VETERANS oro;oanu WARS
THE UNITED STATES
- ASHTABULA, POST 943

4732 Valley View Blvd.
Ashtatula, Ohio
September 2, 1947

Hon. Michael Kirwan
House of Representatives,
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Kirwan:

At the last session of Congress a resolution was
passed pledging the government of the United States to
partiocipate in the celebration of the 50th anniversary
of Cuban independence. ,

Now I don't know Just what féﬂ the rament parti-

eipation will take but should the powers-that-be decide
to send some of the men who helped to free , I would

1ike to have my name considered.

I vas a memdber of Co. @, 2nd U.S. Infantry and parsi-
oipated in all the battles before Santiage, centracted
yellow fever and was left behind when my regiment came
north. I recovered enough to travel and came north on
the whlp that bere the last of the B6th army corps. Reeo-
ords in Vashington will verify the above statements.

~ At the present time I am quartersaster of Post 543
and ‘oommander of Ashtabula county council 9. F. ¥, and
any iaformstion or help that would assist me in returning
to ﬁ%’m celebration of Cuban independence,
would \ be appreciated by me.

Thanking you in advance, I remain

Yours in comradeship,

s/ Harry & Volfe
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My dear Mr. Kkirwaa:

I have your communiscation of mm 15, 1947, o
closing & letter dated September 2, fron itr, Barey A,
Wolfe, 4738 Valley Viev Boulevard, Ashtadula, Ohis, in
whieh he requests any infermatien whieh nnﬁ

to him in arreaging a visit So Cuba.

Be passport or visa is required of Amerisan esitisens
on Cuba for a temporary visit. Sinee Xr. Velfe is
pre an Amsrican eitisen, he weuld require »o doew-
sentation other than evidenee of his sitisenshipy. g

The Cengress, last July, passed a Gensurreat Resolw~-
tion ereating a Joliat oo-u‘oo % an
for the ieipation in the o (] sole-

tien of Andependence &ur the summer of 1048,
the riftieth anniversary of the visteries of the mill
snd naval forees of the United States and their Ouben
hﬂomqﬂntﬁl. I understand that this pluti
has deen t to attention of the Uuban Exdasiy ia
V¥ashington that considsration is be iven %o
for the fortheoming selebration. The  § of
mﬂu every possibdle assistanes the “l'h

_ 0 .M, Velfe's letter 1s returned herevith as requested.
s ! Por the Gounseler

crmi1a/Cclily’ IS8
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Memorandum of /Conversafion

Telephone '
DATE: October 24, 1947

SUBJECT: Cuban invitation to Spanish-American War Veterans
to visit Cuba on 50th anniversary of Spanish-
American War.

PARTICIPANTS: Mr. Ralph F. Crain

ARA - Mr. Woodward

COPIES TO: CRB
American Embassy, Hebsna (Informally)

-~
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Mr. Crain informed Mr. Woodward that, durlng the annual
encampment of the Spanish-American War veterans at Kansas
City this pesst summer, an invitation was extended by the
President of Cuba through the Cuban Consul at Kansas City
for all Spanish-American War veterans to visit Cuba on the
occasion of the 50th anniversary of the Spanish-American
War next year.

Mr. Crain said that there are only a few American
veterans of the Spanish-American War and that they are
rather feeble. As far as I could make out from his rather
rambling conversation, he wanted to know only whether the
State pepartment thought it would be a good 1dea for these @)
veterans to accept the invitation of the Ccuban Government. 0))
I told him that I thought it would be very appropriate if :2
the veterans should find it possible to do so.

Transmitted to Fic'¢ "‘"m DS.4
‘\Q.\l : k ‘. = e ‘YA...—--~—-'--'"—"—-—— To mgrlcan' Enlbassy’ \\
Q

———— ; i UNCLASSIFIED P RRRIE H éb[ana' SRR 3y
u ’ ............................................. \
ARA: R‘%odward has " Por: Information =~ N

10/24/47 | Div: ARA By.RFW NORL.
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DATE: January 2
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Concern of Spanish Government Over Celebration by United
States of Fiftieth Anniversary of Cuban Independence.

Qo B

lir. Horsey (WE) informed me this afternoon that the

Spanish Government has informally expressed its concern . .-

of the undue emphasis which might be given in the Presi-
dent's message to the Joint Houses of Congress on April 19

to Cuban "liberation" from Spain.

He inquired whether it

might not be possible to have the date of April 19 changed
to lMay 20 which, he pointed out, is the date celebrated by
the Cubans to commemorate the establishment of the Cuban

Republic.

Mr. Horsey was informed that the date had been selected

by a Joint Congressional Committee, and that the President
and the Ambassador of Cuba had already approved of it. It
would, therefore, be difficult to effect a change at this
point. Cuba, moreover, became a republic in 1902, and,
therefore, May 20 would have no special significance this
year., According to the wording of H. Con. Res. 108, the
celebration will, in fact, commemorate "the fiftieth
anniversary of the victories of the military and naval
forces of the United States and their Cuban allies in the
war with Spain, resulting in the liberation of Cuba". I
agreed with lr. Horsey, however, that the President's
remarks would have to be carefully worded to avoid offense
to Spain, and 'ventured the opinion that such a speech could

be drafted.

cc: American Embassy, Habana,

CON.FILF\ITIAL

Debovtmy, by
“ §

0, >
AMENILAR o NG e i

£8 - 37948

27

Siv°® /g8

8¥lS-1/

R AT ] ‘/{f,



	DSC_1862
	DSC_1863
	DSC_1864
	DSC_1865

