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Notes of Travel by the Overiand Mail
FROM EL PASO TO FORT BSMITH.
[FEOM OUS SPECTAL OVERLAXD CORRESFONDENT.]
Fort Suiri, Ark., November 25, 1878,
Crossing the 25-mile Plain East of El Paso.
| My last communication [see Bulltin.of 27th No—
vembir,] was written on board the stage, while under
slow raotion, across the twenty-five sandy plain east of
¥I Paso, on the Uackwa d Toad of Jife from California
t the Fastern States. (Enfre nows, Wisc men come
from the East—bow is it with those who come from the
West? It i3 an idle gaestion, not entitled to Tuch cos-
sideration In answering it. Fray lct no reader of the
Bulletin worry his brains aboat i, for the wise of To-
day are too often the fools of To-morrow. Well, then,
10 begin whero 1 first Jeft off)  We reached the middle
of the plain sbout noon, where we found a barrel of
water Ieft by the wagons to supply tho stago team..
Miving quenched our thirst, and that of tho scrawny
mules, (foar io number,) we ate of bread and checse,
a0d azain parsued our slow and tedious way over the
sand.Our course on this day, 15th Novembor, was a
Little North of Exst. It was not it four o’clock P 3.,
thut wo reacked the Huaco Tanks Station—distance
from El Paso 25 miles. Ten hours wers consumed in
crossing this plain.
The HMusco TanksTndian Hisroglyphics,
The Tuaco Tanks &re excavations made at the bot-
tom of an immense pile of denuded rocks. Oue of the
tanks, the larzest, is capable of containig over o thou-
sand barrels of water. The rocksat this station are
visible fora distancc of twenty miles on the Jlain.
When they are reached they prescnt amost wild and im-
‘posiog aspect. Cathodrul like in shape, they appear a8
though pushied up gt of the exrth in & confused mass
of solidity, with their bases surrounded by tirm, even
and pebbly-sronad walks. " Afler a mows excellent sup-
por, consistiag of_ veniton and other staton deliccies,
earss, 454 something else—which thiy timé
dn:\nmd 1o Leda apple ple—wo were told that hories
Tweaty miles on, the presious .uy,

et Thers being 9 pupPly b, 254 they w
shortly expected.
arkness bad now Mr. Losiez, 8

station-keeper, proposed o show some Todian ey
‘among the rocks, which of eourse- 1 rodily accepied.
Guarded by s lantern’s unceriain glare, we

10 & very massive rock, at the base of 2 huze pile, and
found a projection uf a ledse of over thiry feet. On
the walls of this projection were pain
black characters, many Indian bieroglyphics a
and also some rude sketchies of white mer
on borseback, riding: azinst cuch otber

Jance.
s matm ipiay of Inposing pivs of
o the fact Thet1f was here Captain (of Dajor) Mares

On the Road—Alkali, Grass and Water about
Orow’ Springs.

Tnder the direction of Mr. Boberts, one of the Com-
pmr’s conductors, we were soon under way for the
rmudss station, distant 36 miles, which we reached
on Sumhy morning, 14th November. at § o’clock.
About 10 miles from this point, we obtained water by
ﬁndin;: & spricg—quite a0 unexpected discovery, but
able. Daring this drive we crossed
over 5 small moaatain, aod when the drive ended the
Borses wero consideratly fatizued,
Gur next trip was to Crow Sprigs, near the bace of
tho Geadainpe ragze of momtains.
o’clock from the lm station, bormudn, e resched
the Springs k—dis
Crow Spring station is & most n o orabis 2polozy for
& station. or anything els in the way of a habitable
oot i s ta) charge of M. Wright, whose attend.
5. The males—
some 2 Drincipally on alkalt erass—
are mbud condition though hot thoronehly broken-down
as we found at many subscquent places. The whole
827’5 diive had beed over whito alkall ptain. The
springs, or water herein, is extremely bracki
pures 10 excess, when any quantity.
B ey of these springs covers mearly an atre of Eroun
It is clear and without any sulpburous smell.” It has
50 outlet; and probsdly is more of & draiu from the
plain than any di from o mountain sourcs or
Tiaviag obtaincd a piece of bread and eup of
ero preparing 1o start, when the mail stage
ws_sometime, in
order 10 arrange the mulcs to meet the exit of the mail
es.
An Approachivg Storm-—Crossing the Guadalupo
ind, Snow and Frost—Indians.
The wind maw egan blowing rnmnsly from the
north, while the extreme point of the Guadalape rangs
of mountaius gave warning of an approaching siorm,
by the dark suow-clouds that began 1o blacken its sum-
mit. We took our seats in the coach with wnpleasant
forebodings of a disagreeable niht in 5ore forus; and
mu nnpie-snm apprebension was duuMy increased

ants are Mexicans of the caquero cls:
t this point—t

The

& mal fror
m. That on the top.of the mountains it Mew with sach
tes from the heads of

g nd atended by an
outside rider, whore daty 1t TS e the Tt ot -
Tides along, e our conrio towants the Guada-

lape U'sss.  We proceeded four miles,
“hen we were informed | by the driver thut we were near
layof sand four wiles o, leogth, and that we musc
next

SHation, caiicd the Pinery, S s Teom Caow Springs.
Scarcely had we commenced our tramp on Toot, betoro
ot which

miles, until we m’nck tho oot of
icn we acain took to footing it np its ‘lmﬂlnz qu
fler ascending 200

‘the summit of lhe main ridge.
, we cncountercd
balf an hoar, bat during

in our faces, ad ma:
plain and swear &t a terrible
abated, howerer, and the westher modcnloxL Tnou:u
the road itself was free from snow, !‘r{
s of our puth it oy BATF foos deap, dhviod to o

things an slmost blindin clare of whifeness. This
pass, hough long, & nowuﬁ itof access. The
nerally of & m: are throngh

' the 1ath WInGio 1hrough steep procipices;
w)ndx sl-ut out the cold winds of the north,
srack tho samnit of to ilize it esen
freezing, when four or five passengers, gaidod b
mule, struck ont for the station, which they eached
about day-break, saffering all the whils v
the bizing coldness of the north wind. 1 re
, a0d it was all we conld 4o to manage to get
lhe nmmﬂ. 10 the Finery, wlhere we found 2 rot
‘The night was one
treme suffering on our part—probably owing to our
freedom from 3oy cold spells of weather.
The Iadians bt these ranges of mountains are

wn]xke of the Apache nal
On the BM—P!EWIHOI’S to Cross the SO-Mile

Deser{—Travel gk the Camanche Pass.

Qur next drive wnm m Cooper Station, 27 miles.
Wearrived at the Deleware Station at 13 o'clock on the
15th November; erossed the Delewars river—a very
small stream of clear water—then to Hope station, 50
. Nest drive, November 16th, we procesded to
StTman Station—25 miles from llope Station. The
next diive was to Emigrant Crossing—40 miles. Six
ules were used in dragginz us this last distange, whers
‘we arrived on the evmln" of 1ith Noveraher. The roas
'was quite sandy and fa ing, and two of the m
vat. On the :\(‘mn" of the 1th we started, at 6
S cioci, for the Langsion Siation, which we resched
atier aframp of ceven

ber l 71k we lm\'ed from Langton’s S
il

les 10 coach, attended by 1
o, ar well & thie conductor and defser, wero alf
rmed to the teeth wich knives, revolvers and rifles.

1175 Is the great sizetch of eighty milcs without ater,
it is necessary, in waking the § ;ourney from this station,
10 bo as fast le; ently, cight fresh
were. driven with the coath by 18 puard.
recting our course towards the Camanche Iass in tho
Castle Monntain range, we traversed a sandy plain.
Though the drawing of the coach was not severe upon
1he animals, yet, when half way upbe pass, the four
rawn us over the Mlain of 12 miles

by oms of tho oniriders. Freah msies were sadod, foat

in number; and we again procepdel throngh the Vass
without troable of oy biod,

road through this mountain range is no: difficalt.

o r.«, I consider this part of the journey a pleasant

 hero s no sieep place, nd the nsesnt s so

oge s surprised whe e reaches the top. Aftee

et mn Is stru ‘the other side of the mountain,

icht, e had proe

frow the st chanas of horees, o hatted for & chanze
of mules, bailt » fire out of mesyait bushes, made cof-
fe2 sad sic pold venison. on onr jour-
ney agan, and, ey snather styetcl

Con ta
hed on the 16k, at ] o'cock, Jast at
& ipner time. We had thus madz the whole
‘miles, without water, in &3 hours, with
$hirec sets of mules—four each change.
©x tse Laad -List of Distances to Fort Smith.

After dining 8¢ tho Concha Statian, we lefy for Pin-
ington's Station, 20 miles distant. lfere I saw tus
©ouly land that appeared to me o be adapted for graz-
ing purpuses. Cottonwood and a species of elm sre
found 1a 1his Voizom, The persin with whom we
dincd had one hundred head of cows grasng in the

Henies, e
5 and e widpasake, or the
antslope wud

et - rstame e,

laer, distan mk,ln Smith,
eaving

S201ker OpRoranY Some orhints on 4 Por f he

¥rom_Phantom U o Smith's 12 miles: 40 Tack-

Soniss 4 Francisy M Clark's, 13] Furt Befkmp, 40;

é{:mhy 8, Iln, d ! l] "h Earhart’s, ’ l"
ool } Spring, 137 Davie, 107 Qammemnais.

Disziona's, 2 §’" , 103 Colberts Ferrys R‘:i

Ficher's. 12; Wi nih 12; Fogey | Depat.h,
Water's, 157 s, 157 Lusley
Tiotiowar’s, ora's, 175 Gov:

1
HA

Wadker‘l, 17; Fort Sioith, 15,

sese, and al! my other estimates of distance, sre not

from 8 prnied mehedete, Dot e o

Dr the drirers corrected. by my ovn

Many of theodrivers vary from one another ss to the

ih of the dmunms and I flmnd it a difficult task to
anrive at anv given resslt. The nights have been 6o

lon: and cold that e were compelied to keep the cur-

s down at early evening and morniag..



