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THE INTRODUCTION OF THE HORSE
INTO THE WESTERN HEMISPHERE

To Spain is due the coming of the horse to the Western
Hemisphere. The introduction of horses into two continents
previously destitute of them may be considered one of Spain’s
main contributions to the New World. The offspring from
the original stock, for few horses were shipped from Spain
after the first thirty years, eventually came to serve all of
Spanish America as well as that region today known as
southwestern United States. In colonial America the uses
of the horse were many. Whether they were carrying the
conquistadores to victory over the natives, helping in the
care of vast herds of Spanish cattle, serving as pack animals
to link the outlying provinces to the principal cities, plowing
the fields for planting, or grinding sugar cane, the impor-
tance of the Spanish horses can at no time be underestimated.

Espafiola became the first home of the horse in the Amer-
icas. From there the Spanish conquerors soon took horses
to Puerto Rico, Jamaica, and Cuba. As a group, these four
islands became the great source from which horses were
drawn for the conquest of a large portion of the New World.
The success of Spain in converting her island colonies inte
bases from which to overrun so vast a region was achieved
only after two decades of sincere efforts at colonization, in
which, from the first, the horse played an outstanding part.

In the same year that Granada, the last stronghold of the
Moors on the Iberian Peninsula, fell before the forces of Is-
abella and Ferdinand, the Spanish sovereigns finally lis-
tened sympathetically to Christopher Columbus’ dream of
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reaching the rich spice countries by sailing west and, at Isa-
bella’s insistence, saw that he was outfitted. Columbus under-
estimated the distance to the Kast, but other land was
sighted, and the weary and discouraged seamen were glad to
put their feet on the first island reached. Hoping to find
riches in the country to the south, Columbus pressed on
until deterred by the disappearance of one of his vessels and
the wreck of another. He finally put in at an island which
he named Espafiola. Here he reconnoitered and founded
Fort La Navidad. After resupplying his remaining ship he
left about forty men at the fort and sailed back to Spain to
report concerning the lands which he had claimed for the
Spanish Crown.

It is immaterial to the study of the horse in America
whether Columbus’ real ambition in sailing west was to
reach the Indies or to find new land for Spain. The signifi-
cant fact is that a new world was discovered; and upon his
return Columbus lost no time in extolling it and impressing
his financial backers with the opportunities for the perma-
nent occupation of the region as a Spanish colony. Accord-
ing to Columbus the newly discovered lands offered a fruit-
ful field for exploitation, but if the region was to be held it
was necessary to send not only soldiers to subjugate the
natives, but colonists, horses and other livestock for breed-
ing, and seeds for planting. The second expedition to the
New World was outfitted with these needs in mind.

The recruiting of the men for this second voyage, which
was so much more full of promise than Columbus’ first sail-
ing into the unknown, was comparatively easy. Spaniards
had been reared in the tradition of army life during the
centuries it took to drive the Moorish infidels from the Pen-
insula. Now that the enemy had been removed from the
national territory, the idle fighting men of Granada wel-
comed this new opportunity to conquer a more distant
people and to advance their own fortunes while once again
carrying the emblem of Christendom.

To achieve these multiple aims, not only the intrepid men
of Granada would be needed, but their horses also. The
Spanish cavalry had proved invaluable against the Moors.
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Horses used in the armies of the reconquest were a cross
between the fleet and powerful horse of the Peninsula and
the fine stock introduced by the Moorish invaders. More
than seven centuries of cross-breeding had produced what
was considered the finest horse in Furope.! Since these
horses had served so well in Spain, they were wanted for
the new enterprise.

Convinced that a mounted company would be needed, the
king and queen wrote to their secretary, Fernando de Zafra,
commanding him to collect horsemen to accompany the ex-
pedition. This cedula, dated May 23, 1493, is important as
the first documentary evidence indicating that horses were
to be sent to the newly discovered lands; and because it
has bearing on matter to be discussed later, some of its de-
tails should be noted. The order specifically instructed the
official to obtain from among the inhabitants of Granada
twenty horsemen, who were to be dependable and go of their
own free will. Moreover, he was instructed to see that five
of these took spare mounts, which might be mares. The men,
who were instructed to be in Seville by June 20, were to be
provided with maintenance money for themselves and their
horses.?

These and other preparations for the voyage required
several months, during which time much correspondence was
exchanged between the parties concerned. Included among
the many letters was one in which Columbus requested the
king to authorize the taking of additional ships to be used
in transporting the horses. In answer to this request the
king wrote that finances would not permit the sending of
more vessels, but he suggested that, if necessary, some other
supplies might be left behind in order to make room for the
horses.?

* Pedvo Fernindez de Andrada, De la natvraleza del cavallo (Seville, 1580),
leaves 50-52.

2 Coleccion de docwmentos inéditos relativos al descubrimiento, conquista y
organizacion de las antiguas posesiones espaiiolas de América y Oceania (42 vols..
Madrid, 1864-84), XIX, 499; XXI, 310. (Hereinafter referred to as D. 1. 1.) See
also Martin Fernidndez de Navarrete, Coleccion de los viages y descubrimientos . . .

(5 vols., Madrid, 1825-37), II, 41.
sD. I. I, XXI, 377.
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Juan Rodriguez de Fonseca, official in charge of outfit-
ting, sent Columbus’ second expedition to the New World
across the bar of Cadiz on September 25, 1493. On board

the seventeen sailing ships there were

great stores of provisions, grain seeds, mares and horses, tools to
work the mines, abundance of merchandise for bartering, and for
the Admiral to give to whom he saw fit. The fame of this novelty
and the gold drew together fifteen hundred men, including several
gentlemen, all in the king’s pay, for there were not more than
twenty who went without it,and they were the horsemen.*

Permanent colonization was to be attempted, and prepara-
tions had been made accordingly.

Horses first tried their legs in the New World on Novem-
ber 28, 1493.° Columbus had sailed south to the Canary Is-
lands, where he put in for supplies, and then west, discov-
ering several other islands, including Puerto Rico, before
he reached Espafiola and the site where he had established
Fort La Navidad. Here he disembarked, but found that the
fort had been destroyed and all the Spaniards killed. He
was greeted instead by natives. These people had shown
little fear of the bearded white strangers, even upon their
first appearance, but the horses filled them with awe. Gug-
lielmo Coma’s vivid description of a visit made by one of
the caciques to the Spanish camp after the landing illus-
trates their feeling. Reporting after his return from the
second voyage, he said that

Goathanari [Guacanagari] came down to the shore to see the ships.
When there he admired the lofty bulwarks, examined the tackle of
the ships, observed attentively the instruments of iron, but fixed his
eyes most upon the horses of which the Indians were entirely desti-
tute. A great number of fine horses—fleet for the course and strong
to bear armour—had been brought out by the Spaniards. These
horses had plated bits, trappings of gay colors, and straps highly
polished. The formidable appearance of these animals was not with-

¢ Antonio de Herrera y Tordesillas, Historia general de los hechos de los
castellanos en las Islas i Tierra firme del Mar Océano (9 vols. in 4, Madrid, 1601-
15), Década I, Libro II, p. 54. :

® Bartolomé de Las Casas, Historia de las Indias (5 vols., Madrid, 1875-76),
II, 12.
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out terror to the Indians, for they suspected that they fed on human
flesh.®

They might well look with wonder at these fearful yet fas-
cinating creatures, for horses were to play an important
rdle in dispossessing the Indian of his heritage.

Coma’s statement that the Spaniards had a great many
horses raises the question as to how many were actually
taken on this second voyage. Some chroniclers have been
content merely to record the taking of caballos, others give
the added information that both yeguas (mares) and caballos
(stallions) were sent in order to encourage breeding.” ‘I
think that not more than twenty a caballo [horsemen] went.”’
Thus Bartolomé de Las Casas dismissed the subject.® Twenty-
four caballos, ten yeguas, three female mules, hogs, cattle,
sheep, and goats were carried, according to Andrés Ber-
naldez.® When compared with commonly accepted figures,
Bernéldez’ number seems high, but in the light of evidence it
appears quite probable. In the first place we know of the
twenty-five horses which the king ordered the men of Gran-
ada to take. In addition, it seems safe to assume that Co-
laombus himself took some; for in a letter to the king he
complained that at the review held in Seville the traders
sold him good horses, but lated delivered less valuable ani-
mals to him.»* This consignment of horses apparently had
no connection with the twenty-five belonging to the lance-
men of Granada, and can therefore be considered as aug-
menting that number. One should keep in mind, however,
that the figures used by Bernaldez refer to the horses actu-
ally taken from Spain, and do not necessarily imply safe

8 John B. Thacher, Christopher Columbus . .. (3 vols, New York and Lon-
don, 1903-04), II, 256.

7 Juan Bautista Mufioz, Historia del Nuevo-Mundo . .. (Madrid, 1793), I, 168;
Pietro Martire d’ Anghiera, De Orbe Novo (2 vols.,, New York and London, 1912),
I, 67; Fernando Colén, History of the Discovery of America (Edinburgh, 1824),
IIT, 96; Girolamo Benzoni, History of the New World, Shewing His Travels in
America, From A. D. 1541 to 1556 .. (London, 1857), p. 24; Francisco Loépez de
Gomara, La historia general de las Indias (Anvers, 1554), verso L, p. 27.

8 Las Casas, op. cit., I, 497.

® Andrés Bernildez, Historia de los reyes catdlicos don Fernando y doha
Isabel (2 vols., Seville, 1870), II, 35,

v p, I. I, XXI, 535.
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arrival in Espafiola of the entire number. The largest num-
ber of horses known to have been used in America before
new importations from Kurope is sixteen.* These animals
were taken on a single expedition into the interior, but they
were not necessarily the only ones available.

Aside from the impression made upon the Indians, per-
haps the first influence of the horse in the New World was
exercised in the founding of the town of Isabella. Antonio
de Herrera y Tordesillas and Las Casas both wrote that the
site was chosen because the men and horses aboard the fleet
were becoming weary. When Columbus learned that the fort
at La Navidad was destroyed, he chose to found his new
settlement elsewhere. Reloading his horses and other pro-
visions he sailed along the coast of Espafiola to Monte Cristo.
Hoping to put into that harbor he lay off shore so long wait-
ing for a strong wind to subside that both his men and
horses, especially the latter, began to show the effects of the
ship’s rolling in the swell. Columbus, with an eye to the
welfare of the expedition, therefore retraced his route for
three leagues and brought his fleet to rest in a quiet bay. On
the adjoining shore Isabella was founded.!?

The town must have swarmed with activity during the
months following the landing. A fort was built, mounted ex-
peditions were sent into the interior, and some of the ships
were prepared for the return to Spain. It was on this fleet
that Columbus sent to the king his famous memorandum of
January 30, 1494. Since Antonio de Torres was assigned the
responsibility of delivering it, it has come to be known as the
Torres Letter. In this report are found several statements
about the first horses which had been brought to the New
World. Columbus not only complained about the horses he
bought at the review held in Seville, but added that they
were not worth the two thousand maravedis he had paid for
them. He went on to say that horses should be sent on every
ship coming to the Indies, and that the king ought to buy the
horses belonging to private individuals in Espafiola because
the owners would not permit their use unless they themselves

1p. I I, XXXVIII, 249. )
12 Herrera, op. cit., Década I, Libro II, pp. 63-64; Las Casas, op. cit., I, 342,
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were riding them. In answer to the last request the king re-
plied that he thought it better for the present that the men
keep the titles to their horses, but that the Admiral should
have authority to commandeer them for use by anyone at any
time if it was in the best interests of the colony.'?

Columbus’ statement that the horses were not worth two
thousand maravedis deserves elaboration. This might be in-
terpreted to mean that the first horses to reach the New
World were mediocre. However, in his above-mentioned let-
ter Columbus was speaking only of the horses he bought,
and there is no reason to believe that the horses belonging
to the Granada lancemen were not worthy animals. More-
over, Columbus may have been hypercritical of his own pur-
chases, since the traders at Seville should have been able to
supply good horses for that price. For we know that during
the same year riding horses good enough for crown officials
were to be had for one thousand maravedis** and that in
1494 the Crown purchased horses at twenty-five hundred
maravedis each to be sent to the New World.*

The request.that horses be sent on every ship was favor-
ably received in Spain. Available evidence does not warrant
saying that horses were sent on every vessel, but it appears
likely that they were sent with every fleet. The first addi-
tions to the horses brought by Columbus on his second expe-
dition probably arrived in 1494. Documents for that year
show that twelve mares were to be taken aboard the ships
then designated to carry supplies to the Island.’® Bernaldez
indeed says that an expedition left in the year 1494 for
America.l” Lists of supplies for ships that were to sail in
1495 under the command of Juan Aguado*® show that mares
were to go,'? and Aguado’s appearance in Hspafiola prior to
Columbus’ third voyage is evidence that at least part of the
vessels reached the island.? Columbus took horses on his

© P, I. I., XXT, 535. up, I. 1, XXI, 503.
5 Ihid., 474. 1 Ihid., 479.
17 Berndldez, op. cit., IT, 36. D, I. I, XXXVIII, 334.

P, 1. I, XXXVIII, 331; Navarrete, op. cit., IT, 162.
20 Herrera, op. cit, Déeada I, Libro II, 78-79. This author states that
Aguado arrived in Oectober, 1495.
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third voyage,®* as did the ships that carried Nicolas Ovando
when he sailed to replace Francisco de Bobadilla as governor
of the Indies.”” The fact that most of these animals were
mares indicates that an effort was being made to encourage
breeding on the island. This contention is further sustained
by the fact that mares could be imported duty free, while
definite restrictions were put on the number of caballos that
could be sent.?® In spite of natural increase and additions
from Spain, horses were not plentiful in Espafiola in 1501.
Las Casas estimated that there were between twenty and
thirty horses on the island at that time.?* Herrera wrote that
it was a rich man who owned a horse, and that some taught
them to dance and curvet.?® Soon after this time, however,
there was a marked increase, because in 1503 Ovando was
able to mount sixty®® or seventy®” men for an expedition to
quell an Indian uprising.

The Crown had a sincere interest in the horses on Espa-
fiola during this period. No detail appeared too small to
merit royal attention. The sovereigns’ endeavor to propa-
gate livestock on the island made them responsive to the
breeder’s complaints. Two references illustrate their solic-
itude. Included in the orders Ovando carried was one com-
manding him to return to Columbus two yeguas with their
offspring and two caballos which Bobadilla had taken from
Columbus. The Admiral had a rightful claim to these ani-
mals because he had bought the two mares from a farmer in
the Indies and had obtained one of the caballos from a certain
Govalan. The other was from one of the mares that Colum-
bus took to the island.?® About the same time, the king signed
a cedula granting Alonso de Ojeda permission to cut thirty
quintals (each quintal one hundred pounds) of brazilwood in
Bspafiola, ten of which were to be recompense for a stal-

21 Navarrete, op. cit., 11, 183, 188; D. I. I., XXX, 449, 465.

22D, 1. 1., XXX, 543; ibid., XXXI, 50.

22 Ibid., XXXI, 132, 233. 2¢ Las Casas, op. cit., III, 1.

25 Herrera, op. cit., Déeada I, Libro VI, p. 191.

D 1. 1, VII, 397.

27 Gonzalo Fernindez de Oviedo y Valdés, Historia general y natural de las
Indias, islas, tierra firme del mar océano (4 vols., Madrid, 1851-55), I, 90; Las
Casas, op. cit., III, 51-52.

28 D. I. 1., XXXI, 72; Navarrete, op. cit., II, 275.
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lion that Columbus took from him for breeding the mares
on the island.?® The value (five hundred reales) placed on
this animal suggests that he was imported for a special
breeding purpose, possibly to introduce some particular
strain. ' ‘

The Crown’s chief contribution to the use and increase of
the horse in the New World was its promotion of livestock
raising through the establishment of royal farms in Espa-
fiola, and later in the neighboring islands. Just when the
first breeding farm was started is not known, but it was in
existence by 1499. In that year the rebel Francisco Roldan
received from the king’s herds two cows, two calves, twenty
sows, and two mares, to be used for breeding purposes. These
were given to Roldan by Columbus for giving up his oppo-
sition and coming back into the fold.** From this time for-
ward the Crown showed a continued interest in developing a
permanent supply of livestock in the Indies. The sovereigns
maintained their farms by importation, by natural increase,
and by taking livestock in payment of taxes. As already
noted, they purchased animals that were sent on the fleets
which sailed in 1494 and 1495; and later (1502) Ovando took
along horses which were purchased and transported at the
expense of the royal house.®* "Although available documents
do not show that horses were sent by the Crown after this
date, it does not necessarily mean that none was imported.
To expect specific information regarding natural increase of
the horses on the island would be asking a great deal, but we
do know that they did well. The climate, the abundance of
grass, and the lack of predatory animals were all conducive to
their propagation.®® The fact that after 1501 the Crown be-
gan accepting colts and other livestock as tax payments®
suggests that the rulers were looking to the future. Before

29 Navarrete, op. cit.,, III, 84; D. I. 1., XXXVIII, 466.

30 Herrera, op. cit., Déeada I, Libro III, p. 121.

2 p, I. I, XXX, 543.

32 José de Acosta, The Naturall and Morall Historie of the East and West
Indies (London, 1604), 301.

33 Coleccion de docwmentos inéditos relativos al descubrimiento, conquista y

organizacién de las antiguas posesiones espafiolas de Ultramar (25 vols., Madrid,
1885-1932), V, 23. (Hereinafter referred to as D. I. U.) '
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the heavy demand for horses subsided, the royal farms had
grown to considerable proportions. During this period a sin-
gle farm at Santo Domingo had 1,650 cattle and sixty breed-
ing mares.®* The importance of the royal farms lay not only
in their ability to furnish stock, but also in the fact that they
had sires which were used to improve the strains.

However, the farms were not always well managed and
the stock often went to the friends of the officials. The ca-
lumnies of Columbus’ enemies at length convinced the Crown
that the Admiral had mishandled its interests, and finally
Isabella acceded to Ferdinand’s demand for an accounting.
Bobadilla was sent to investigate, and carried an order de-
manding that the Admiral and all others turn over to him the
arms, provisions, horses, cattle, and other property belong-
ing to the sovereigns.® Bobadilla likewise was mistrusted
after word was received in Spain that he distributed royal
property without proper regard to the welfare of the colony.
Accordingly, Ovando was dispatched with orders permitting
him to reclaim the horses, cattle, and other supplies if it
should be in the best interest of the island.*

Many have complained of Ovando’s harshness, but few
have questioned his success as governor of Espafiola. During
his term the island became almost self-sufficient, order was
established, and agriculture and stockraising were encour-
aged. By 1507 Ovando was able to write the king that there
was no further need of sending mares to Espafiola. In a few
months Ovando received a cedula from the king which stated
that in accordance with his wishes the Casa de Contratacién
had been ordered to forbid the shipment of more mares to
the Indies®” The embargo was temporarily lifted to permit
106 mares to be sent. This shipment was sanctioned on the
grounds that the mares had been purchased for export prior
to the issuance of the above order.?®* When Ovando began
raising livestock on his own lands, he received a grant of

3¢ Ricardo Cappa, Estudios criticos acerca de la dominacion espafiola en
América (20 vols.,, Madrid, 1889-97), V, 13.

3D, I. 1., XXXVIII, 416; Navarrete, op. cit., II, 239; Las Casas, op. cit.,
11, 486.

3D, 1. I, XXXI, 13. D. 1. U, V, 117,

P, I. 1., XXXIX, 163; Navarrete, op. cit., 11T, 533.
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mares and cattle from the king. The gift, however, amounted
to only half of what Ovando had requested.®

Four factors contributed to the establishment and main-
tenance of the royal haciendas: namely, the inability of Spain
to supply the Indies with horses indefinitely, the losses sus-
tained in transportation, the need for a permanent supply
of livestock available to the settlers, and the increased de-
mand for horses occasioned by the spread of the Conquest to
other islands and the mainland. Although Spain had been
generous in sending horses to her new colony, she could not
long afford to continue to drain her own resources, since she
was experiencing a shortage. The scarcity of horses on the
Peninsula forced the king in 1494 to issue a decree prohib-
iting any person or rank—clergy and women excepted—to
ride mules. The stockraisers had put such emphasis on mule
production that only six thousand cavalry could be put in
the field that year. It was hoped that by requiring people to
ride horses rather than mules, a larger cavalry could be built
up. The seriousness of the situation is apparent when it is
realized that the penalty for violation of the decree was
death.** This law was in effect for some time, and accounts
for the grant permitting Columbus to ride a mule when he
became too feeble to handle the spirited horses.*

Difficulties of transportation complicated the problems of
introducing the horse into the New World. The small ships,
often in the command of navigators with minimum training,
were poorly equipped and ill-suited to the transfer of live-
stock. This situation had been first apparent in Spain’s ex-
pansion to the Canary Islands. So many horses died in
transit and had to be thrown overboard that the body of
water through which the ships sailed to reach those islands
came to be known as the Golfo de Yeguas, or the Gulf of
Mares.®> When interest shifted to the Americas the evils
were intensified by distance as well as by the inadequate
preparations which were encouraged by the urgent need of
supplies in the new colonies. Many ships sailed toward the
Indies without suitable provisions for the men or regard for

%D, I. I, XXXVI, 257. 4 Bernaldez, op. cit., II, 88.
4, I. 1., XXXIX, 121. " 42 Oviedo, op. cit., I, 36.
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the cargo. The hulls were filled with compact goods, and the
bulkier freight, such as livestock, was placed on the upper
deck, where the animals were exposed to the elements week
after week. The greatest losses were sustained when an in-
experienced pilot directed his course too far to the south and
hit the belt of calms. Forced to wait for days or even weeks
for a wind, the water supply would become so depleted that
the horses were thrown overboard to conserve what was left
for the crew and passengers,**—thus the term ‘‘horse lati-
tudes.”’** Ricardo Cappa estimated that thirty-three per cent
of all livestock was lost in transportation.*® Gonzalo Davila’s
loss of fifteen out of thirty-five horses between Espafiola and
Acla on the Isthmus,* Pedro de Alvarado’s loss of ninety
horses between Nicaragua and Puerto Viejo, Peru,* and
Cabeza de Vaca’s arrival in Brazil with only twenty-six of
his original forty horses bear out Cappa’s contention.*®
Probably an all-time high for this kind of disaster  was
reached when Alvarado lost seventy horses in one day off the
coast of Panama.*

Simultaneous with the inability of Spain to supply reg-
ular shipments of horses to the New World came the in-
creased demand for them in the colonies. Although there
were always those who looked upon America only as a place
to plunder for quick wealth, more thoughtful minds were
convinced that greater gain would come from the permanent
development of agricultural resources. In order to encour-
age settlers to go to the Indies for this purpose the Crown
promised them livestock, supplies, and implements.” The
main source of livestock given to these settlers was from the
royal farms, which had been established largely with that
end in view.

But at first the role of the horse in the New World was
definitely not confined to peaceful pursuits. Horses figured

4% Cappa, op. cit., V, 13, 371.

¢ Robert Bontine Cunninghame Graham, The Horses of the Conquest (Lon-
don, 1930), 12. See also ‘‘horse latitudes’’ in the Oxford English Dictionary.

5 Cappa, op. cit., V, 13.

wp. 1. I, XXXV, 247, 4 Ibid., XXTIV, 211.

¢ Herrera, op. cit.,, Década VII, Libro II, pp. 45-46.
D, I. I, XLI, 513. %0 Ibid., X1, 258.
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more spectacularly in subjugating the Indians. The early
concern of Columbus over the quality of the horses on Espa-
fiola was shared by others. The Spanish conquistadores who
followed him expected a great deal from their horses. Op-
posing a people who had to defend themselves on foot, it was
anticipated that they would be a real asset. From the results
it is evident that the cavalry was not a disappointment. In
the first stages of the Conquest the demoralizing effect of the
horses upon the natives gave the conquerors a tremendous
advantage. What chance had the aborigines against an army
that came as representatives of the fair-haired god and
brought with them two-headed monsters® that ate gold and
silver.”> As if these fears were not enough, bells were at-
tached to the breastplates to create more confusion among
the Indians.®® Once the fear of the horse as a supernatural
monster had been dispelled, there still remained the speed,
power, and maneuverability of the horse as insurmountable
problems with which the natives were seldom able to cope.
Las Casas wrote that one horseman could lance two thousand
natives in an hour;* again that seventy horsemen were
enough to devastate a hundred islands.’®* Although an ob-
vious exaggeration, the underlying assumption is valid. He
added, however, that this was true only if there were no high
sierras. The authenticity of this statement of Las Casas is
borne out by the type of warfare that soon developed on Es-
pafiola. Like the initial stages of most wars, mistakes were
made on both sides. The Indians erred when they engaged
the invaders on terrain where the horses could be used to
trample them. The Spaniards’ pursuit of the natives into
mountainous and forested areas where the horses could not
maneuver proved almost as ruinous. Profiting by their mis-
takes, the natives retreated into the interior for protection,
while the Spaniards attempted to draw them into open coun-
try. On Hspafiola, Cacique Enrique, by resorting to the

®* Las Casas, op. cit., 11, 97.

52 El Inca Garcilaso de la Vega, Historia general del Per® (Madrid, 1722),
p. 22.
! 58 Irene A. Wright, The FEarly History of Cuba, 1492-1586 (New York,

1916), p. 29.
3¢ Las Casas, op. cit.,, III, 45. 55 Ibid., 54.
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former tactics, was able to withstand the conquerors so suc-
cessfully that they finally came to terms with him.5®

In 1507 the Spaniards began to expand into the surround-
ing islands and onto the mainland. Those who had come for
gold and quick booty were not satisfied with the prosaic prof-
its procurable through the unexciting cultivation of farms.
While agriculture had advanced on the island, the output of
the mines had diminished, as had the labor supply. It was
time to move on. The conquistadores again felt the urge to
carry the cross of Christendom. If the natives refused to
accept their indoctrination, they could be sent over to Espa-
fiola to work the mines and fields there; and who knew—
more gold might be found. The very condition which made
Espafiola no longer attractive to the soldier made it never-
theless of great use to him. By trial and error the island had
developed into an excellent base for further conquest. Agri-
culture had reached the stage where it could supply expedi-
tions with cassava bread, pork, beef, and other staples. But
perhaps even more important were the horses which had
been raised and acclimated in Espafiola. These, plus cannon
and muskets and Spanish valor, were to make the conquest
of the surrounding islands rapid and effective.

Puerto Rico was the second Caribbean island to fall un-
der Spanish domination. As early as 1505 Vicente Yafiez
Pinzén, as an indemnification for his time and money spent
in exploration of the Indies, received a grant permitting him
to found a colony on the island.”” He failed in his attempt at
occupation, but did carry sheep and goats to Puerto Rico,
where they were left to propagate.®® However, others were
cognizant of the possibilities of the island, and in 1508 a
second attempt at colonization was initiated under the leader-
ship of Juan Ponce de Le6n.® Ponce de Ledn’s request, in
1509, for permission to take his family to the new settle-

¢ Herrera, op. cit., Déeada II, Libro V, 141. '

57 Manuel de la Puente y Olea, Hstudios espafioles. Los trabajos geogrd-

ficos de la Casa de Contratacién (Seville, 1900), pp. 41-43.

8 Fray Ifiigo' Abbad y Lasierra, Historia geogrdfica, civil, y natural de la
isla de San Juan Bautista de Puerto Rico (Puerto Rieo, 1866), p. 21.

s D. I. 1., XXXIV, 480.
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ment indicates that the colony was approaching the status
of permanent occupation.®®

Horses were first taken to Puerto Rico in May, 1509. The
records do not disclose the owners of the animals, but state
that they were carried in a ship belonging to Ponce de Leén
and Alonso San Martin.®® Additional livestock arrived in the
same year when Ponce de Ledn, in an effort to promote stock
raising, imported mares, cattle, and hogs from his hacienda
in Higuey, a province in eastern Espafiola.®* About the same
time other settlers in Puerto Rico began to establish stock
raising and sugar plantations, but most of them preferred to
work the newly discovered mines.®®

The interest of the Spanish sovereigns in the promotion
of agriculture is perhaps nowhere better exemplified than in
Puerto Rico. In February, 1510, the king ordered Diego Co-
lumbus, governor of the Indies, to allow the colonists to take
to Puerto Rico as much livestock as they wished. ® Two
months later Pedro Moreno® and Gerénimo de Bruselas each
received royal permission to take two mares to the new set-
tlement.%® In September, 1510, the king, in a further effort to
encourage stock raising, recommended that merchant ships
going from Spain carry mares and other animals to Puerto
Rico.®” This policy was reaffirmed the next year.®® The in-
terest of the king was also manifested in 1511 when ad-
ditional orders were issued to the officials of Hspafiola
commanding them to allow certain individuals to transfer
livestock from KEspafola without restriction.® In the same

% Cayetano Coll y Toste, ‘‘Primeras capitulaciones entre Juan Ponce de
Le6n y frey Nicolds de Ovando,’’ Boletin histérico de Puerto Rico (San Juan,
P. R, 1914-1927), I, 118.

%2 Coll y Toste, ‘‘La propiedad territorial en Puerto Rico,’’ Boletin histdrico
de Puerto Rico, I, 250.

2 Loc. cit. % Abbad y Lasierra, op. cit., p. 26.

% Coll y Toste, ¢ ‘La propiedad territorial en Puerto Rieco,’’ Boletin his-
térico de Puerto Rico, I, 250.

% Loc. cit.

% Alejandro Tapia y Rivera, Biblioteca histérica de Puerto-Rico, que con-
tiene varios. documentos de los siglos XV, XVI, XVI1I, XVIII (Marquez, 1854),
p. 237.
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8 Boletin histérico de Puerto Rico, 11, 77-81.
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yvear Fernandez de Alfaro, a stock raiser of Kspafiola, was
granted permission to take his cattle and two mares to
Puerto Rico.” Cristobal de Sotomayor, who had settled on
Puerto Rico, also received a permit to take his mares and
other possessions from Kspafiola to his new home.™

The king may have encouraged agricultural development
because he envisioned monetary gain from it. Colonies were
maintained in the interest of the mother country and were
valuable only in so far as they were able to yield a profit.
Once farming and stock raising developed to a point of pro-
ducing a surplus, they could be tapped as a source of rev-
enue. Two years after the first horses and cattle reached
Puerto Rico, the king felt that the settlers should begin
paying the royal tithes. An order to this effect was promul-
gated by a cedula to the treasurer of the Indies, Miguel de
Pasamonte, in 1511.7

An Indian uprising in 1512 caused a temporary lull in at-
tention to stock raising in Puerto Rico. Much of the island
was held by the warlike Caribs, and skirmishes between them
and the Spaniards were common. In 1512 the natives made
a desperate effort to expel the white invaders. Their wide-
spread attacks became so violent that the settlers had to
neglect their fields and mines in order to suppress them.
Once the revolt was put down, the leader, Ponce de Leon, and
the other settlers, returned to their peaceful pursuits with
renewed vigor.” In 1515, officials of the island reported that
there were two settlements, Puerto Rico and San Germaén;
that each colony had about thirty-five families; and that
stock raising and mining were their chief sources of income.™
Two years later the king was informed that some of the set-
tlers held large pastures, with streams flowing through them,
where stock was raised both for food and to furnish beasts
of burden.” As many as three hundred Indian slaves as-
sisted on the larger estancias.” Among those who became
rich by farming was Ponce de Ledén, who, by his industry,

70 Boletin histérico de Puerto Rico, I, 250,

71 Tapia y Rivera, op. cit., 244. D, 1. I, XXXII, 118.
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™ Loe. cit.
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built up an estate having many mares and much other
livestock.™

As in Espaiola, the Crown itself held farms on Puerto
Rico. A report written in 1515 mentions that one Juan Gon-
zalez escaped from the Indians and fled to an estancia del
Rey.”® More significant information is found in a letter to
the king dated 1519. The writer informed the king that His
Majesty then held in Puerto Rico four hundred Indians in
encomienda and that they were being used to work his fields
and mines.™

By 1520 it was maintained that the settlement of Puerto
Rico had three times as many beasts of burden as it needed.®
And since the proximity of the mines to the sea made it pos-
sible for the ore to be transported to the coast comparatively
easily by pack animals, some of the settlers recommended
that part of the horses be moved because there was not suf-
ficient feed in the immediate vicinity.®® Further indication
of the abundance of horses is evidenced by the fact that no
one bothered to develop roads on the island during the
twenties.®?

The situation changed somewhat during the next decade.
Livestock development was impeded by hurricanes and at-
tacks by Caribs and the French in the years between 1525
and 1530.%% But, in spite of these setbacks, Puerto Rico was
in a position to serve as a supply base when it and the sur-
rounding islands were called upon to furnish horses and
foodstuffs for the conquest of the rich Inca Empire. Indeed,
the Puerto Ricans welcomed the chance to dispose of their
surplus horses and other products, but the picture changed
when the officials saw that the fabulous tales of Peru were
also luring away the established settlers of the island and
thus endangering its own prosperity.3

The geographical location of Jamaica made it a prize as
-a supply base once plans were formulated for the conquest

77 Oviedo, op. cit., III, 621. 8 Ibid., I, 473.

7 Tapia y Rivera, op. cit., pp. 277-278.
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of the mainland. Columbus visited Jamaica on two occasions,
so by right of discovery the island belonged to his heirs. Dis-
regarding the terms of his original contract with Columbus,
the king granted Alonso de Ojeda and Diego de Nicuesa per-
mission to occupy and develop the island as a supply station
for the mainland settlements which they were about to at-
tempt. To circumvent this plan, Diego Columbus in 1509 sent
Juan de Esquivel to occupy Jamaica.®®

Mares and other livestock were taken by Hsquivel to Ja-
maica.’® If the island was to help supply the mainland col-
onies, livestock was indispensable. Excellent land and an
advantageous location soon made Jamaica a rival of Espa-
fiola. Within five years after occupation the settlers were
exporting their products to the Isthmus.®” In the succeeding
years Jamaica was able to increase her shipments of food-
stuffs. Ships plying between the island and Panama carried
cassava, corn, pigs, salted beef, and bacon to the needy col-
onists of Vasco Ntufiez Balboa’s town.®®

In order to assure a continuous supply of provisions for
the mainland settlements, royal farms were established on
Jamaica. Garay, as governor, assumed direction of the
royal holdings in 1515,%° and in the following year reported
to the Crown the extent of its properties.”® Sometime during
the next three years the king and Garay formed a partner-
ship whereby both were to share in the profits of the royal
estancias.®s In 1519 this partnership was extended for three
years to further encourage agriculture in order that the of-
ficials and troops in Castilla del Oro might be provisioned
with supplies.”? While by and large this arrangement seems
to have been satisfactory, some of the succeeding transac-
tions were questioned by the queen who, in 1523, ordered a
residencia to be held in order to investigate a rumor that the
officials were selling their own stock when the prices were up
and selling hers when the prices were down.”

85 Frank Cundall and Joseph L. Pietersz, Jamaica under thé Spaniards,
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8¢ Las Casas, op. cit., IIL, p. 287. 87 Cundall, op. cit., p. 2.
88 Cundall, op. cit., p. 4. 80 Ibid., p. 3.
2 JTdem. # Qviedo, op. cit., I, 582.

2 Cundall, op. cit., p. 4. °8 Ivid., p. 37.



INTRODUCTION OF THE HORSE INTO WESTERN HEMISPHERE 605

Regardless of who profited by the proceedings, by this
time (1521) Jamaica was well able to export horses, for in
that year Garay took 144 horses from the island to the Pa-
nuco region on the mainland.** Just when the first horses left
Jamaica is not certain. It is possible that Panfilo de Narvéez
took some to Cuba in 1512, but if he did the available sources
do not mention it. Likewise they do not record that horses
were taken on the ships carrying supplies to the Isthmus.
However, Martin Fernandez de Enciso found an abundance
of livestock on the island.in 1519,% so it is evident that horses
were available at that time. In 1520 Hernando Cortés, then
in Mexico, was receiving small reinforcements for his cavalry
from the ships that Garay was presumably sending to Pa-
nuco. Bernal Diaz del Castillo also records that Cortés sent
a ship to Jamaica expressly for horses.?® But Jamaica was
to achieve greater importance as a supplier of horses, along
with the neighboring islands, when Pizarro began his con-
quest on the Pacific coast of South America.

Cuba, largest island of the Greater Antilles, was the last
of that group to come under Spanish sway. Columbus sighted
it on his first voyage, coasted the south shore on his second,
and visited it again on his last trip to the Indies. Whether
or not others explored Cuba during this time is not certain,
but the maps of Cosa and Cantino, published before 1505,
show it as an island. Nevertheless, Ovando, in 1508, com-
missioned Sebastian de Ocampo to determine whether the
region was an island or part of the mainland. Ocampo re-
turned with word that he had circumnavigated Cuba. The
king now became keenly interested in having the island ex-
plored for precious metals. It was also wanted as a source
of native labor for Espafiola. Therefore, such interest in
Cuba had been aroused by 1511 that an expedition under
the leadership of Diego de Valasquez was dispatched from
Espafiola to occupy it.

¢ Navarrete, op. cit., III, p. 68.
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Cuba was rapidly overrun. From the sources it does not
appear that Veldsquez at any time had a large number of
horses, but he had enough to terrorize most of the natives
into submission.” One of the outstanding feats of the cam-
paign was Narviaez’ exploit. Aroused from his sleep by an
Indian attack, Narvaez saddled his mare, which was quar-
tered in his room, threw a circle of bells over her head, and
rode into the midst of the natives. Fear of the mare put the
entire native army to flight.*®

After the Indians were subdued, Velasquez set about dis-
tributing the land among his followers, reserving some for
the king. Cortés, the future conqueror of Mexico, and his
brother-in-law, Juan Juéarez, received land and Indians near
Santiago de Barucoa, the first settlement established on
Cuba. Here Cortés raised mares, cattle, and sheep, and was
the first colonist to establish a stock farm on the island.*
Two ships arrived from Spain in February, 1514. One of
these was sent to Jamaica for cassava and the second to
Tispafiola for mares and other livestock to supplement those
taken by Velasquez.'®

Cuba supplied the horses for Cortés’ expedition to Mex-
ico, which was mustered in 1518 and finally set sail early in
1519. Fifteen'® or sixteen®? horses and mares were carried.
The animals were not easily obtained in Cuba at this early
date. They were collected at various places and good prices
were paid for them. When it is realized that the expedition
left Cuba less than eight years after the occupation of the
island, the surprise is not that horses were expensive, but
~that even fifteen horses could be spared. Bernal Diaz del
Castillo draws a like conclusion when he comments, in regard
to Cortés’ efforts to obtain horses, that they ‘‘were hardly
to be procured for any money’’;'® and he makes the point

®7 Las Casas, op. cit., IV, 22. 98 Wright, op. cit., 29.
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even more emphatic when speaking of the Narvéez expedi-
tion which Velasquez sent out against Cortés over a year
later by saying that the whole (which included eighty cavalry)
composed a formidable and respectable force, considering
that it was entirely collected in the island of Cuba.'** Within
the next ten years the excellent pasture lands of the island
made it possible for Cuba to take her place beside Espaifiola,
Jamaica, and Puerto Rico in furnishing the horses used to
conquer a good part of the two Americas.

During the time that the surrounding islands were being
occupied, major changes were taking place in Kspafiola. In
addition to supplying horses for its neighbors, the contin-
uing decline in the native labor supply, the efforts to protect
those Indians who were left, the increase in agricultural pro-
duction, and the concentration of mining in the interior, all
put heavier demands on the livestock industry.

As early as 1508 the king was petitioned by the procura-
dores of Espaifiola in an effort to obtain more horses to work
the mines.’® In view of the fact that during the previous
year Ovando wrote the king that there was no need to send
additional mares to Espafiola, the request of the procuradores
is hard to explain. Since the first horses left Espafiola in
1509, decrease in number because of export could not have
been a reason. However, three possibilities do present them-
selves. Ovando may have miscalculated the need for animals
~on the island, or there may have been a decided swing to-
ward agriculture, requiring more horses than were antici-
pated. The third possibility, that of limiting the number
available in order to maintain a good price, presents some
interesting considerations.

Monopolies were common at that date. Columbus had the
right to restrict trade in some articles while the Crown mo-
nopolized certain rare commodities. It does not seem un-
likely that the livestock raisers, anticipating the coming de-
mand, hoped to control the horse trade. By limiting the im-
port they held a powerful weapon over anyone who might
wish to begin horse breeding. Evidence has already been
presented which shows that restrictions were put on the

104 Thid., 354-356. 15, 1. I, XXXII, 21.
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transfer of horses from one region to another, . e., grants by
the king were necessary for permission to take horses to
Puerto Rico. Perhaps a monopoly on horses did not enter
the mind of Ovando, but once the conquest of the mainland
began, some at least entertained the idea, because a religious
writing from Mexico in the early twenties reported to the
king that the officials would not permit the exportation of
certain mares from Kspafiola.'%

In spite of these indications of a shortage of horses on
Hspafiola, there is the following evidence that the island was
more than holding its own in the maintenance of its supply
—the Indians were being given horses, large estancias were
being developed, and the Crown was still offering livestock
as an inducement to settlers to take up farming. Through
the efforts of the church the Indians received horses and
other livestock in 1518. In 1517 a Dominican father recom-
mended to the king that the native villages be divided into
groups of seven families, and that each group be given seven
cattle and seven sows for breeding, and one mare. Each
group was to have its own brand in order to distinguish its
animals from those of others.’®” Acting upon this suggestion
the king decreed that the Indians should be placed in settle-
ments of about three hundred members and that if possible
each village of them should have ten or twelve mares, fifty
cows, fifty hogs for food, and one hundred sows for breeding
purposes. The head of the village might use the flocks for
the good of his people but could not sell, gamble, or give
them away.'®

Meanwhile various white settlers were developing large
estancias. The documents refer to several farms which had
hundreds of thousands of hills of yucayas, thousands of hills
of peppers, and which were equipped with dozens of farm
implements.’® ILivestock raising kept pace with grain and
root culture; by 1515 cattle sold for two pesos and sheep for
half a peso.”® Horses must have played an important part
during round-ups and branding periods.

100 P, I. 1., XIII, 51.
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Stock raisers and farmers in Espafiola had their troubles
over grazing problems. These disputes were markedly sim-
ilar to those experienced later on the frontiers of the United
States. Conditions became so troublesome that an order was
issued compelling the stockmen to keep their mares, stallions,
and cattle in corrals so that they would not destroy the crops.
The horse corrals were to be one thousand waras (approxi-
mately one-half mile) square, but might be larger if the re-
gion was not too thickly settled. The provision for corrals
that would care for up to ten thousand head of cattle gives
some idea of the size of the herds that were developing on
Espafola. The law tended to favor the stock raisers, be-
cause if a planter killed a horse or a cow he was subject to
a fine double the value of the animal.**!

State officials and the religious of Espafola were not sat-
isfied with the small number of settlers who came to the New
World. Various efforts were made to induce men to bring
their families and follow agricultural pursuits on the island.
Letters were written to Spain telling of the excellent land,
and the fact was stressed that Indians would be furnished
them to work the fields.**? As an added inducement the Crown
promised that each farmer going to the island would be given
livestock from the royal farms.**® In 1518 Fray Bernaldino
de Manzanedo wrote the king recommending that he enlarge
the Crown farms in order to supply the new settlers with
work animals for breaking land and tilling the fields.*** Tt
is not clear whether this request indicated that additional
settlers were already arriving, or was in anticipation of an
influx.

While Espafiola, the first in the field, was expanding her
capacities as a base of supplies by orderly development as
an agricultural colony, Puerto Rico, Jamaica, and Cuba had
not only been ransacked for gold, but pacified and settled.
Contemporaneous with the successful occupation of these
Caribbean islands was a widening interest in the conquest of
the mainland. The initial step had been taken by Alonzo de
Ojeda and Diego de Nicuesa just prior to the close of the
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first decade of the sixteenth century. Their lack of success
in no way deterred the gold-seeking, cross-bearing islanders
who were eager to expand the frontiers of the Spanish em-
pire while attempting to satisfy their own lust for adventure
and riches. The multiple thrusts at the mainland during the
next twenty years were possible largely because the islands
could furnish horses to overrun the natives once a bridge-
head had been established. As Espafiola was the mother of
the Americas, so also was she the mother of the horse, which
contributed so spectacularly to the rapid spread of Spanish
domination over two-thirds of our hemisphere.
Joan J. JoENSON.
Berkeley, California.





