su posicién frente
WASHINGTON, julic 18. {(Uni-{reson

ted).—FKl representante a 1a Camars
Willlam C, Lantaff, de Miami
Springs, Florida, facilité hoy a Ia
United Press una certa del Departa-
mento de Estado en la cus} se recha.
zan log alegatos formulados por un
residente en la Florida, relalivos a
que el Presidente de Cuba, mayor
general Fulgencio Batista, es pro-
comunista,

La carta, fechada el 20 de junio,
fué dirlgida a Lantaff después que
éste envid al Deparlamento una co-
ieccion de articulos en los que se
eritica al Gobierno de Batista, fir-
mados por Elisep Riera Gomes,
¢uien dijo que residia en Coral Ga-
bles, Florida, lugar enclavado en el
deriLo congresional de Lantaff,

El Jegislador envié a Ja Cancille-
ria coplas mimeogratiadas de los ar-
ticulos, después que Ricra Gomez
se los remitié y le pidié que le con-
testara,

T.a carta del! Departamento de Es-
tado esta firmada por Thurston B,
Morton, secretario auxiliar de Rela-
ciones Congresionales.

El documenio ingluye trece razees
nes por lag cuales la Cancilleria re-
chazé los alegatos contra el Primer
rMaglstr?do cubano, -

He aqui esas irece razones:

“Primera~Ei régimen de Batista
ha formulade satisfactoriag decla-
raciones publicas y privadas respec-
fo a sus propésitox de adoptar medi-
das para el control del comunismo

“Segur;dn.fnqat!e
tista ha continukdo, dem
sicion anticomunista’e)
esinciones plblie
“Tercera— El°

forma solida sl lado
Unidog contra los atagues.
tag, y se ha destacado - enisus: refus-
;acionea de numerosor aleépatos:ro-
04, B i i .
“Cuarta,—La ruptura’ de las re
clones con la U, R, 8§, 8, &l 4 de abril
de 1952, fué precipitada’por la ad-
ministraciéon de Batista al negarse a
Fcrmxt!r a un correo diplomatico de
a U. R 5. 8. entrar en.Cubs con
valijas diplomaticas el dia 21 de
marzo  de 1882, fecha en . que la
U. R. 8 8. ain no habfa extendido
su reconocimiento a 18 administra-
¢itn de Batista,

“Quinta,—Una legislacién para es-
tablecer -una comisién investigadora
de las actividades comunistag . en.
Cuba fué gresentada en la primera
sesién celebrada por el Consejo Con-
sultivo, el 22 de mayo de, 1852 F8
iebrero de 1953, una comision N?e‘
tres miemhbros del Consejo:de Mi
nistrog cubano fué .designada pa-
ra redactar un proyecto de ley con-
ducente al control del comunismo;
en Cuba, Se tiene entendiuo que esa;
legislacion ha sido redactada y se

internacional en Cuba antex de su

.cién progresiva, Este grupo, desde’

encuenira shora bajo 12 considera-
cién del Gabinete,

vSexta~-La Administracién ha al-
terado el Cédigo Electoral de ‘tal
manera que sera dificil al Partido
Comunista lenar los requisitos exi-
gidog para presentarse en las elec-
ciones seialadas para el primero de
junjo de 1954, |

“Séptima~—Desde o1 14 de marzo
de 1952, la administracién de Batis-
ta v la dirigencia aniicomunista mi-
Ntante de Iz Confederacién de Tra-
bajadores de Cuba se han presiado
apoyo mutuo,

“Octava—En la fecha del golpe,
publicaciones comunistas de Cuba
atacaron violentamente a Batista,
Hlamandole *titere fascista del im-
perialismo yvanqui” entire otraz- co-
sas, y esag publicaciones hail conti-
nuado en 12 misma actitud desde
entonces, N

"Novena~Log ‘principales diri-|
gentes del Partide Socialista Popu- |
lar, tales como Blas Roca, han ata-
cado a Batista -piblica y repetida-
mente. Se han encaminadg, hasta el
presente  sin éxito, & formar un
“frente unide de masas” en la opo-;
sicion. i

“Décima.—Las Oficinas dell Parti-; .
do Comunista ¥ establecimientos
editoriales de la mis=a filiacién han
sido repetidamente asaltados ¥ da- |
nados en aigunos casos, |
. “Oncena~—Comunistas y simpati-
i zadores de los comunistas han sido |
"arrestados repetidamente para ser
interrogados por las autoridades,
*Decimosegunda,—Mitines ‘deco~ .
munistas v de comunistas intilirados :
han sido disueltos, y han sido dene-"
gados permisos para celeBrar actog’
de ese ti L . C

p -
! el Partidg fué reconocido en diciem-
bre de 1852 como_ el partido de ac-

entonces, organizé Siro-Partide -de:
Accion Unitaria en mayo de 1953,
separandose de ese modo de la Ad-
ministracion, .






