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R O B B E R Y  - - - - - - -  

kU.ION L)OL\IESTEVEZ, ) 
e t  a l ,  

There  a p p e a r e d  i n  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  S t a t e  

A t t o r n e y ,  S i x t h  F l o o r ,  b l e t r o p o l i t a n  Dade County J u s t i c e  

B u i l d i n g ,  1351  N .  W. 1 2 t h  S t r e e t ,  filiami, F l o r i d a ,  on 

Nednesday,  September 1 3 ,  19 72 ,  a t  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  3:05 p.m., 

t h e  f o l l o w i n g :  

W1LLI;LII R. TUNKEY 
A s s i s t a n t  S t a t e  A t t o r n e y  

J .  C .  IIARNON 
A l c o h o l ,  Tobacco F i rea rms  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  T r e a s u r y  

G .  R .  HAVENS 
P u b l i c  S a f e t y  Department 
Dade County,  F l o r i d a  

J .  J .  LAZZERI 
P u b l i c  S a f e t y  Department 
Dade County, F l o r i d a  

JOSE CMTO 
4311 S. i?. Second T e r r a c e  
Miami, F l o r i d a  

VINCENT OLLER 
I n t e r p r e t e r  
P u b l i c  S a f e t y  Department  
Dade County, F l o r i d a  

J E A N  B0WlAi;V 
R e p o r t e r  

\WEREUPON THE WITNESS, AFTER B E I N G  

FIRST DULY SWORN, TESTIFIED AS 

TIWNSLATED BY THE INTERPRETER, AS 

FOLLOWS : 

JOSE CANTO 

Q (By P l r .  Tunkey) S t a t e  y o u r  name and  home 

a d d r e s s .  
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A J o s e  Canto .  

Q Your a d d r e s s ?  

A 4311 S. W. Second T e r r a c e ,  Miami. 

Q Do you have a  phone number a t  t h a t  a d d r e s s ?  

A 443-6228. 

q Are you employed? 

A I  work f o r  m y s e l f .  I have a  s c h o o l  bus 

company. 

Q Do you have an o f f i c e ,  and i f  s o ,  where i s  

i t  l o c a t e d ?  

A Yes,  s i r ,  1626 Nest  F l a g l e r  S t r e e t .  

Q The t e l e p h o n e  number? 

A 642-4100.  

Q I n  $ larch  o f  19 72 ,  d i d  you have o c c a s i o n  t o  

p u r c h a s e  a  b o a t ?  

I bought  i t  b e f o r e  Narch. 

Khen d i d  you buy i t ?  

I believe i t  was i n  Februa ry .  

O f  1972? 

1972.  

\\There d i d  you p u r c h a s e  i t ?  

A t  t h e  P i r a n h a  Boat C o r p o r a t i o n .  

l iou ld  you s p e l l  i t .  

P -  I-R-A-N-H-A. 

The P i r a n h a  Boat  C o r p o r a t i o n  i n  P e r r i n e ?  

In  P e r r i n e .  

From whom d i d  you p u r c h a s e  t h e  b o a t ?  

The owner o f  t h e  f a c t o r y ,  Ramon Dones tevez .  

Now, Iiow much d i d  you pay f o r  t h e  b o a t ?  

A l i t t l e  o v e r  $12,400.  

Did you pay c a s h  f o r  t h e  b o a t ,  o r  d i d  you 

have a  mortgage on i t ?  

A I  f i n a n c e d  p a r t  o f  i t .  

J O S E  CANTO 



(2 \Vhat was y o u r  down payment? 

A A s  f a r  a s  I c a n  r e c a l l ,  i t  was a b o u t  

$ 4 , 4 3 6 .  

Y A11 r i g h t ,  was t h e  b o a t  i n s u r e d ?  

A Ishen I  f i n a n c e d  i t ,  t h e  bank r e q u i r e d  t h a t  

I p u t  i n s u r a n c e  on i t .  

Q i'ihat bank f i n a n c e d  t h e  b o a t ?  

A Nidway N a t i o n a l  Bank a t  F l a g l e r  a n d  7 3 r d  

Avenue, West F l a g l e r  a n d  73 rd  Avenue. 

(2 Why d i d  you  p u r c h a s e  t h i s  b o a t ?  

A Fo r  p l e a s u r e .  I a lways  wan ted  t o  have  

o n e .  

(2 Nhat  income d i d  you  r e p o r t  l a s t  y e a r ?  

A I  h a v e n ' t  done l a s t  y e a r ' s  income t a x .  

Q Can you e s t i m a t e  f o r  me, p l e a s e ,  wha t  y o u r  

i n c o ~ i e  was l a s t  y e a r ?  

A About $10 ,000 ,  $10,000 t o  $11 ,000 .  

Q i ihat were y o u r  month ly  payments  on t h e  

b o a t ?  

A About $211.  

q Do you own y o u r  home? 

A Yes. 

Q Is it s t i l l  mor tgaged ,  o r  wha t?  

A I s t i l l  owe on i t .  

Q \That a r e  y o u r  month ly  payments  on  t h e  

h o u s e ?  

A They j u s t  i n c r e a s e d  t h e  payment t o  $112 ,  

i n c l u d i n g  t a x e s  and  i n s u r a n c e .  
- 

Q Are you m a r r i e d ?  

A D ivo rced .  

Q Do you pay month ly  a l imony o r  s u p p o r t ?  

A No. 

Q Do you have  any c h i l d r e n ?  
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A Yes ,  f rom my f i r s t  m a r r i a g e .  I  d o n ' t  

pay  a n y  a l imony .  Fly e x - w i f e  h a s  r e m a r r i e d .  

(2 A l l  r i g h t ,  what  happened  t o  t h e  b o a t ?  

A They s t o l e  t h e  b o a t .  

Q Nhere was t h e  b o a t  when i t  was s t o l e n ?  

A I t  was a t  t h e  C i t g o  S e r v i c e  S t a t i o n  on 

F l a g l e r  and  1 6 t h  Avenue. 

? Why was i t  t h e r e ?  

A An i n s p e c t o r  f rom t h e  C i t y  went  t o  my h o u s e  

and  t o l d  me i f  I wanted  t o  keep  i t  a t  my h o u s e ,  I  would 

have  t o  make a  g a t e  i n  t h e  f e n c e ,  b u i l d  a  g a t e  i n  t h e  f e n c e ,  

and  b a c k  i t  i n t o  t h e  l o t .  

Q And t h e  b o a t  was s t o l e n  from t h i s  g a s  

s t a t  i o n ?  

A Yes.  

(2 Was t h e  b o a t  s e c u r e d  i n  any f a s h i o n  when it 

was s t o l e n ?  

A The t r a i l e r  t owing  bowl ,  o r  w h a t e v e r  you c a l l  

t h a t ,  was e n c l o s e d  i n  s o m e t h i n g  w i t h  a  p a d l o c k  s o  i t  c o u l d n ' t  

b e  towed.  

q Do you  r e c a l l  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  when t h e  b o a t  was 

s t o l e n ?  

A I t  was a n i g h t  be tween  m i d n i g h t  and  7 : 0 0  

o ' c l o c k  a r o u n d  t h e  2 5 t h  o r  2 6 t h  o f  Fiarch. 

(2 1972?  

A 1972 .  

(4 Did you  r e p o r t  t h e  t h e f t  t o  t h e  p o l i c e ?  

A Yes ,  I  r e p o r t e d  i t  r i g h t  away t o  t h e  Miami 

P .  D. 

(2 Do you r e c a l l  t h e  o f f i c e r  t o  whom you made 

t h e  r e p o r t ?  

A I t  was a  p a t r o l  o f f i c e r  t h a t  came t o  t h e  

s t a t i o n .  
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Q Did  you  g e t  a  copy  o f  t h e  r e p o r t ?  

A I t h i n k  I h a v e  o n e .  

blR. TUNKEY: A l l  r i g h t ,  I w a n t  t h a t  p i c k e d  UP.  

I  w a n t  t o  f i n d  o u t  w h a t  t h e  c a s e  number i s  and  e v e r y t h i n g .  

INTERPRETER: 1Ie knows t h a t  h e  h a d  o n e ,  b u t  h e  

d o e s n ' t  know i f  h e  s t i l l  h a s  i t .  I t  may b e  b e t t e r  t o  go 

t o  t h e  C i t y  o f  Niami  and  p i c k  up a cop'y. 

MR. TUSKEY: I d o n ' t  c a r e  how you  g e t  i t ,  I j u s t  

w a n t  i t .  

Q (By b l r .  Tunkey) Do you  a c t u a l l y  know who 

s t o l e  t h e  b o a t ?  

A No. 

Q No ? 

A No. 

Q Have you  e v e r  s e e n  i t  s i n c e  t h e  time it 

was s t o l e n ?  

X No. 

(2 Have you  s e e n  t h e  b o a t  o r  t r a i l e r ?  

A I  t h i n k  I saw i t ;  I c o u l d  s w e a r  t h a t  i t  was 

my t r a i l e r ,  b u t  o f  c o u r s e  I c a n n o t  be c o m p l e t e l y  c e r t a i n .  

(2 I.% e r e  ? 

A I n  t h e  f a c t o r y  o f  D o n e s t e v e z .  

Q Kow, up u n t i l  b e f o r e  t h e  t i m e  you  b o u g h t  t h e  

b o a t  f r o m  D o n e s t e v e z ,  d i d  you  know h im?  

A No, I n e v e r  met  him,  b u t  I  h a d  h e a r d  o f  

h im  b e f o r e  i n  t h e  n e w s p a p e r s .  

(-2 Had you e v e r  s e e n  a  p i c t u r e  o f  h im  b e f o r e ?  

A I p r o b a b l y  h a d  s e e n  i t ,  b u t  I d o n ' t  remember.  

Q When you  p u r c h a s e d  t h e  b o a t  f r om D o n e s t e v e z ,  

d i d  D o n e s t e v e z  know whe re  y o u  l i v e d  o r  where  you  worked?  

A Yes.  

Q How d i d  h e  know t h a t ?  

A I h a d  t o  make an a p p l i c a t i o n  a n d  I h a d  t o  
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g i v e  a 1 1  t h e  d e t a i l s  t h e r e .  

Q When you  p u r c h a s e d  t h e  b o a t ?  

A F i v e  months b e f o r e  I g o t  t h e  b o a t  o r  b e f o r e  

I a c t u a l l y  bough t  t h e  b o a t ,  i n  F e b r u a r y ,  1972;  t h a t  i s ,  

f i v e  months b e f o r e  F e b r u a r y ,  1972 ,  I went  and  t a l k e d  t o  

h im,  b e c a u s e  t h e  b o a t  h a d  t o  be made on o r d e r .  I h a d  t o  

f i l l  o u t  a f o r n  t h a t  1 )ones tevez  f i l e d  f o r  me which was t o  

be  s e n t  t o  ,Washington,  t o  s e e  i f  an  a p p r o v a l  c o u l d  be  

o b t a i n e d  f o r  me t o  buy t h a t  k i n d  o f  b o a t .  On t h a t  fo rm 

t h a t  was s e n t  t o  \v 'ashington,  I h a d  t o  p u t  my a d d r e s s ,  my 

p l a c e  o f  b u s i n e s s  and s o  f o r t h .  About t h r e e  o r  f o u r  months  

a f t e r  t h a t  f o r n  was s e n t ,  Washington answered  y e s ,  t h a t  I 

c o u l d  p u r c h a s e  t h e  b o a t .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  

A A t  t h a t  t i m e  I r e c e i v e d  a  copy f rom Washing-  

t o n  i n d  Dones t evez  h a d  r e c e i v e d  a n o t h e r  copy ,  and a t  t h a t  

t i m e  h e ,  D o n e s t e v e z ,  c a l l e d  me t o  come o v e r  t o  t h e  f a c t o r y ,  

a n d  a t  t h a t  t i m e  we f i l l e d  o u t  an a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  t h e  bank 

l o a n .  

(I A l l  r i g h t ,  now, between t h e  time t h a t  t h e  

b o a t  was s t o l e n  and b e f o r e  t h e  r o b b e r y ,  d i d  you  s e e  Dones t evez  

d u r i n g  t h a t  t i m e ?  

A And t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  r o b b e r y ?  

Q B e f o r e  t h e  r o b b e r y .  

A I n  t h a t  t i m e ?  

Q Yes.  

A When t h e y  s t o l e  t h e  b o a t  f rom me, I went  t o  

s e e  Dones t evez  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

(I A l l  r i g h t .  

A To t e l l  him a b o u t  t h e  t h e f t .  

Q When d i d  t h a t  happen ,  i n  March? 

A About a week a f t e r  t h e  b o a t  was s t o l e n .  

Q A l l  r i g h t .  
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A T h a t  s h o u l d  be  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  A p r i l .  

hIR. TUNKEY: Have hiln t e l l  y o u ,  and  you  t e l l  t h e  

c o u r t  r e p o r t e r ,  what  was t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n  be tween Dones t evez  

a n d  h i m s e l f  when he  went  t o  s e e  him a b o u t  t h e  b o a t  b e i n g  

s t o l e n ?  

INTERPRETER: He e x p l a i n e d  t o  Uones t e v e z  t h a t  

somebody h a d  s t o l e n  h i s  b o a t  and  what c o u l d  h e  do.  He 

s a i d  h e  d i d n ' t  know what h e  s h o u l d  d o ;  t h e  b o a t  c o u l d  b e  

h e r e  o r  up n o r t h  and  t o l d  him t o  w a i t ,  t h a t  many b o a t s  were 

r e c o v e r e d .  There  were o t h e r  comments, b u t  - -  

!4R. TUNKEY: Uid h e  a c c u s e  Dones tevez  o f  s t e a l i n g  

t h e  b o a t ?  

INTERPRETER: No. 

btR.  TUNKEY: Nho e l s e  was p r e s e n t  d u r i n g  t h a t  

c o n v e r s a t i o n ?  

INTEWl'UlTER: When h e  a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  shop  on t h a t  

d a y ,  Dones t evez  was i n  t h e  s h o p ,  s o  t h e r e  were o t h e r  employees  

a r o u n d .  

NR.  TUNKEY: But who was i n  h e a r i n g  d i s t a n c e  o f  

t h e  c o n v e r s a t i o n ?  

INTERPRETER: He d o e s n ' t  b e l i e v e  s o ;  nobody h e a r d  

i t .  

NR.  TUNKEY: When was t h e  n e x t  t i m e  a f t e r  t h a t  

t h a t  h e  saw Dones tevez?  

INTERPRETER: He b e l i e v e s  a round  Nay he r e  t u r n e d  

t o  t h e  f a c t o r y .  tie r e t u r n e d  t o  t e l l  him t h a t  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  

h a d  n o t  p a i d  him a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  and  s i n c e  Dones tevez  h a d  

recommended t h e  bank a n d ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  company 

t h r o u g h  t h e  bank  - -  h e  was a  f r i e n d  o f  t h e  a g e n t  t h a t  i n -  

s u r e d  t h e  b o a t .  

MR. TUNKEY: So he  was w h a t ,  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  t h e  

i n s u r a n c e  money? 

INTERPRETER: R i g h t .  T h a t  was t h e  r e a s o n  he  went  
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t h e  r e .  

>!R. TUNKEY: W e n  was t h e  n e x t  t i m e  a f t e r  t h a t  

h e  saw D o n e s t e v e z ?  

INTERPRETER: Do you  want  t o  know any  more o f  t h e  

c o n v e r s a t i o n ?  

TUNKEY: No, u n l e s s  he a c c u s e d  D o n e s t e v e z  o f  

s t e a l i n g  t h e  b o a t .  

INTERPRETER: Do you  want  me t o  a s k  him t h a t ?  

JIR.  TUNKEY: Yes.  

IXTERPRETER: >do. 

NR.  TUNKEY: H e  d i d  n o t  a c c u s e  him o f  t h a t ?  

INTERPRETER: So.  

hIR. TUNKEY: Wnen was t h e  n e x t  t i m e  h e  saw him? 

INTERPRETER: A t  t h a t  t i m e ,  when h e  went  o v e r  

t h e r e  i n  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  Play, Dones t evez  t o l d  him t o  go and 

s e e  il-is a t t o r n e y  b e c a u s e  t h a t  was a p rob lem x i t h  t h e  i n s u r -  

a n c e  company t h a t  h e  c o u l d  n o t  s o l v e .  

hfK. TUNKEY: H e  d i d n ' t  answer  t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  when 

was t h e  n e x t  t i m e  h e  saw Dones t evez?  

INTERPRETER: T h a t  t i m e  i n  ?.lay h e  t o l d  h i m ,  

Dones t evez  t o l d  h im ,  " I f  you c o l l e c t  t h e  i n s u r a n c e ,  l e t  me 

know." A c o u p l e  o f  months a g o ,  when h e  c o l l e c t e d  t h e  i n s u r -  

a n c e ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e  h e  went  back  t o  t e l l  him h e  h a d  c o l l e c t e d  

t h e  i n s u r a n c e  and  t o  t h a n k  him i f  h e  h a d  done s o m e t h i n g  

l i k e  t a l k i n g  t o  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  a g e n t ,  and  h e  s a i d  a t  t h i s  

t i m e  i s  when h e  saw t h e  t r a i l e r .  

MR.  TUNKEY: \ \ hen  h e  saw t h e  t r a i l e r ,  d i d  h e  

a c c u s e  Dones t evez  o f  s t e a l i n g  t h e  b o a t ?  
d 

INTERPRETER: No, h e  s a i d  he  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  h e  was 

w a t c h i n g  t h e  t r a i l e r ,  l o o k i n g  a t  i t .  Wr. Can to  b e l i e v e s  

t h a t  Dones t evez  r e a l i z e d  h e  was s u s p i c i o u s  b e c a u s e  h e  was 

l o o k i n g  c l o s e l y  a t  t h e  t r a i l e r .  

blR. TUNKEY: But  n o t h i n g  was s a i d ?  

INTERPRETER: No. 
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fill{. TUiiKEY: Nhen was t h e  n e x t  t i m e  a f t e r  t h a t  

he  saw him? 

IIITERPRETER: The day  o f  t h e  r o b b e r y .  A t  t h a t  

t i m e ,  two months a g o ,  vhen  h e  saw h im,  h e  s a i d  t h a t  h e  

s h o u l d n ' t  b e  s o  s o r r y  f o r  l o s i n g  t h e  b o a t ,  s i n c e  h e  h a d  

c o l l e c t e d  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  and t h e  b o a t  p o s s i b l y  c o u l d  have  

been  i n  u s e  f o r  some p a t r i o t i c  m i s s i o n .  

N R .  TUNKE'I: Was t h e r e  any f u r t h e r  c o n v e r s a t i o n  

a b o u t  p a t r i o t i c  m i s s i o n s ?  

ISTEIWUTER: No. Dur ing  one  o f  t i l e  t i m e s  he 

went  t h e r e  w h i l e  t h e  b o a t  was b e i n g  b u i l t ,  Dones tevez  t o l d  

him t h a t  t h e y  were  p l a n n i n g  t o  go t o  Cuba t o  t a l k  t o  F i d e l  

C a s t r o  t o  c o n v i n c e  h im,  F i d e l  C a s t r o ,  t o  l e a v e  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  

s o  t h a t  Cuba c o u l d  be f r e e  a g a i n ,  and  t h e y  were  t h i n k i n g  

t h a t  F i d e l  C a s t r o  would  l e a v e  i n  1973.  ife t h o u g h t  t h e  

i-ihole t h i n g  was r i d i c u l o u s .  

Q (By Mr. Tunkey) What day  o f  t h e  week d i d  you  

g e t  robbed  o n ?  

F r i d a y .  

A t  what  t ime?  

I a r r i v e d  a t  t h e  f a c t o r y  a t  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  

P.BI.? 

Yes .  

Wow d i d  you g e t  t o  t h e  f a c t o r y ?  

My own car. 

Were you a l o n e ?  

Yes.  

\?'no t o l d  you  t o  go t o  t h e  f a c t o r y ?  

Ramon E s t e v e z .  

By t e l e p h o n e ?  

Yes. 

Nhen d i d  you r e c e i v e  t h e  phone c a l l ?  

J O S E  CAYTO 



A About 8 : 0 0  p.m. 

t l R .  TUNKEY: \$ha t  d i d  Dones tevez  s a y  on t h e  t e l e -  

phone? 

ISTERPRETER: T h a t  h e  had s o m e t h i n g  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  

t o  t a l k  t o  i ~ i m  a b o u t  and h e  was v e r y  h u r r i e d  and c o u l d  n o t  

e x p l a i n  a t  t h i s  t i m e  t h a t  i t  was c o n v e n i e n t  f o r  him t o  go. 

I .  T : To t h e  f a c t o r y ?  

INTLllPRETEK: To t h e  f a c t o r y .  Ile t h o u g h t  it  was 

a b o u t  h i s  b o a t ,  

1 .  T :  Okay. lihen h c  g o t  t o  t h e  f a c t o r y ,  

where d i d -  h e  go i n s i d e  t h e  f a c t o r y ?  

INTERPRETER: He p a r k e d  h i s  c a r ,  and  a s  h e  a p p r o a c h e d  

t h e  e n t r y  d o o r ,  he  was met by Dones t evez .  lie t o l d  him t o  

come i n t o  t h e  o f f i c e  and  t o l d  him t o  s i t  down. 

t I R .  TUNKEY: When he went  i n t o  t h e  o f f i c e ,  who 

was t h e r e  b e s i d e s  Dones tevez  and  h i m s e l f ?  

IXTERPRETLR: We h a d n l  t f i n i s h e d  s i t t i n g  when he  

tllen n o t i c e d  trio men on e a c h  s i d e  w i t h  guns - -  w i t h  p i s t o l s ,  

a c t u a l l y ,  i s  what  h e  s a i d .  

N R .  TUtIKEY: Wnat were t h e  men d o i n g  w i t h  t h e  

p i s t o l s ?  

IXTERPKETER: They p o i n t e d  t h e  p i s t o l s  a t  h i s  

head .  

N R .  TUNKEY: W e r e  was Dones tevez  when t h e  p i s t o l s  

\ ( e r e  b e i n g  p o i n t e d  a t  h i s  head?  

INTERPRETER: They came i n t o  t h e  o f f i c e ,  h e  s a t  

i n  a c h a i r  s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  one ( i n d i c a t i n g ) ,  and  Dones t evez  

came b e h i n d  a d e s k  i n  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  ( i n d i c a t i n g ) .  f le s a t  
d 

dovn and  saw t h e  g u n s ;  h e  l o o k e d  b a c k ,  and  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  

~ ~ h c n  he  t u r n e d  h i s  h e a d  f o r w a r d  a g a i n ,  he  saw Dones t evez  

p u l l i n g  h i s  gun o u t  f rom t h e  h i p .  

i k l R .  TUNKEY: Was it a p i s t o l ?  

INYERPRETEII: Yes, a p i s t o l ,  n i n e  m i l l i m e t e r .  
t 

MR.TUNKEY:  A n i n e  m i l l i m e t e r  p i s t o l ?  
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IiJTERPRETER: Yes.  

PIR. TUNKEY: Was i t  an a u t o m a t i c  o r  r e v o l v e r ?  

INTERPRETER: A p i s t o l .  

1 .  Y :  I n d i c a t i n g  an  a u t o m a t i c ,  r i g h t ?  

INTERPIIETER: K e l l ,  s e m i .  

b1K. TUNKEY: L e t  t h e  r e c o r d  r e f l e c t  i t  i s  a n  

a u t o m a t i c  p i s t o l .  L e t  t h e  r e c o r d  r e f l e c t  i t ' s  a s e m i -  

a u t o m a t i c  p i s t o l .  Did h e  n o t i c e  t h e  make o f  t h e  gun? 

INTERPRETER:  I t  was a  p i s t o l  i n  t h e  s t y l e  l i k e  

t h e y  c a l l  . 4 5 .  I t  c o u l d  be Span i sh -made  l i k e  t h e  Llama o r  

S t a r .  

PIR. TUNKEY: How a b o u t  t h e  o t h e r  men, w h a t  k i n d  

o f  guns  d i d  t h e y  h a v e ?  

INTERPRETER: They were ,  e x a c t l y  t h e  same t y p e  o f  

p i s t o l ,  a l l  t h r e e .  

NR. TUNKEY: Did h e  s e e  any o t h e r  weapons? 

INTERPRETER: He saw a r i f l e .  

h1K. TUNKEY: A r i f l e ?  What k i n d  o f  a  r i f l e ?  

INTERPRETER: He t h o u g h t  i t  was an  AR-15. 

MR. TUNKEY: He t h o u g h t  i t  was an AR-15? 

INTERPRETER: He s a i d  R-15. 

31R. TUNKEY: O r  AR-15? Ask him when h e ' s  t a l k i n g  

a b o u t  t h i s  AR-15 i f  t h i s  i s  an a u t o m a t i c  weapon. 

INTERPRETER: He had  s e e n  i t  i n  p i c t u r e s ,  a n d  h e  

h a d  s e e n  i t  i n  a gun s h o p .  I t ' s  a b o u t  a . 2 2  c a l i b e r .  

FIR. TUNKEY: Iie h a d  s e e n  p i c t u r e s  o f  it i n  a 

gun s h o p ?  

IiiTERPETER: lie h a d  s e e n  p i c t u r e s  and  h e  h a d  
- 

s e e n  a weapon a t  a  gun s h o p .  

MR. TUNKEY: Okay, w e ' l l  l e a v e  i t  a t  t h a t .  A l l  

r i g h t ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e  n i g h t  o f  t h e  r o b b e r y ,  d i d  h e  own 

a  p i s t o l  h i m s e l f ?  

INTERPRETER: He h a d  a r e v o l v e r .  

JOSE CANTO 



MR. T U N K E Y :  And where  was t h a t ?  Uhen h e  went  

i n t o  t h e  b u i l d i n g ,  where  was t h e  r e v o l v e r ?  

IXTERPRETER: I n  t h e  g l o v e  compartment  o f  h i s  

a u t o m o b i l e .  

N R .  TUNKEY: Itad h e  p l a n n e d  t o  t a k e  t h e  p i s t o l  o r  

t h e  r e v o l v e r  i n  w i t h  him t h a t  n i g h t ,  i n t o  t h e  s h o p ?  

INTERPRETER: L i t e r a l l y ,  what  h e  s a i d ,  "i\rllen you  

go t o  t h a t  a r e a  o f  P e r r i n e ,  y o u ' d  b e t t e r  t a k e  a  cannon  w i t h  

you.  f 1 

MR. TUNKEY: A l l  r i g h t ,  a f t e r  t h e  guns were  p o i n t e d  

a t  h i s  h e a d  by t h e  two men and  Dones t evez  was s t a n d i n g  t h e r e  

w i t h  t h e  K-15, t h e  AR-15, and t h e  o t h e r  weapon, who s p o k e  

f i r s t ?  

INTERPRETER: He s a y s  h e  s a i d  t o  D o n e s t e v e z ,  

"Khat is  t h e  meaning o f  t h i s ?  Are you c r a z y  o r  s o m e t h i n g ? "  

NR. TUNKEY: From t h e n  o n ,  I  want  h im t o  j u s t  

t r y  a n d  r e l a t e  wha t  was s a i d  a n d  what  went  on .  

INTERPRETER: The c o n v e r s a t i o n  on b o t h  s i d e s ?  

MR. TUNKEY: Yes, i n  s e q u e n c e ,  and t e l l  h im f rom 

t i m e  t o  t i m e  y o u ' r e  g o i n g  t o  i n t e r r u p t  him and  g i v e  an  answer  

and  c o n t i n u e  w i t h  i t  s o  i t  d o e s n ' t  g e t  l o s t .  

IXTERPRETEK: A f t e r  h e  s a i d  t h a t ,  t h e r e  was a  

l a p s e  o f  time i n  which t h e y  d i d n ' t  s a y  a n y t h i n g .  They 

j u s t  s t o o d  l o o k i n g  a t  h im,  p o i n t i n g  t h e  guns a t  h im,  and 

a p p a r e n t l y  t r y i n g  t o ,  h e  f e l t ,  w a i t i n g  t o  s e e  h i s  r e a c t i o n ,  

a t  which  t i m e  h e  k e p t  on s a y i n g ,  "Are you c r a z y ?  Vihat 's  

g o i n g  on?" A t  t h i s  t i m e  Dones teve2  h a d  t h e  p i s t o l  i n  h i s  

h a n d ,  and  t h i s  i s  b e f o r e  h e  g o t  t h e  AR-15 and  a f t e r  t h e  - 
l a p s e  o f  t i m e  where  eve rybody  was q u i e t ,  t h e  t h r e e  s u b j e c t s  

were  q u i e t ,  h e ,  D o n e s t e v e z ,  t o l d  h im ,  "This  i s  a  s e r i o u s  

m a t t e r ;  w e ' r e  n o t  p l a y i n g  games." tie s a i d  t h a t  t h e  r e a s o n  

t h i s  was h a p p e n i n g  was b e c a u s e  a  l o t  o f  t h e  Cuban p e o p l e  

a r e  n o t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  Cuban p rob lem and t h a t  h i s  g r o u p  
8 
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was n o t  a b o u t  t o  j u s t  l e t  t h i n g s  t o  s o  s l o w l y  i n  t h e  way o f  

p r o p a g a n d a  and  t h a t  t h e y  were  i n  n e e d  o f  money i n  o r d e r  t o  

buy some weapons a n d  t h i n g s  f o r  Cuba. A t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e  o t h e r  

s u b j e c t ,  whom hc c a l l s  t h e  s m a l l  b l o n d e  o n e ,  s a i d  - -  t h e  

s m a l l  b l o n d c  one  s a i d ,  "This  i s  t o  l i b e r a t e  a  c o u n t r y  you  

d o n '  t d e s e r v e . "  

bIR. 'I'USKEY: Fo r  t h e  r e c o r d ,  t h e  s m a l l  b l o n d e  one  

i s  who among t h e s e  p i c t u r e s  ( i n d i c a t i n g  p h o t o g r a p h s ) ?  

INTERPRETER: The FBI t o l d  him t h e  name o f  t h i s  

s u b j e c t  i s  Nava r ro .  

MR. TUNKEY: E m i l i o ?  

INTERPRETER: E m i l  i o  Yava r ro  . 
MR. TUNKEY: E m i l i o  N a v a r r o  Cespedes?  

INTERPRETER: The l a s t  one d o e s n '  t m a t t e r .  

NR.  TUNKEY: A c t u a l l y ,  t h e  name would b e  E m i l i o  

N a v a r r o .  Go o n ,  now. 

INTERPETER: E-le s a i d  i t  was k i n d  o f  c o n f u s i n g ,  

b u t  a t  t i n c s  t n e y  were  a l l  t a l k i n g  t o g e t h e r ,  b u t  a s  f a r  

a s  h e  c a n  r e c a l l ,  a t  t h i s  t i m e  Dones t evez  t o l d  him,  "k11, 

t h e r e ' s  n o  t i m e  t o  l o s e .  ! that  we n e e d  i s  we n e e d  t o  h a v e  

$SUO," t o  which h e  answered  t h a t  h e  d i d n ' t  have  t h a t  k i n d  

o f  money. A t  t h a t  t i m e  h e  p u t  away t h e  gun ,  t h e  p i s t o l .  

I .  T U N :  I n d i c a t e  names. The re  a r e  t h r e e  

p e o p l e .  

IXTEKPRETEK: I'm t a l k i n g  o f  D o n e s t e v e z ;  h e  p u t  

away t h e  p i s t o l  and g r a b b e d  t h e  AK-15. Dones t evez  s a i d ,  

" I f  you  d o n ' t  g e t  t h a t  money t o  me t o n i g h t ,  you w i l l  n o t  

g e t  o u t  o f  h e r e  a l i v e , "  t o  which h e  answered ,  "You ' re  g o i n g  
- 

t o  have  t o  k i l l  me, b e c a u s e  I  d o n ' t  have  i t ."  The o t h e r  

man, Ruiz  - -  

NR. TUNKEY: I s  t h a t  R-U-I-Z? 

INTERPRETER: R-U-1-2,  s a i d ,  " L e t ' s  do t o  h im  

what  we d i d  t o  somebody e l s e , "  a n d  m e n t i o n e d  a  name t h a t  
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u s e ,  i n  an  i m i t a t i o n  Ch inese  s t y l e ,  and on t h e  back  i t  

h a s  t h e  word ,  "Chicho ,"  and  t h e  d a t e ,  3 /30 /50 .  

>IR. TUJKEY: Okay, what  e l s e  was t a k e n ?  

INTERPRETER: A r i n g ,  a  g o l d  r i n g  w i t h  t h r e e  d i a -  

monds, an  Omega S e a n a s t e r  ( p h o n e t i c )  wa tch  w i t h  a  l e a t h e r  

b a n d ;  t h o s e  t h r e e  t h i n g s .  Then Navar ro  went  t o  h i s  c a r ,  

from where he  g o t  t h e  r e v o l v e r  he  had  i n  t h e  g l o v e  cornpart -  

me 11 t . 
N R .  TUNKEY: What happened  a f t e r  t h e y  t o o k  a l l  

t h e s e  i t e m s  f rom him? 

INTERPRETER: A f t e r  h e  a g r e e d  t o  f i n d  a way t o  

pay  $800,  t h i n g s  became a  l i t t l e  s m o o t h e r .  

hIR. TUNKEY: N a i t  a -  m i n u t e ,  now. He gave him 

t h e s e  i t e m s  a s  c o l l a t e r a l ;  i s  t h a t  t h e  i d e a ?  

INTERPRETER: They f o r c e d  him t o  do t h i s ,  t o  t a k e  

t h e  t h i n g s  o f f .  

FIR. TUNKEY:  W e l l ,  d i d  t h e y  s a y  t h e y  would r e t u r n  

t h e  t h i n g s  when h e  p a i d  t h e  $800? 

INTERPRETER: Yes. 

>IR. TUNKEY: Ilon much l o n g e r  d i d  he s t a y  t h e r e  a t  

t h e  f a c t o r y ?  

INTERPRETER: A l t o g e t h e r ,  it was a b o u t  an h o u r  

o r  a  l i t t l e  o v e r  an h o u r .  

MR. TUNKEY: He s a i d  f o r  a n  h o u r  a f t e r  t h e y  h a d  

t h e  s t u f f ?  

INTERPRETER: !Go, a l t o g e t h e r .  

NR. TUNKEY: How l o n g  a f t e r  t h a t  d i d  h e  l e a v e ?  

N i n u t e s  ? 

INTERPRETER: I t  was a b o u t  f o r t y - f i v e  m i n u t e s .  

MR. TUNKEY: Ifhat were  t h e y  d o i n g  a l l  t h a t  t i m e ?  

hJhat was go-ing on i n  t h a t  f o r t y - f i v e  m i n u t e s ?  

INTERPRETER: They s a t  him i n  a  c o r n e r ;  t h e y  s a i d  

t h a t  t h e y  h a d  t o  w a i t  u n t i l  Ruiz went some p l a c e .  A f t e r  t h e y  
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t o o k  t i l e  j e w e l r y ,  h e  a g r e e d  t o  pay t h e  money, and  a t  t h i s  

t i m e  t h e y  t o l d  him t o  s i t  i n  t h e  c o r n e r  and t h e  guy h e  knows 

a s  Ruiz  l e f t .  'They t o l d  him h e  h a d  t o  w a i t  u n t i l  t h i s  Ruiz 

g o t  t o  where  he  was g o i n g ,  and t h e n  t h e y  would l e t  h im go.  

X R .  TIJNKEY: And tile11 d i d  t h e y  l e t  h im go? 

INTEXPiXTLR: Then Navar ro  s a i d ,  " L e t ' s  w a i t  u n t i l  

BlR. TUNKEY: A l l  r i g h t ,  \$hat  happened  a t  1 0 :  S O ?  

INTERPRETER: A t  10:50 t h e y  s t i l l  w a i t e d  a  few 

more m i n u t e s  b e f o r e  t h e y  l e t  him go. 

blK.  TUNKEY: Uid t h e y  l e t  him go a  few m i n u t e s  

l a t e r ?  

INTERPRETER: Yes ,  a f t e r  t h e y  made some t h r e a t s .  

I .  ' i ' J :  Did t h e y  work o u t  a r r a n g e m e n t s  b e f o r e  

h e  l e f t  when h e  was t o  g i v e  them t h e  $ 8 0 0 ?  

IKTERPKETER: "Befo re  t h e  1 5 t h  o f  S e p t e n b e r ,  you  

h a v e  t o  come back  and  b r i n g  us  some riloney," t o  which hc  

answered  t h a t  h e  w a s n ' t  g o i n g  back  t h e r e ,  and  t h e n  Dories- 

t e v e z  t o l d  him t o  c a l l  h im by phone .  

FIR. TUNKEY: Itas he  c a l l e d  him? 

INTERPRETER: No. 

MR. TUNKEY: Have y o u  spoken  t o  any o f  t h e s e  p e o p l e  

INTERPRETER: No. 

hIR. TUNKEY: I s  t h e  f i r s t  c o n t a c t ,  o r  communica- 

t i o n ,  r a t h e r ,  t h a t  y o u ' v e  h a d  f rom any o f  t h e s e  p e o p l e  s i n c e  

t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e  l e t t e r  you  j u s t  r e c e i v e d ?  

INTERPRETER: He doesn  ' t know t h a t .  

NR.  TUNKEY: W e l l ,  d i d  you r e c e n t l y  r e c e i v e  a 

l e t t e r  s u p p o s e d l y  f rom a  Migue l  P e r e z  ( p h o n e t i c )  . Ne11, 

t h a t ' s  t h e  name on i t ;  t h a t ' s  what  I  mean. 

IfJTERPRETER: Yes ,  h e  r e c e i v e d  one  a t  h i s  h o u s e  

y e s t e r d a y  . 
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?lR. TUSFEY: A l l  r i g h t ,  does  he  know bl igue l  

P e r e z ?  

I T T R :  No. 

JIK. TUSKLY: Docs h e  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  h a n d w r i t i n g  

or1 t h e  l e t t e r ,  on t h e  e n v e l o p e ?  

INTERPRETER: No. 

(2 (By Nr. T u n k e y )  Nhen you  r e c e i v e d  t h e  

l e t t e r ,  d i d  you  c o n t a c t  S e r g e a n t  O l l e r ?  

A Yes.  

Q Did you f e e l  you  were  t h r e a t e n e d  t h e  n i g h t  

t h a t  you  were robbed?  

A Yes. 

(2 I s  t h a t  why you  gave them y o u r  p r o p e r t y ?  

A Yes ,  I wan ted  t o  g e t  o u t  o f  t h e r e .  

(2 Was i t  because  you  were  f r i g h t e n e d  t h a t  you  

gave rhem y o u r  p r o p e r t y ,  o r  j u s t  b e c a u s e  you  w a n t e d  t o  g e t  

o u t  o f  t h e r e ?  

A I f e l t  - -  I  was f r i g h t e n e d  - -  i f  I h a d n ' t  

g i v e n  t h e  s t u f f  t o  them, t h e y  were  g o i n g  t o  t a k e  i t  v i o -  

l e n t  l y  . 
(2 N e ~ e  you  f r i g h t e n e d  when you  r e c e i v e d  t h e  

l e t t e r ?  

- A Yes.  

Q Yes? 

A Yes.  

FIR. TUNKEY: Now, f o r  t h e  r e c o r d ,  I 'm g o i n g  t o  

r e a d  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  t h e  l e t t e r .  The e n -  

v e l o p e  i s  a d d r e s s e d  t o  >Ir. J o s e  L .  Can to ,  4311 S. W. Second 
- 

T e r r a c e ,  J l i ami ,  F l o r i d a ,  33134, pos tmarked  hliami,  1 1 t h  o f  

S e p t e m b e r ,  1972 ,  f rom a  N i g u e l  P e r e z ,  and  an  a d d r e s s  I  c a n -  

n o t  r e a d .  The l e t t e r  is  w r i t t e n  i n  S p a n i s h ,  d a t e d  t h e  9 t h  o f  

S e p t e m b e r ,  1972 ,  and  t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  t h e  l e t t e r  i s :  
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The p l a c e  where we \.rill meet I w i l l  

t e l l  you by t e l e p h o n e  on t h e  1 5 t n ,  

a n d  make s u r e  t h a t  you  b r i n g  t h e  $800.  

T h i s  i s  n o t  a game. I b e l i e v e  you 

r e a l i z e  t h a t  i f  on t h e  1 5 t h  we d o n ' t  

r z c e i v e  t h e  money, we a r e  g o i n g  t o  

dynami t e  y o u r  house  and  c a r  and  w e ' r e  

g o i n g  t o  f i l l  you w i t h  l e a d .  Watch 

y o u r  mouth,  b e c a u s e  t h e r e  w i l l  a lways  

be p e o p l e  t o  c o l l e c t .  S i g n e d ,  t h e  t h r e e .  

Q The v a l u e  o f  t h e  watcll i s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  

$ 2 0 0 ;  i s  t h a t  c o r r e c t ,  b l r .  Canto?  

A Approx ima te ly .  

(2 And t h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e  b r a c e l e t  i s  a p p r o x i -  

m a t e l y  how much? 

A About $300.  

Q And t h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e  diamond r i n g  c o n t a i n  

i n g  t n r e e  diamonds i s  app  r o x i ~ n a t e l y  how ~nuch?  

A $100 t o  $150.  

Q What i s  t h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e  p i s t o l  t h a t  was 

t a k e n ?  

A $50 .  

Q Was t h i s  a  . 3 8  c a l i b e r  G o s s i  r e v o l v e r ?  

A Yes, a  f i v e - s h o t .  

Q A f i v e - s h o t  r e v o l v e r ?  

A Yes .  

(Thereupon t h e  t e s t i m o n y  was c o n c l u d e d . )  

J O S E  CANTO 


